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would authorize only Native people in  ajready have similar

Alaska or the Soviet Union to travel  other countries bordering the USSR.
back and forth visa free.
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Sen. Frank Murkowski's Washington,
D.C., office, said the visa free travel
is basically for Native people,
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* Visa free travel pacts

continued from page four

the e of Gambell are very excited
about )

He said they want to be able to

travel to the Soviet Far East by their
traditional skin boats.

The people of St. Lawrence Island
are very close to Soviet-Alaska issues,
Last summer Tungiyan said they
received two groups of Soviet
- Then ba

re was no language barrier
whatsoever,’’ he said.

Although the agreements have been
officially signed and people are just
waiting for border commission ap-
pointments, a group of about 35 St.
Lawrence residents had planned a trip
to the other side of the strait.

The trip was scheduled for Dec. 4,
but because of new developments in
air regulations their trip has been
cancelled.

“We are concerned about the
government bureaucracies that are
hampering our hopes of visiting,"
Tungiyan said.

Tungiyan said they have already

taken steps to try and get this dispute
resolved. |

““We have already written letters to
the FAA, to people in Washington,
D.C, and also to Russian officials as
well 1o urge them to get this re-
solved,”” he said.

Kathy Tarr, regional r for
the Alaska State Chamber of Com-
merce in . Anchorage, said these

are just the first step

“‘Although right now these
agreements don't directly affect the
chamber, it probably will in the
fumm' "

She was to le other
than Alaska Natives who have in-
dicated an interest in going across the

She said these agreements also
just a beginning of what people can do
when they join together in a common
cauu

““The two governments didn't just
get together and say, ‘Hey, this would
really be neat’ — l{.'t let Natives visit
each other. This came from the peo-
ple,”’ she said.



