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Mrs. Sacaloff had detailed
knowledge of her language

&y James Kari and Priscilla Russell
for the Tundra Thmes

On March 20 Fedosia Sacaloff died
at her home in Kenai. She was 68
~ years old.

Her father was Nick Kalifornsky of
Kenai, and her brother Peter Kaliforn-
sky, 77, is the last fluent of

She is survived by Bertha (Girlie)
Sanders of A - Al&;ﬂ%&ulnﬁ
of Anchorage, N Kenai,
Mike Sacaloff of Kenai, Billy Sacaloff
gli;‘ll(gymi. ;ﬁ Cora Sacaloff :L Kenai,

eight grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
Over the past 15 years Mrs, Sacaloff
made extensive contributions to the
and culture of the Dena’ina.
The first time she spoke in public was
at the Conference on Kenai Area
History in November 1974.

She aiso spoke al meetings of the
Kenai Historical Society and taught
her language in a night class at
Wildwood in the mid-"70s. She had a
unique, highly informed perspective
mmﬂ:mmptmmmﬂthmmi}f of
the Dena'ina: aboriginal, Russian, ear-

She had a remarkable sense f:; tl!t:
intricate grammatical patterns
Dena’ina verb and detailed knowledge
of aboriginal and post-contact

vocabulary,
Mrs. Sacaloff also had a vast

kmwl nftthcnamlaudRiﬂ-
qunotInlﬁ,ludnftm—
slu as well.
wm the last experts on

ina plant uses, and she continued
tnun:my herbal medicines, berry

patches and her favorite chew (/ch 'ix),
which she obtained from the ashes of
a birch fungus, all her life.
Fedosia was blind since she was a
young adult, and she faced poverty and
many hardships in her life. To her
rclaﬂvulndlmnyﬁ'uﬂuhewdlbc
missed for her h:rcllm.dm":}
encouragement, in times
adversity, her subtle sense of humor
Mher tdher;m to traditional
"ina values of humility, generosi-
ty and for the natural world.
After the funeral, her brother Peter
said in his | e, ‘‘Undaden
shch'a'il'ets. ' last person has
left me.)




