Possible Criminal Charges —
Canadlan Natives Ask Slur Investlgatlon

OTTAWA Inuit Tapmsat (E-

skimo' Brotherhood) of Canada

is-calling on federal law enforce-
‘ment - officials = to " determine

whether criminal charges should .

‘be laid against those  respons-

" ible" for a Northwest Territor-

-ies . Government  training ‘man-
ual ‘which describes native' pe-
ople as ‘lazy, uncreatwe un-
“ thrifty, and adolescent.”’

John' Amagoalik, Director of
Land Claims for the 'National
Inuit Organization says a let-
ter is 'going to the Solicitor
General of Canada’ asking him

.. to consider whether the.. train-

“.ing manual for jail personnel
contravenes federal defamatlon
laws.

At the same : -time, Inuit
Tapirisat calls' for a full scale
- public  inquiry into- the ' ‘oper-
ations of the N.W.T.. Govern-

ment because there is reason to

believe  the trammg manual’ re-
presents: only the tip. of ' the
iceberg so’ far as racist attitudes
and policies are concerned.
“Flimsy excuses -and
baked apologies are not. good
enough,” says Amagoalik; and
‘‘resignation at the-level = of the
chief of correctional services
may. touch ' the. symptoms buf
won’t cure the disease.. The

“mere_ fact that his slanderous .

document exist is further evid-
ence .of “the kind: of ' colonial
racist; mentality that underies
an' artificial government which
has been- 1mposed on the peOple
of the north.”
Amogoalik - was als«)'. “apal-
led” that. the Territorial Govern-

ment would attempt to ‘hide

behind” Peter Ernerk, the Inuk
minister of Social Development.
“Emerk  issued a statement
apologizing'to the native people

half:

. on behalf of the government.

“l . don’t  know | how the
Territorial. Government can have
such gall,” said Amagoalik. Peter'
Enerk '~ wasn’t even: there in
1971 when the manual was
printed.”’ :

Amagoalik says the Inuit, of
Canada share the outrage expres-
sed by ' officials :of .the Nation-
al Indian . Brotherhood, who
released copies of the offensive

training manual at their annual

meeting in Whitehorse this week.

“Is it any wonder that the native

people: of the Northwest Territ-
ories are 'asking for ' political
self determination,” he asked.

- Amagoalik’ added that the new
Minister of Indian ‘and North-
ern - Affairs, Warren  Allmand,
should : be commended for  his:
decisive " action

\ in ‘demanding -
a_full “explanation: and native

people * will be . pleased = that
he shares " their anger ' ‘over
these racial slurs.. At the same
time, Inuit Tapirisat urges
Allmand to consider ordering
an inquiry that will delve deeply
into the: affalrs of Territorial
government i



