
Other VoicesVoices-Voices-
VoicesLetLet Us SpraySprayT-

heThe radio news item whichwhichmentionedmentioned that severalseveralpeoplepeoplepeople-
inin Whitehorse hadhadregisteredregisteredregisteredcomplaintscomplaints about being keptkept-
awake

kept-
awakeawake by the noise ofofaerialaerialaerialsprayingspraying planes , came as a shockshock-
toto us . Then we realized that there are probablyprobablymanymany peoplepeople-
now

people-
nownow living in Whitehorse who never experiencedexperexperiencedsummersencedencedsummerssummerssummers-
here

summers-
herehere before the days ofofsprayingspraying . In a word , they were awful..

Picture if you can , warm sunnysunnysummersummer daysday s that invitedinvitinvited-
you

dd-
youyou to sit out on a hillsideh llside ororr on the riverbank.andriverbankandriverbank.andof... . ofof-
mosquitoes

of-
mosquitoesmosquitoes so thick that you were driven indoors . ThereTTereere waswawas-
littlelittle pleasure in taking-atakinga--- wafkwatkwalk in theththevenjngs--evenjngs-evenjngs- -evenjngsbecauseevenings

-
becausebecause youyou-

were
you-

werewere slapping at the insects all the time andandscratchingscratchingscratchingwhenwhenwhen-
you

when-
youyou got home .

ItI t was toughest on the kids . After long winter months ofof-
being

of-
beingbeing crampedcrampedupup in small quarters because it was too coldcold-
to

cold-
toto play outdoors , they found that their summers were ruinedruined-
by

ruined-
byby mosquitoes . We'veWeve' seen mere babies with theirtbeir faces soso-
swollen

so-
swollenswollen by bitesbi tes that theyth ey couldcouldscarcelyscarcelyscarcelyseesee . SomeSom of themthem-
got

them-
gotgot infection . And it didn'tdidnt' cease with the endendofof the mosquitomosquito-
season

mosquito-
seasonseason because then came the black fli es andandnoseeumsandnoseeurnsnono-see-umsnoseeumsno-see-urnsurnsnoseeumsw-
hich

noseeurnsw-
hich

- see -urns
whichwhichwerewere even worse .

We'veWeve' known carpenters who had to wait untiluntit therethreth re waswaswadwads-
trong

- a
- --

strongstrongwindwind to blblONblaava +v away mosquitoes so that they couldcouldcarrycarrycarry-
on

carry-
onon with their househouse-buildinghousebuilding-building . OtherwiseOt herwise their hands becamebacamebacame-
soso puffedpuffedwithwith bites that theytheycouldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' hold their hammers .

The army started the spraying program in the WhitehorseWhitehorse-
area

Whitehorse-
areaarea . After they left there was one summer when no sprayingspraying-
wa

spraying-
waswaswa s done , and the return of the insectin sect pests was so fast andand-
furious

and-
furiousfurious that the territorial government started its own programprogram-
atatcommunityinthe insistence of the public . Now almost every community
in the Yukon will benefit .

--

the
t-

he
-layingdownAs far as we are concernedconcer ededthethe roar of those planes laying

down theirthei r spray is musicmus ic to our ears . ItItseemsseems a smallsmallpricepriceprice-
to

price-
toto pay for an enjoyable summer .

By the way . How come Old Crow doesn'tdoesnt' come underun der thethe-
program

the-
programprogram ?


