
Bilingual
BilingualCourts'

CourtsC'ourts ActActS-

enatorSenator John V . Tunney (D .
Calif .) recentlyrecen y re-introducedreintroduced- thethe-
Bilingual

the-
BilingualBilingual Courts Act , requiringrequiring-
translation

requiring-
translationtranslation of all Federal courtcourt-
proceedingo

court-
proceedingsproceedingsproceedingo; involving non-nonnonEnglishnon-EnglishnonEnglishnonEnglish-
speaking

nonEnglish-
speaking

- English
speaking Americans .

Tunney said the measure isis-

necessary
is-

necessarynecessary "toto" ensure equal justicejustice-
and

justice-
andand protect the ConstitutionalConstitutional-
rights

Constitutional-
rightsrights ofoofmillions( millions of AmericansAmericans-
who

Americans-
who

',

who are now discriminateddiscriminateda'gai-

n
discriminate-

dagainstagainsta'gai-

n

agai-

n' t because of thethe-
circumstances

the-
circumstancescircumstances of their birth andand-
their

and-
theirtheir linguisticIingtistic! heritage ."

The bill'introducedbillintroducedbill ,
,' introduced today with

37 Senate co-sponsorscosponsors-- , waswas-

approved
was-

approvedapproved unanimously by thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate last September . HearingsHearings-
were

Hearings-
werewere not held in the HouseHouse-
Judiciary

House-
JudiciaryJudiciary Committee because ofof-

the
of-

thethe press of other business ,

including the presidentialpresidentiali-
mpeachment

presidentiali-
mpeachmentimpeachment inquiry . .

"TheThe"" cornerstone of our legallega-
lsystem

lega-
lsystemsystem is the equality ofof-

treatment
of-

treatmenttreatment it assures to everyevery-
citizen

every-
citizencitizen , rich or poor , young or old ,
blackblack,, brown , red , or white ,"" thethe-
Senator

the-
SenatorSenator said in introducing thethe-
bill

the-
billbill .

languagebarrier"YetYet"VetVet" for millions , the language
barrier prevents a fullful-
lunderstanding

ful-
lunderstandingunderstanding of courtcourtp-

roceedings
courtp-

roceedingsproceedings , and therefore cancan-
deny

can-
denydeny them theirtheirIegaltheirlegallegal rights .

'"II'I"' can thinkthinkofof no experienceexperienc-
emore

experienc-
emoremore frightening oror-
discriminatory

or-
discriminatorydiscriminatory than to comecome-
before

come-
beforebefore the bar ofjustice in either aa-

CriminalcriminalriminalriminalorCriminaloror civilciviJ case and bebe-

unablesunableunable to understand the chargescharges-
oror the testimony because thethe-

proceedings
the-

proceedingsproceedings are being conductedconducted-
inin anali alien tongue . ".

Tunney said the billbillwouldwouldwould-
benefit

would-
benefitbenefit all non-EnglishnonEnglish- linguisticlinguistic-
groups

linguistic-
groupsgroups , the largest ofofwhichwhich is thethe-

Mex
the-

MexicanAmericanMexican-AmericanMexicanAmericanMexcan-AmericancanAmerican- population ofof-

the
of-

thethe Southwestern U.SUS._ . ,

comprising up to 8 million people .

According to the 1970 census ,

Tunney said , there are more than
3 million Spanish surnamesurname-
Americans

surname-
AmericansAmericans in California , or moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 15IS per cent of the state'sstatesstatstate'-
spopulation

.'ss's-

population
''

population . In SouthernSoUthern-
Californa

Southern-
CalifornaCaliforna , alone , he saidsaid,, anan-

estimated
an-

estimatedestimated 47
'

per cent of thetheIthe-

MexicanAmeriean
the-

MexicanAmerican

I

Mexican-AmericanMexicanAmericanMexican-AmerieanAmeriean-
, population isis-

Spanishspeaking
is-

SpanishspeakingSpanish-speakingSpanishspeaking- onlyomy .

The Senator said the bill alsoalso-
would

also-
wouldwould benefit the estimated 1.5151.5-

million
1.5-

million
..

million AmericansAmeridansAmeri ans of PuertoPuerto-

Rican
Puerto-

RicanRican descent ; substantialsubstantialn-
umbers

substantialn-
umbersnumbers of ChineseChinesCf and JapaneseJapanese-
Americans

Japanese-
AmericansAmericans in California andand-
elsewhere

and-
elsewhereelsewhere ; Native Americans ; thethe-

French
the-

FrenchFrench speaking in Maine andand-
Louisiana

and-
LouisianaLouisiana , Americans of CubanCuban-

ahcestry
Cuban-

ancestryancestryahcestry inin- 'Floridain- FloridaFlorida'HondaHonda
'

and elsewhere ,

and other smaller linguisticUnguistic groupsgroups-
throughout

groups-
throughoutthroughout thethecountrycountry .,

In additionad"ditaddit" on , the provisionsprovisions-
would

provisions-
wouldwould apply the estimated 22-

million
2-

millionmillion Americans whose deafnessdeafness-

Ororr severe hearing impairmentimpairment-
causes

impairment-
causescauses difficulty in understandingunderstanding-
normal

understanding-
normalnormal speech .

JJTheThe Tunney bill willwillII require thethe-

simultaneous
the-

simultaneoussimultaneoussimultaneous , oral translation of '

ailal Federal court proceedings inin-

dim
in-

criminalcriminaldim nal cases . ItgivesIt.gives.
. the judge inin-

civilcivili iJ cases the discretion to orderorde-
rqn

orde-
rconsecutivecpnsecutiveconsecutiveqn) , ecuthe or summarysusummar-
ytranslation

marymar-
ytranslationtfanslationtranslation rather-ratherratherthan-., thanthan-
situltaneous

1,

simultaneousdrltultaneoussitultaneous . "OurOur" nation hashas-
taken

'

taken
, important steps inin'rece-

nt

inrece-

nt'
recentrecent-

years
,

yevelusyearsyearstors to meet , the needs ofof-

110hEnglish
of-

nonEnglishnonEnglishspeakingnon-EnglishnonEnglish110h-English110h- speaking minoritiesinprities ,. '

iBijingualEdUcationBilingualEducationincludingncludingicluding'passageicludingpassage'passagepassage''passage of the BijingualBilingual
Education Act iniri 1967 ," Tunney II-

aid
I-

saidsaidaidsaid; .:. ' ,
'tt
'

"WeWe"Ie|"!°We must now extend thisthis-

nOf11entum

this-
momomomentumnOf11entumtnentum by passage of thethe-

ailingual
the-

BilingualBilingualailingualAct"rHeCourts ActAct"rActr.." y\y-

lIelIeHeHe urgesurges-urgesearly,- early Senate passagepassag-
el

passage-
andandl,d'promptdprompt'prompt hearings by the HouseHouse-
ludiciary

House-
JudiciaryJudiciaryludiciary Subcommittee chairedchaired-
byby> y ' 'RepRep'

Rep . Don '
EdwardsEdwards,, ofof-

CaliforniaCaliforniaa1ifornia: .,.


