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Paul Solomon

Oldster . Offers Services as GuideGuide-
To

Guide-
ToTo ArchaeologicalArchaeological Sites on Flats

Paul SolommSolom m , 84 , wants toto-
offer

to-
offeroffer his services as a guideguide-
to

guide-
toto those scientistsscien tists digging upup-
old

up-
oldold bones this summer on thethe-
Old

the-
OldOld Crow river flats .

He says he knows where allall-
kinds

all-
kindskinds of bones , some huge ,
some tiny , are locatedlorn ted ., "I'veIve"I've-
never

"I've-
never

"''never toldtoldanyoneanyone about themthem-
before

them-
beforebefore , " he said . "AndAnd" I'mImI'm-
lot

I'm-
not ''notlot! goingto tell too much aboutabout-
them

about-
themthem now . I famethemfoundfame\famefaundfaund\., them whilewhile-
hunting

while-
huntinghunting by canoe in a creekcreek-
of

creek-
ofof the Yukon River flats . "

"PeoplePeople" say it'sits' the oldold-
Inman

old-
IndianIndianInman heavenheav n ,"' he said .
"AllAll" good people who die gogo-
there

go-
therethere . Others say they hearhear-
the

hear-
thethe bones talking some time ."
Mr . 'SolomonSolomon&JlomonJlomon'& recalls thatthat-
many

that-
manymany years ago he waswas-
hunting

was-
huntinghunting in the area . A friendfriend-
urged

friend-
urgedurged him to bury one of thethe-
bones

the-
bonesbones deep in the ground .

The nextnexi year when he re-re--

turned , it was above groundground-
again

ground-
againagain , he said .

"II" know the bones are dddd-
because

dd-
becausebecause of the way the waterwater-
and

water-
andand dirt has eaten into them ,"
he .saidsaid., . "II" think they areare-
very

are-
veryvery old . "

Mr . Solomon&> lomon livedlivedmostmost ofof-
his

of-
hishis Life at Fort Yukon . HeHe-
h

He-
hashash 12 children , 40 grandgrand-grand-
children

grand-
children

¬-
children andandnumerouandnumerousnumerousnumerous great-greatgreat-
grand

great-
grand

.-
grand children he has lostlost-
count

lost-
countcount.. He and his wife ,
Hannah , moved to FairbanksFairbanks-
recently

Fairbanks-
recentlyrecently because of the highhigh-
cost

high-
costcost of living in the village .
"ElectricityElectricity" is 30 cents aa-
watt

a-
wattwatt there . Food is expenexpen-expen-
sive

expen-
sive

¬--
sive , too . "

But he is notn ctat happy herehere-
because

here-
becausebecause he can'tcant' get aroundarouaround-
too

dd-
tootoo much . "WeWe" don'tdont' go anyany-any-
where

any-
where

¬-
where . I want to buy a car .

That'sThats' why IIwantwant a job . II-
can

I-
cancan take the scientists upup-
there

up-
therethere to the bonesrones ."

A report in the May 12th12th-
issue

12th-
issueissue of TUNDRA TIMESTIMES-
gave

TIMES-
gavegave Mr . Solomon the idea .

He read that C.RCR. . HarringHarring-Herring-HerringHarring-
ton

Herring-
ton

¬-
ton , palaeontologist and Dr .

archaeologistfromW.NWN. . Irving , archaeologist
from the National Museum ofof-
Canada

of-
CanadaCanada hadhaduncovereduncovered thethe-
oldest

the-
oldestoldest evidence of0 f man yetyet-
found

yet-
foundfound in the Canadian north ,

last summer on an explorationexploration-
trip

exploration-
triptrip up the Old Crow River inin-
the

in-
thethe Yukon .

They found bones indicatindicat-indicat-
ing

indicat-
ing

¬--
ing that early man may havehave-
Ii

have-
livedlivedIivedIived in the Yukon as long as
40,00040000, years ago.

If the datingtingd is correctrorrect ,

thethp bonesboops will behphe thethp oldestoldpstoldpst-
archaeological

oldest-
archaeologicalarchaeologicalarchaeologicalremamsremainsremams in thethe-
New

the-
NewNewNewoddVrorld\\oddoddWorld\ .

National Museum partiesparties-
are

parties-
areare again at work in the areaarea-
t

area-
thisthist his summer . They plan toto-
initiate

to-
initiateinitiate the first interdiscipill1terdiscip-ill1terdiscipinterdiscip-ill1terdiscip-
linary

interdiscip-
linary

--¬
linary study of PleistocenePleistocene-
environments

Pleistocene-
environmentsenvironments in the CanadianCanadian-
north

Canadian-
northnorth , ininwhichwhich specialistsspecialistsf-
rom

specialistsf-
romfrom several fields take part .


