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Glacier Basin, Named for Pilot
GeographicNamesTheTh U.SUS. . Board on011 GeographicGeograp ' cc-

NamesNamesNames has approved thether-
ecommendation

ther-
ecommendationrecommendation to change thethe-
name

the-
namename of Ruth Amphitheater toto-

Don
to-

DonDon Sheldon AmphitheaterAmp.hitheater. ..
'.

Governor Jay Hammond , thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Geographic Board ,

and other had recommended thethe-

change
the-

changechange for the well-knowwellknow- AlaskaAlaska-
bush

Alaska-
bushbush pilot who died in January .

TheTh e glacier filledf1l1ed basin isis-

southeastsoutheastoutheast of the summit of Mt..
McKinleyM<;KinIey at the head of RuthRut-
hGlacier

Ruth-
GlacierGlacier.. The official federalfederal-
statement

federal-
statementstatement says the amphitheateramplamphitheater-
named

theatertheater-
namednamed for "DonaldDonald" E . Sheldon
(1921-1975)(192119211975)1975(( - ) , Alaska bush

'-

pilot
p-

ilot
'-

pilotwho
'

pilotpilot-
whowho flew over 27 years in supportsuppor-
tof

suppor-
tofof mapping , patrol, , '

mountaineering , search-searchsearchand-, andand-
rescue

and-
rescuerescue , and wildlife air-censusaircensusaircensus-
operations

aircensus-
operations

-

operations on or ini.n. the area ofofMtMt..

McKinley . "
In relatedr.elated. development , thethe-

State
the-

StateState has been presented withwithawith-
pa

wit-
hpainting

a

paintingpa n t i ng of the SheldonSheldo-
nAmpl1itheater

Sheldon-
AmAmAmpl1-itheaterAmpl1itheaterpph-iphih-ihi-- t heater area byby-
internationally

by-
internationallyinternationally know muralistmuralist-
James

muralist-
JamesJames Perry Wilson . Wilson , 82 , ofof-

Pelham
of-

PelliamPelhamPelliam , New York ,, was in AlaskaAlaska-
inin 1971' 971 and flew with Sheldon intoIn-

the
to-

thethe McKinley area taking photosphotos-
and

photos-
andand making field sketches forf t thethe-

Museum
the-

MuseumMuseum of Science in Boston ,

Massachusetts ,.

Fourteen of Wilson'sWilsons' Mt.,.

McKinley paintings werewere-
displayed

were-
displayeddisplayed at the State Museum inin-

January
in-

JanuaryJanuary .

Because of his friendship withwith-
Sheldon

with-
SheldonSheldon , Wilson had planned toto-

give
to-

give
.

give him the painting ofofwhatwhat isis-

nownow Sheldon Amphitheater .

Upon learninglearrung of the bush pilot'spilots''

deathdea t h , Wilson presented thethe-

picture
the-

picturepicture to the State of Alaska inin-

Sheldon's
in-

Sheldon'sSheldon'sSheldons' honor ,.

Museum curator Alan MunroMunro-
said

Munro-
saidsaid the painting would go intoInto-
the

into-
thethe growing collection of AlaskaAlaska-
fine

Alaska-
finefine arts .


