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an Butcher, assisted by York Mendenhall, left, and Mike Scott, draws for Rer starfing position in the Kobuk 440
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Butcher claims $10,000 st prize

by Barbara Crane
for the Tundia Thmes

KOTZEBUE — When Susan
Buicher, winner of the Second An-
mmmm Race,
crossed the finish line at 6:14 a.m.
on April 3, most of Kotzebue was
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received three days earlier.
ine 238 impatient barking
dogs, 20 excited mushers and a
chnenn; crowd of 600 spectators,
got the start of the 1989
Knhllr. 440 “‘Alaska’s Longest
Mid-Distance Sled Dog Race.”’
In an unusual start, two
waves of 10 teams each tore across
the starting line and headed out
across the ice.

left at noon on March 31,
and three days and 440 miles later,

Butcher claimed the $10,000 first
prize and a trophy made of NANA
jade.

Butcher's actual running time
was 65 hours and 14 minutes,
which would have set a new course
record, but she was penalized an
additional four hours for missing a
turn and taking the wrong trail bet-
ween Noorvik and Kotzebue.

Ed Iten of Kobuk was the second
musher back to Kotzebue, winning

(Continued on Page Nina)




e Sportsmanship award goes to race marshall

(Continued from Page One)

““Teams are limited to 12 dogs
each,’’ said Scott. ‘*That way more
local people with smaller kennels
have a chance to compete with the
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race begins and ends in

Kotzebue and through the
oorvik, Kiana,

villages of
Ambﬁ, Shungnak, Kobuk and
Selawik
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the people of the region want it to.
Many volunteers work long hours

painted the large

At the mushers’ meeting before
the race, one rookie asked race
marshall Chuck Schaeffer how
much food the mushers should take
for themselves.

“Don’t worry,”’’ was Schaeffer’s
reply. ““You'll never go hungry.”

Corporate like Alaska
Airlines, the Kotzeube Lions Club
and Baker Aviation also made the

Ambler and William Sheldon of

Selawik reminisced about the dogs
they once had and the races they
had run.

‘“We used to make up teams from
the villages and race against each
other just for the fun of it,”" said
Sheldon.
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