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for me

her first dog run in three weeks only

“I felt as if I'd been let out of
prison,”’ she said of the still air.

This was only January, and I was
already weary of the winter of "89.

Then it got cold. Not just a little
cold. But 40 below cold.

my shop wall stuck on 40 below was
kind of exciting. After all, the sky re-
mained clear, and best of all, the wind
wasn’t blowing.

Then, like a bad plot for some
made-for-television movie, the wind
did pick up, defying the stiliness that
usually joins those deep-freeze
temperatures. Around that time, [ saw
a bulletin of the local U.S. Weather
Service that read: ‘‘Expect wind chills
of 120 below zero.'’ Indeed, Kotzebue
no longer felt connected to earth.

Even sled dogs, who feel their best
when it's 20 below, were balking.
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For the first week, watching the
hand of the big round thermometer
on my shop wall stuck on 40 below
was kind of exciting.
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' ice and white-capped waves.  snow in town to kayak to work come
ite record low temperatures in  “‘real’”’ breakup.
January, February was surrounding I am beginning to understand what
this Arctic settlement with open water.  the Eskimos meant when they said it
dog It was like spring breakup. In fact, was going to be a long winter.
the with the balmy temperatures, I don’t
out
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think many people would have
; it flinched if a gaggle of geese went  Musher Doug Neal teaches business
there,”’ she thought to herself as she honking by. occupations at Kotzebue Technical
looked toward the hills. **That has to Of course, shortly thereafier, Center. He wrote this piece, which is
be blowing snow."’ Kotzebue became engulfed in more  distributed by Chukchi News & Infor-
Then she scanned in all directions.  winter storms — which anywhere else  mation Service, in a magazine article
To her amazement, had would be characterized as ‘‘cyclone’” . writing class at Chukchi College, a
become a frozen island iceand or ‘‘tornado-force."’ b campus of the University of
was almost completely surrounded by Now we'll have enough drifted Alaska Fairbanks.
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