Spill changes
enega into
disaster base
Vlliage -swells to 250

by Jennifer Gordon
Tundra Thmes reporter
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in the nation’s history
William Sound village
bmmfnnnadﬁomam dung
vi to an emergency

¢'ve been mqmdnu:dby
and  everyone,’’  said Dnrr:ll
Totemoff, admanistrative assistant for

Tutcnmff : thlt['i:llcq:ncrs have
been landing regularly, as reporters
from London, Australia and the na-
tional networks converge on the site.

The village has been visited by a
number of specialists from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
and the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. Totemoff said Dennis Kelso,
DEC commissioner, used the village
council office for a meeting.

Workers trying to keep oil from the
water around the San Juan fishery have
also set up camp in Chenega. Salmon
fry in the fishery were about to be
released to the sea when the oil spill
occurred. Totemoff said that oil was
so thick near the fishery that it was go-
ing under the booms. Other reports
said that oil was detected in the water
column as deep as 90 feet.

“We’ rr.:all t00 busy to be
right now,”" said Totemoff. He said
everyone is in shock and that they are
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is the center of so much activity, the
best way to figure out what is going
muhwﬂﬂnm

“Smlhﬂuu:ll’ndlybmught
us another disaster,”” Totemoff said.

_He was referring 1o the fact that the

ofChmp was destroyed in

of 1964,

hefmtmeoi tanker Exxon

V hit ' Reef and spilled

more than 10 gallons of oil into
Prince William Suund

A handful of the village leaders
spent years ing to find a way to
rebuild their home, and after about 20

years they were ﬁlﬂ"}l’ successful in
that effort, Totemoff said.

Dick Rolland, ty director of
North Pacific Rim, said that ironical-
ly, one of the most needed items in
Chenega right now is fuel. He said that
the introduction of more phone lines
in the village means more power is
needed from the generators.

Rolland said a runway is also needed
to allow regular small planes to land.
Helicopters and sea planes have
dominated the scene, along with boats,
but Rolland said the runway is essen-
tllldrl supplies in and out quickly.

hopemgutEnuntnhclp
with the cost of the runway.

The children of have also
been affected by the oil spill. Rolland
said that parents are strained emo-
tionally, and because of the intense
workload they just don’t have as much
time for activities. He said
more child care is needed in the

ﬁmc and health has become

mﬁ“‘iﬂ"m”f be
to care of injuries or
mwmmﬂ?w

Rol said that with all the work
that has been done to save the San Juan
fishery, little has been done to protect
the subsistence hunting land around
the village.

Deer have been dead in the
area, and while the cause has not been
determined, it is suspected that they
ate oil covered seaweed. The deer are
a major food source for the subsistence
villagers in the sound.

Rolland said that for now food isn't
a problem. Exxon has been contracted
to cater food into the vi . Also, be
mdNonhPu:nﬁcmmhubeenﬂ
ing in the essentials — soap, toilet
pﬁlﬂdﬂhﬂmdnditm.
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Rim filed a lawsuit against Exxon and
llwmﬂwin of itself and the
Native vi in the Alaska

veheenm*mﬂdbuf-

region that
fucmd the oil lq_l
atitlek, Chenega,

nﬁﬂﬁ and Port Graham.

Native Associa-
tmn ind the Valdez Native Associa-
mn.bmhnm-[mﬁ organizations, are
also represented in the lawsuit.

Mike Chittick, prmdcmuﬂ chief
executive ufﬁcerofChugnch Alaska
Inc., said that the co 10N OWNS
two fish processing plants in Cordova.
He said that it is immaterial that the
oil is pot in Cordova. The southwest

rt of sound is known as the
heaviest fishing area, and losses will
be seen back at the plants, he said.

ADF&G closed the herring season
in the sound only days before it
opened. Black cod season season was
to open April 1, but was also can-
celled. ’I'hepmﬁhrlmpmwnsalﬁu
closed early.

Clmutmdtl'ntﬂmmdmt
bring in enough to support the
fishermen in the sound. He

r, t!.'tatllmﬁs.'lwmmuscﬂ:

from the herring and cod
seasons to get ready for the salmon
season. Without that money, 'the
fishermen who are shareholders of
Chugach Alaska may turn to the cor-
poration for loans.

JoAnn Carr, Chittick's executive
assistant, said that the corporation
loans to the fishermen:at the
beginning of the season and deducts
the loans when the corporation buys
the fish. If the salmon run is weak,

many loans may said,
whmhwillhnrt pchh}i

{* ity shareholdets.” (11"



