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Dear SirSSirs-
The

'

The mot.vesmotvesmotivesotives. of those who have contributed to your "HelpHelp"Help-
the

"Help-
the

"
tnethe nusKiesHusk.esHuskesHuskies. " fundfundareare certainlycertaonly the very best and kindest .

But I feel you should know some50me factsfact5 , as given to me by twotwo-
Alaskan

two-
AlaskanAlaskan dog drivers andandand a thirdthirdmanman who has spent much timetime-
touring

time-
touringtouring the "DEWli"eDEWlie"DEWrineDEWrine" " >" sitess.te5ste5. in the north , andandstudy.ngandstudyingstudyingstudy.ngstudyng. the .

Eskim05Eskimosos and theirther, dogsdog5 . He is the owner olofofaa racing sled dogdog-
kennel

dog-
kennelkennel L'mselfLmselfhmselfhimself', .

I . Thehe isolated Native does now , andandalwaysalways has , con-concon-
icier

con-
51der

con-
sider

-

51dersidericier great numbers of dogsdog5 a sign of prestige . The richestrochestrochest-
man

richest-
manmanion in o0a village will keep the mastmostmo <t dogsdog5 , whether heh. needsneeds-
them

needs-
themthem or not .

2. The NativeNat.veNatve. has no ideaIdeo whatever how to breedbreedgoodgoodgood-
dogs

good-
dogsdogs , and doesn'tdoesnt' carecore . What good dogs he has are the resultresult-
of

result-
ofofofnaturalnaturalnaturalselectIOnselection , i.eie, .ee. . , the husky strainsstrons, are kept in aa-

beating

a-
moderate

a-
moderatemoderate degree ofofv.gorofvigorv.gorvgorvigor. and toughnestoughnesss by the annuolannual decdecima-decimadecima-
tion

, mo-momo-

tion
-

tion ofofallallallunftallunfitunftunfit, animalanimalss by starvot.onstarvotonstarvation.
,

ddisease, sease , shoollnqshooting ,

beatingbeol Ing to death , etc .

3. At the present time , a single team ofofnneofninennenine, or ten dogsdogs-
ISIS often qUite adequate to over the needs ofofseveralseveral fomrlesfamilies,

,

If the dogs are In reasonably goodgoodcond'llongoodconditioncond'lloncondlloncondition' . One team InIn-
good

in-
goodgoodgoodconditioncondition IisS worth forfar more to a vIllage than ten teamteams< ofof-
poor

of-
poorpoor dogs in badbadcondtlonbadconditionconditioncondtlon, .

4 . The traditiontrad.tlontradtlon. of the EskimoEskmo, has alwaysolways been "feastfeast" oror-
famone

or-
faminefaminefamone . " WithoutW.thoutWthout. supervision5up.erV.Slon5uperV.Slon5uperVSlon. . , a0 nativenotve, willwrll feed hishs, dogs allall-
the

all-
thethe food he hasha5 on hand , withwithnono forethought whatever towardtoward-
aa future emergency He satisfiessatl sf , e5 hishi 5 own appetiteappet.teappette. inon thethe-
same

the-
samesame way when presentedpresentedwthpresentedwithwithwthwthawitha, a "treattreat" . " UnlessUnles5 your organiorgonl-orgonlorgani-orgonl-
z01.on

organi-
zotran

¬-

zationz01.onz01onzotran. has persons present to control the use of the dog foodfood-
donaled

food-
donateddonateddonaled , there is no question hutbut what a ton of dog foodfoodISisIS-
u5ed

is-
usedusedu5edu5edupuseduupupInu in a single5lngle day andondandaa0 good proportion of dogs unun-unun-
doubtedly

un-
doubtedly

¬-

doubtedly died.ede. from it.tttittit-
I

tit-
suggest

. II-

I

I-

I

I-

sugge5tI suggestsugge5t that you obtainobta.nobtan. a copy of the bulletin printed byby-
the

by-
thethe UniversityUnlver5.tyUnlver5ty. of Alaska , in.nn. whichwhchwhchInstructionswhichinstructions, instructions for dog carecare-
are

care-
areare given . ThisThs, manual , writtenwrollen by peoplep"plepple" who know the sledsled-
dog

sled-
dogdog situationSltuat.onSltuaton. in the north , is15 a complete contradictioncontrad.ctloncontradctlon. ofof-
your

of-
youryour policy , advisingadvl5lng the destructiondestruct.ondestructon. ofofsurplussurplus dogs , thethe-
k.lI.ng

the-
killingkillingk.lI.ngklI.ngklIng. . of the weaker dogs in timet.metme. ofofstarvationstarvation , controlcontrolofofof-
breeding

of-
breedingbreeding , etc . Knowing the hopelessness of teaching thethe-
most

the-
mostmost primitivep.t.vept.veptvepripnitive"", . . peoples any rudimentsrud.mentsrudments. ofofveteronoryofveterinaryveterinaryveteronory medicinemedc.nemedcnemedc.neI-
n

medicine-
in

, .

