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by tanker in the Arctic.

The ICC is an ?ntertﬂtiﬂql
organization it
from Alaska, Canada and Greenland
and is acitvely involved in a wide
range of environmental, economic and

Mnry Simon, prmdentof the ICC,
indicated her concern in a recent
statement.

"*We are particularly alarmed about
the lax ing practices that ap-
parently have been tolerated within
Exxon regarding super tanker

:E are also shocked at the inabili-
tyvn overnment and Exxon officials
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contingency p plan,”’ she said.
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‘In the Exxon Valdez case, it

ICC questions oil industry safeguards

appears that safe navigation and
respect for the Arctic marine
environment were not a priority.’

—Mary Simon

pose development in the Arctic.
“‘However, we insist that Northern
deve t must be both sustainable
and equitable. It must fully consider
our environmental and social concerns
in the North and provide adequate
saf:guards.
“In the Exxon Valdez case, it ap-
rs that safe navigation and respect
r the Arctic marine environment
were not a priority.
““The fact that the oil spill could not
be contained and cleaned up clearly
underlines the need to develop and

strengthen policies for safe oil
transport in the North.™

The Exxon oil spill seems to
highlight the fact that federal, state and
local authorities are in need of greater
coordination in order to properly
regulate and monitor oil development
in Alaska. j

“In particular, proposed oil
development in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge should be re-
evaluated from an environmental pro-
spective,”’ Simon said.

‘*Similar concerns about oil

development and transport are present-
ly being raised by Greenlandic Inuit
in regard to Jameson Land
(Greenland).

““Through full evaluation, some
concrete positive results from the Ex-
Xon catas could be realized. The
crucial lessons of the Alaskan oil spill
must not be lost.”’

Questions relating to Arctic marine
transport, particularly in relation to
oil, will be the subject of in-depth
discussion at the General Assembly in
Sisimiut, Greenland, in July.



