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Major Decisions

Should Be Studled

Major ehanges in the dehvery of health services to Native
people are being planned. Planning is going on by Natives
and others to contract for health care to Natives in this state.

Since that is a decision that has many nnpllcatnons some:

good and some bad — careful thought must be gwen before
such a decision is reached.

- Because it affects all Natives it is too important a questlon

to be left to a few people to make. It should be the subject of

a special and large meeting where open discussion on both
. sides of the -question are heard before an effort is made to
contract..

. There are many questlons to be answered for instance:

— Where would the technical expertnse come from toruna
health system?

— Could a private contractor attract and hold the same
level of. qualified doctors as the PHS can - wnthout ‘much
greater cost?

"= When new eqmpment or remodelmg or new hospitals

;rlgsr;eeded can a contractor expect to do better than the
Some of the reasons for contractmg mlght be: :

—  Self determination (Does that mean running the

. hospitals?If so, why not get our trained people mtothe PHS

*‘system?In fact that is happening.)

' = Better care (with no money tlug'rPHS operates on no
contractor can really expect to provide better care without
much more money to do so. )

— Expanded rural services (The cost to build healt.h_
centers is more than can be gotten out of the present.

budget.) '
There certainly is a role for Native partrcrpatron in the

delivery of health. What that role is should be carefully _

defined after thorough discussion. But some of the areas that
could be moved into soon could be:

— Lobbying -with a unified and strong AFN.The role best
played by AFN could be a strong lobby effort on behalf of
better health care for Alaska’s Natives.

= Policy board - The role of the pohcy board could be
.'strengthened and broadened.

= Provxde for the extensnon of para-medlcs into mral ’

Alaska.

‘We should not forget that for many years the Federal
Government has been trying to get out of health delivery to
Native Americans. The House Committe Report No. 848
which accompanied H.R. 1063, before it becameP L. 280 in
1953 stated as one of its goals: =

“Enactment of legislation tennmatmg certain services
provided by the Indian Bureau for Indians by transferring
responsibility for such services to other: governmental or
pnvate agencies, or to the Indians themselves.”

The ' report noted the committee had ﬁrogrammed
legislation divesting the BIA of services to Indians for health.
Health services would be transferred to HEW which would in
turn transfer this responsnblhty to states, counties, or
mumclpal subdivisions or private non-profit corporatlons

_ when satisfactory arrangements could be made.
We should consider that the federal govermnent has no

obligations to any contractor. The government would have

no more obligations to a health contractor than it does toa

. road burldmg contractor, they are private businessmen. Soat

some time in the future if money got tighter than it is now,
an easy place to save money would be to cut out contractors
- and if that happened there would then be no health service

to Alaska’s Natives (who still have some of the worst health"

statlstlcs in'the Nation).
We are playing right into the hands ot' those who want to
termmate semce to Indians by pressing for a contract as

Haines, Alaska 99827
Dear Mr. Hotch:

| am sending you this second Inur i

to clarify my position regarding my
business in S.E, Alaska. Although we
have notmet, | know thatyou mustbe
very concerned to have written to me
-Malaotohavoumoopi-wwunt

newspapers.
1.am a stccessful businessman in
many endeavors but my one lifelong

_interest is in art and the preservation

‘of objects such as those in the village
of Klukwan. | have a deep
appreciation of Tlingitculture and Art
through a lifelong study and many.
years of travel in S.E. Alaska.

Itis mlu true that l::vo oﬂor;

Priority oetlolthempaimlsto
nhlmhl-m-dsas,t'i:mdodm
oo & del 8

.Vice Chairman
The Salvation Army -
Advisory Board of Anchorage.

the
4,000 square foot building 'with
parking lot at 726 East Ninth Avenue
in Anchorage for a Salvation Army
statowide services headquarters.
The total cost of the vitally needed

. facifity is $220,050 of which $11,000

has already been received from local

contributions and $125,000 as a grant

from The Saivation’ Army Western
Tervitorial Headquarters.”

At the present time, the statewide
services headquarters of The Salvation
Army is located in part of the
community center. facilities at 1‘36

Questions
13th Region

Anacortes, Washington
May 23,1976

Judge Oliver Gesch
United States District Court
Washington, D.C.

Judg- Oliver Gasch: :
| am g your suthority on

East Eighth Avenue in space
for._ a social services buresu to serve

. Anchorage: and for growing senior |
' citizen activities. .

If the Capital Improvement
Campaign exceeds $85,050 the
overage will be used towards acquiring
emergency shelters, rehabilitation and
comminity centers and construction
of cabins at the statewide camp. -

Tht.(’::plﬂlwrov-n;;ncnmplm
members of The  Salvation Army

. Advisory Board of Anchorage so that

expenses can be kept to a8 minimum.
| -you ' will find further

some objects. There is a great’concern
by Is and

information on the campaign. Your
ion and/or pledge

many individt
that the few objects left might be lost
to future gnerations, because of fire or
deterioration. ‘As you know, many of
.these objects are kept in empty houses
without heat control ‘or fire

precautions. Of course | understand .

tht it is very expensive to bring out
these objects in the old time way, and
now_almost impossible to afford to
keep up a clan house as well as a
private home.

1 am not suggesting that the 'ﬂlnﬁt

respect and feel prou

of their heritage. Most Tlingits llmow
take great pride in their background.

