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NewNew Bill FitsFits-

AlaskaAlaska NativesNativesB-
yBy SHEILA TURNERTURNER-

Staff
TURNER-

StaffStaffStaffTiterWriter\\TiterTiterWrite-
rAlaskan

Titer-
Alaskan

Write-
rAlaskan \Alaskan natives are beingbeing-

asked
being-

askedasked in the next two weeksweeks-
to

weeks-
toto take a careful look at thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Omnibus bill..

The billbillwaswas introduced in-
the

inin-
thethe U.SUS. . House of RepresenRepresen-Represen-
tatives

Represen-
tatives

¬-
tatives last month by SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

-¬-
tary of the InteriornteriorI StewartStewart-
Udall

Stewart-
UdallUdall , who considers it thethe-
most

the-
mostmost important piece of Indian-
legislation

IndianIndian-
legislationlegislation in 30 years .

Udall has instructed BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Indain Affairs officials toto-

continued
to-

conti
to-

continued(continuedconticontinuedonnuednuedonon pagepa ge 6)6))



Indian Omnibus . . .
( Continued from Page 1)1)) .

solicit citizens opinions onon-
the

on-
thethe bill . Regional B.IBIB.LABLAB.I.ABI.ABIA. .A .
superintendents met inin-
Anchorage

in-
AnchorageAnchoragestudyitslast week to study
its contents . This week theythey-
were

they-
werewere to generate discussionsdiscussions-
byby visiting villages , broadbroad-broad-
casting

broad-
casting

¬-
casting on the radio and-
reaching

andand-
reachingreaching concerned personspersons-
by

persons-
byby other means at theirtheir-
disposal

their-
disposaldisposal .

The bill'sbills' main feature isis-
a

is-
aa government backing of loansloans-
by

loans-
byby private banks to persons ,.

ofofonequarteroneone-quarteronequarter-quarter or more nativenative-
blood

native-
bloodblood . It is an attempt-toattempttoattempt-to-attemptto-
bring

attemptto-
bring

-- --

bring natives into the mainmain-main-
stream

main-
stream

¬-
stream of0 f American commerccommerc-commerc-
ial

commerc-
ial

-¬-
ialpossibleforlife by making it possible
for them to borrow withwith-
limited

with-
limitedlimitedlimitedcollateralcollateral .

"AsAs" far as I can gather ,

the bill doesn'tdoesnt' really helphelp-
us

help-
usus ," State Rep . WilliamWilliam-
Hensley

William-
HensleyHensley said at Kotzebue .

"It'sIts" ' the same old thing allall-
over

all-
overover again . The billbillwaswaswas-
designed

was-
designeddesigned by Congress to taketake-
care

take-
carecare ofreservationofreservationofreservation Indians .
They'reTheyre' trying to make itit-
sound

it-
soundsound like it'sits' going to help -

Alaska . But Alaskan nativesnatives-
aren't

natives-
aren'taren'tarent' on reservations . TheyThey-
don't

They-
don'tdon'tdont' fit into the mold . OurOur-
U.S

Our-
U.SU.SUS. . senators andandrepresentrepresentrepresent-represent-
ative

represent-
ative

¬-
ative will have to get on itit-
if

it-
ifif changes are to be made .""

Hensley snorted at thethe-
idea

the-
ideaidea that the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs dficialsficialsd'ficials' were goinggoing-
out

going-
outout ttoo the villages to discussdiscuss-
the

discuss-
thethe billbill.. "TheThe" B.I.ABI.ABIAB.LABLA. . . is goinggoing-
to

going-
toto askaskvillagersvillagers for suggestsuggest-suggest-
ions

suggest-
ions

¬-
ions? That bill is so complicompli-compli-
c

compl-
icated

-¬-
catedc ated , no one can understandunderstand-
itit without a lawyer . "

"TheThe" B.I.ABI.ABIA. . . is goinggoing-
through

going-
throughthrough these motions soso-
they

so-
theythey can go to Congress and-
say

andand-
sayvillagesforsay , 'WeWe'We asked the villages
for theirtheiropinionsopinions and here'shereshere's-
what

here's-
what

'
what they think. '""

But two Fairbanks bankersbankers-
and

bankers-
andand an attorney ' indicatedindicated-
this

indicated-
thisthis week that some sectionssections-
ofof the bill may needneedrevisionrevisionrevision-
before

revision-
beforebefore they can help Alaskans .