in regard to parasitesporas.te5poraste5. , etc . , the booklet insteadInsteadattemptsattempts toto-
teach

to-
teachteach the people to protect themselves and theirthe" childrenchildren-
aga.nst

children-
againstagainstaga.nstaganst. being infected by the dogs ' parasitesparas'tesparastes' . ( Dogs andand-
humans

and-
humanshumans' s share suchsuchpara5.te5suchparasitesparasitespara5.te5para5te5. as05 the pmwormpinworm , 'tt>,' t is.55. nn-

ar
IMpos51b/eIMpos51beimpossibleIMpos51be-

to
impossible-

to
/

to clearar the dogs of the worms under nativenalove condicondit . is'". . ,. osasas-
Continued

_ .
( Cont'nvodContnvodContinuedCont'nvodonContinuedan' onan PogoPage 616)6)



Native IntelligenceIntelligence--IntelligenceIs'-
, Is Rapped . .. .

. ., . ,. . .( C.n.lnv.dCnlnv.dCnlnvdCaninv.dCaninvd f.mfmfrom PageP.gPg I ) j

kennUkennelkennUareaskennelareas, areas are a hotbedhotbedofof worm eggs , and ththe. people themthem..
elvesselves live in wchsuch Mthfilth that thfcythytheyth y carry eggs bbgthth to them-themthem-

elves
them-

selves
them-

selves
-

elvesselves from the dog&gg& areas , andanI! bockback to the dog areas fromfrom-
thell

from-
theirthelltheir IIwnown areas . )

,
Ana iiwcIIwouiciwouiciui iInge, ';into AiA . :. f ,the. u'vuvuiuiuve:"' .AnaAn I wouiawc > liKee TO srressslTessstress mis115 :; MII ui01", me uuuva+ uve" i.rs. no.viviuuiuu-

inecessarily
.v-

inecessanly
!

necessarilynecessanly true ofofallall Alaskan Natives , but only of the nornor-nor-
thernmost

nor-
thernmost

-¬-
thernmost andandmostmost isolatedIsolatedonesones , who areore livinglvingl ving the closestclosest-
toto their primitivepri"tivpritiv" . ancestors ' modemod . of0101flife\ff\ , . .. The worst povertypoverty-
problems

poverty-
problemsproblems txistIIxstmist, notot in the most isolatedIsolatedviiisolatedvillagesvillagesvii loges , but in thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages where the intrusion of the whitewhte, man has upset thethe-
normal

the-
normalnormalnormalsyUemnormalsystemsystemsyUem of living (< the huntinghuntong , fishingflshongflshongeconomyfishingeconomyeconomy .,. ) Here ,

the Alaskan Native has become aware ofofwhatwhat should be donedone-
for

done-
forfor' hIS' dogs' and ' htshis' people> ple , andandnono longer accepts starvationstarvation-
and

starvatIon-
and

starvation-
andandand diseaseddisease, seas . as a matter ofofcoursecourse .,

The" - - sumi 0tqltotaltotalofofofallall thisthl s is that many AlaskansAlaskan s feel thatthat-
once

that-
onceonce having donene a service suchsuchasas that you are performing byby-
supplying

by-
supplyingsupplying foodd to these people and their dogs , you are eithereither-

urselves
eeither-

committing
thertherc-

ommIttingcommItting yourselves, -urselvesurselves- to doing theth . samesome on an ever-increasingeverincreasingeverIncreasing-
plane

everincreasing-
plane

-

plane for an i indefiniteIndeflntte lengthlengthofof time , or you are reducing thethe-
chances

the-
chanceschancesnces ofafafsofsurvivalsurvivals rvlval for the dogs in question ifIfyouyou ever stopstapstap-
helping

stop-
helpinghelping the people. MeanwhileMeanwhole the Standarduandarduandardofstandardofof quality of thethe-
northern

the-
northernnorthern dogs isI S being continuallyontlnuolly reduced by your permitpermittingpermitting-
substandard

permitting-
substandardsub-standardsubstandardsubstandardsubstandardanimals- animalslals to be maintainedmaintainedInin excess numbers ,.

