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Roger Lang, AFN president , 1974-197519741975- .

One thing that I believebeliev that could be impor-
tant

impor-
tant

imporimpor-¬-

tant aridacid 'I'mIm' quite sure it is vital , is your own-
background

OW-
Jbackground

ownOWJ\OWJ\
background . This is one thing that no one cancan-

take
can-

taketake away from you - the culture of your '

people . . .

Your people in the past have sprung to meetmeet-
life

meet-
lifelife in Alaska with ways or tools to meet oneone-

of
one-

ofof the most formidable environments this oldold-

earth
old-

earthearth has had to offer .

The will to survivesurviv --- what a great story thatthat-
isiss , and has been , under the circumstances . It I-
Ssomething

is-

something
is

something you just can'tcant' help but be proudproud-

of
proud-

ofof . Your folks in the old days . . . have donedone-
some

done-
somesome amamazingZing things to meet deadly obsta-
cles

obsta-
cles

obstaobsta-¬-

cles , dangers , lifeHfe and death situations andand-

met
and-

metmet them very well indeed . These facts werewere-
passed

were-
passedpassed down to us and when they ..areareUee studiedstudied-
aa bit,, they ,

pancancan give you a nneww awakeningawakenilg) andand-

spirit
and-

spiritspirit ,. strengthstrengt to
.,.-
meet

m- eetmeemeet , difficultdiffictfltdifficult situationssituations-
that

situations;
that might ,. comecome )yourlouryour'wayyourway''- way

w- ay'- way
w- ay . Believe ''- me

m-e'- mem-eme , therethere'-

Vlll
there-

will'\;Wjill'V\lll'VVlllwill
''-

be
b-ebe ., sosomee that willwillil

,
strainstrainyour(,your 'very'veFylsoveFylsovey.soylveysoyl,

,
,.soul> ,il..

If troublesome/troublesometroublesomeobstacles/, obstacles come upon you ,

think of tthee achievements of your ancestors .

They establishedestablished culturculturess that very', well metmet-

the
met-

thethe unkindunkinq situations . They won over themthem-

and
them-

andand left amplearrfpleample room for fun , arts , and for bigbig-

shares
big-

sharesshares of lightheartedness .

Some people think that this was not possiblepossible-

under
possible-

underunder the circumstance our forebears had toto-

live
to-

livelive ., But they did it through ddeadlyadly trial andand-

error
and-

errorerror proce'ssesprocessesprocesses'
. Who can downgrade suchsuch-

achievements
such-

achievementsachievements ? I for one will never do so .

- Howard Rock , 1975
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