"ItIt" doesn'tdoesnt' help thatthat-
Alaskan

that-
AlaskanAlaskan natives don'tdontdon 't havehave-
clear

have-
clearclear rights to their land ,"
attorney Thomas Fenton , toldtold-
the

told-
thethe TUNDRA TIMES . "TheThe"The-
bill

""The-
billbill provides for usingusing-
reservation

using-
reservationreservation landlandasas collateral .

In Alaska , so much of the land

isis worthless and no one hashas-
vet

has-
vetvet determined if it is thethe-
native's

the-
native'snative'snatives' land to pledge in-
the

inin-
thethe first place . "

Fenton feels the bill is-
designed

isis-
designeddesigneddesignedmoremore for lower 48-
Indians

4848-
IndiansIndians who have holdings and-
land

and
land1and1 and they can pledge . "Here-
the

"HereHere"Here-
the

"
the billbillwouldwould be limitedlimited-
because

limited-
becausebecause of the limitedlimitedcollcollcoll-coll-
ateral

coll-
ateral

¬-
ateralateralnativesnatives can put up-
for

upup-
forfor loans . "

A trust officer at AlaskaAlaska-
National

Alaska-
NationalNational Bank of FairbanksFairbanks-
said

Fairbanks-
saidsaid he now would bebe.- IDQle---be-.IDQlebe.IDQle-
likely

. ,. more-moremore--more-
likely

more-
likely

.-,_ - .- _-
. likelytoconsiderlikelyl-ik-elylikelylik-elyliklikelytolikelytoco- -- -toto--to-cotoco--to--considertoconsider---- ---considerS er loans to-

remote
toto-

remoteremote villages with thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment insurance arid-
guarantee

andaridarid-
guaranteeguarantee .

However Colonel KennethKenneth-
CC . HayHaycraftcraft said that he-
would

hehe-
wouldwouldwouldstillstill be reluctant toto-
loanloan1 n money to persons withwith-with-
out

with-
out

-¬-
out steady workworkrecordsrecords oror-
some

or-
somesome material ' property toto-
indicate

to-
indicateindicate that they would bebe-
good

be-
goodgoodgoodcreditcredit risks.

"YouYou" lose money , on a badbad-
loan

bad-
loanloan even withwithaa governmentgovernmen-
tguaranteeH

government-
guaranteeguaranteeguaranteeHguaranteeHhe; '"* he said . "YouYou"You-
have

"You-
have

"
have to spendspendaa year trying toto-
collect

to-
collectcollect before you can go to-
the

toto-
thethe governmentgovellment) . The time andand-
effort

and-
efforteffort costs money . "

ColonelColon el Haycraft said thethe-
bill

the-
billbill would not help everyoneeveryone ,
but it could "bebe"bea" a good tooltool-
in

tool-
inin the hands of good , youngyoung-
intelligent

young-
intelligentintelligent agressive natives .
'Someone:>meone like John Sackett . "

Judge Vernon D . Forbes ,
presidentprepmMcKinleyMutualsident of Mount McKinley
Mutual Savings BankBankagreedagreedagreed-
that

agreed-
thatthat he wouldwouldconsiderconsider loansloans-
to

loans-
toto villagers moreIOOre favorablyfavorably-
with

favorably-
withwith the government guaranteeguarant .
But he wouldwouldstillstillstillwantwant toto-
have

to-
havehave a qualified first handhand-
appraisal

hand-
appraisalappraisalappraisalofpropertyinvolveddanyofanyofd any property
involved andandofof locallocalconditconditcondit-condit-
ions

condit-
ions

¬--
ions before he would grantgrant-
the

grant-
thethe money . "TheThe" government-
probably

governmentgovernment-
proprobablypro bably would have to put anan-
appraiser

an-
appraiserappraiser in the field for-
outlying

forfor-
outlyingoutlying villages ," he said .
ItItwouldwould be too costly andand-
time

and-
timetime concumingoncumingC for bankersbankers-
toto visit villages themselves .

Judge Forbes also indicatedindicated-
that

indicated-
thatthat he might consider openingopening-
aa branch bank to handlehandle-
increased

handle-
increasedincreased business at a placepla'ceplace-
like

'

like1 ike Barrow , if the bill-
passed

billbill-
ppassedp as sed .