You said in your letter that it is
degrading for Tlingits to sell tribal
artifacts. | mustagain remind you that
my interest is insaving the old objects,
many of which are in need of repair. |
am not trying to buy the traditions

" which only a Tlingit can inherit. In the

old days, when a chief wanted to show
his position, he had new carvings made

to replace the old ones. This has never '

been a shameful. thing. Perhaps it is
time to some of the old

traditions and -vothooldlrob]ocuu )

well.

ones of equal quality. | know also that
there are many people in Klukwan
who are deeply concerned about the
future of the old objects. Perhaps the
many thousands of dollars which | am
offering. could actually build new
tribal ‘houses and. create carvings to

help regenerate some of the old clan |

and tribal traditions.
lukomﬁontou\lymp-nof
your letter of May 27. Those who

. know me will tell you that | have never

purchased any: objects from anyone
ul:ohubm&intdng.lwvm
that others in the past have doneso. -
1 hope that my activities can be
appreciated a8 a sincere form of

~“admiration for great Tlingit ‘Art. |

would be happy to meet you at any
time and talk ﬂlrther about th-e
matters.
Sincerely,
Michael R. Johnson
CC: Chitkat Valiey News
Voice of Brotherhood
i, Tundra Times
Alaska Daily News
Mr. Victor Hotch
Mr. Dick Hotch .
. Mrs. Mildred Sparks
; -mummm

Salvatwn Ar rmy
Plans Capttal

Improvement
.llm19 1975

Tundra Times
510 Second Ave., Room 220
Fnhhanh, dumm ¢

'Durl-lonrd i
As a member of the Executive

c«-!mnhn of

The Salvation Army
y Board of Anchorage, | would

‘like to m-tvou mmﬁmcuuu
Improvement

this fine

nization that has urvod needy.

ns for more than seventy seven
years, 5

There are now fine carvers who can :
replace- the older objects with new -

" Alaska

! “The Skagway . Story,”

over the next two years will involve
you in the statewide humanitarian
services provndod uniquely by your
Salvation Arm

Younuneudy

Virgil E. Knight

Becomes Law—

being able to order a formation of the
Thimonth (13) District?t believe es
Stockholders in the Alyeska Pipeline,

- wo have all the right to protest a
- Thirteenth (13) and as our rights to

vote for or against it. | am pretty well
assured the Thirteenth (13) will not be
put in. Because we do not reside in
Alaska now or maybe in. the future
does not mean we will give up our
Heritage. The Thirteenth (13) as faras
we ars concerned is just a waste of our
inheritance. Why. should Seattle be
included, it is definitely not a part of .
Alaska any more than New York or
Hawaii or any other State! '

1:.would appreciate an answer to this
question put before you. H

Sincerely,

Ms. Clara Lindquist

.303 Q Avenue

Anacortes, Wuhinumn 98221

Phone 206 293 68.

Dissolves SOS System

Compr omxse leglslatlon :

dissolving ' the controversial
State-Operated School system
became law with. Governor Jay
Hammond’s signature last week of

the free conference committee

A Book Review—
THE SKAGWAY
- STORY

More than a story of vigilantes
and villains, “The Skagway
Story,” a new book offering of
Northwest Publishing
Company; covers the full sweep of
the ‘historic “‘Gateway -to the

Klondike” from its founding to-

today.

‘Along: the way :there . are
visionaries, like Capt. Billy Moore,
who planned to capitalize on the
location’s potential and founded

the city; villains like the notorious

Jefferson . Randolph “Soapy”’
Smith, and common folk like
Martin Itjen, who' became
Alaska’s first tour director.

Author Howard ' Clifford
researched files, old newspapers
and scores of books in his effort to
present the “real” Skagway as it
wasand asitis. |

In addition; Qifford personally
interviewed those .few remaining

individuals who'were there to see
it all, from Ska,
boom town of 15,000 to its quiet
present as a tounst town of 700
and the terminus of the White Pass
and Yukon Route: :

/ Amply illustrated with historic
photos, many ; from private
collections, “The Skagway Story”

 traces the history of a community

and its people | through the
crucible of good and bad times, an

experience that forged ‘an’

indomitable community spinit. o
167
pages is available :from Alaska

‘Northwest Publishing Company,
:P.O. Box 4-EEE,: Anchorage,

* Alaska 99509. Single copies are
pnced $7.95, soft cover.

ev:denced by a neport written 22 years ago So rf we press for
. a health contract we should do it by consensus of those most

affected — so far that decrsron has been made by only a

handful of people. (i

NANOOK

vay’s heights asa

substitute for Senate Bill 35.

The new bill' affects the
organization and control of public
education in the unorganized
borough, giving the responsibility
for operating and administering
rural schools: to regronal ‘school
boards.

“The effect of the new law,”
explained Director of Educational
Program- Support, Marilou
Madden, ““will be to bring decision
making much closer to the people
affected by the educational
programs.. We expect more
flexibility in program’ offerings
and staffing, flexibility directed at
meetmg unique needs of specific
areas.’

The transition from  the
State-Operated School system to

- the: locally administered schools

will take place over the next year,
from July 1, }975, to June 30,
1976, by. which time regional
school _boards must - be fully
established and'operational.

The regional boards will have
the sanfe powers and duties as do

. municjpal boards now, including

responsibility for developing

policies and. philosophies of

education, the right to hire and
fire, direct curriculum, administer .
funds and supervise construction.

Coordination of the transition .
rests .with the Department  of-
Community and Regional Affairs:
and the Department of '
Education.

The first step in the transitional
process will be the establishing of
regional boundaries defining the
regional ‘educational attendence
areas. That process began this
week with the two departments
drawing itentative . boundaries,
using basically the boundaries of
the Native, regional corporations

as guidelines.

Next,  a. series of statewide

‘pubhc hearings on  these

boundaries will be held.
Deputy | Commissioner of
Education Nathaniel Cole
explained, “/To the extent that we
can 3atisfy the needs of the people
in regard to defining regional
attendance areas, we will do it.”
The two departments,
coordinating with appropriate
agencies, may also. establish
sub-regions, if necessary, to
5(contlnued on Page 6)