I thmkthinkthmkallthinkallallallorumalIoversallanimalloversumal-loversumalloversorumal-IoversorumalIoversanimal-loversanimal- deplore the fact that dogs inunmustmust-
live

must-
livelive In suchsuchobomonablesuchabominableobomonableabominablenmable conditions as they do in the NativeNativ-
evillagesbut

Nativ-
evillagesbutvillages-butvillagesbut- the question raisedraisedISIS worthy ofofconsiderationconsideration :;

unless these people can be guaranteed help on a permanent
basIpermanentbasIpermanentbasisbasiss ., andandeducationeducation enoienough to enable them to control thethe-
situation

the-
situationsituation" wselywisely,'selysely' , is not ththis. . upset,, - . of" the traditional balancebalance-
between

balance-
betweenbetween foodfoodsupplyid supply and dog numbnumbers harmfulharmfulratherrather thanthan-
helpful

than-
helpfulhelpful ?

IImlgl.1Imtgf.tmigt.tmigttmlgl.1mlgl1mtgf.tmtgft. addoddoddInaddinin closing that manymanyarcticarctic authoritiesauthonttes agreeagree-
that

agree-
thatthat getting a northern native of primitivepnmltille background to workwork-
hard

work-
hardhard to AVOID starvation is almost impossible ;; he may laborlabor-
when

labor-
whenwhen starvation is imminentImmonent but at no other time willwoll hehe-
exert

he-
exertexert himself beyond the traditionaltraditIonalroutmetraditionalroutineroutineroutme ; everythingeverythingISisIS-
done

is-
donedone at a certaincertam season/seasonseasonandseason /, andandifif, f the fishfishareare in short supply ,

or the cariboucanbou don'tdont' come through , hishs, solution is to let hishis-
dogs

his-
dogsdogs die , or move to another area , or give some of hishs, childchild-child-
ren

hold-holdhold-
ren

-¬-

ren to another wealthier familyfomoly , or eateql withwithsomeonesomeone who hashas-
more

has-
moremore food than he has . If he is" given money for food , heheirisI ss-

apt
,

apt to buy flour and lardlardenoughenough for a fewfe w days ' rationratlon/ratlonratlonand,/
andand-

spend
anan-

spend
d

Spend the rest of hishi s money on a knife , a new shirtshort ,. or somesome-
utterutterlyutter
see: rrtyuwhyw

)

tyutyuhtyuer, y
useless

theh
e-

rarrivalarrivalof: ,

itemt-
lmo: ofofa)

like'

a etoetoaeton30sgton
earringsa

ofn30sgn30sgf;dog
forf

foodfoodresults':o
his'

results:e
wife: ::;

.

onlyo
It
\;isinnn-

eeasye

an:
y

imim-imim-
mediate

,;toto-
see ¬-

.,

mediate proliferation in the number of dogsdog . ,, rather than anonon-
Improvement

an-
improvementimprovement in the conditioncond'loncondlon' , of those he already has . TheThe-
statement

The-
statementstatement that the Native'sNatives' mindmindImindisisI S completely innocent andand-
choldsh

and-
childishchildishcholdshcholdshISchildishis, is quite true , according to those who know the isoISO-ISO-
lated

iso-
lated

¬-
lated Eskimos and IndiansIndons, , He reacts lust| ust as anon eight-yeareightyear.ght-year.ghtyear.ghtghteightyear-
old

. .ghtyear-
old

-
oldoldwouldwould : "AhAh"AhfAhf". Ah I Now IIcancan keep more dogs1dogs I "

It'tt' might bebeanan excellent idea for the A-VAV- Society to concon-con-
tact

con-
tact

¬-

tact and talk to some of the AmericanizedAmerocan/zedAmerocanzed/ Natives of AlaskaAlaska-
who

Alaska-
whowho havehove modemade great progress in the care and breeding ofof-
dogsand

of-
dogsanddogsand"stendogs-anddogsand- listen"stensten" carefully to fheirtheirthe . suggestionssuggesh n s of how andand-
where

and-
wherewhere help is neededneO'dedneOdedneO'dedmostneededmost' most .,

Yours sincerely ,

Mrs . Lee Fishback , EditorEdtorEdtor-
"Team

Editor-
"Team

,

"TeamTeam" and TrailTra " '" MagazuMagazine


