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GOVERNORGOVERN0R JAY HAMMOND

Letter on EasementsEasements-
To

Easements-
ToTo Secretary MortonMorton-
Raises

Morton-
RaisesRaises Group'sGroups' IreIreGo-

vernor

IreGo-

vernorGovernor Jay HammondlIammond has come in for some severesevsevere-
criticism

rere-

criticismcriticism from the Alaska Federation of Natives as a result ofof-
an

of-
anan April 4;, 11975975 letter which he sent to Secretary of thethe-
Interior

the-
InteriorInterior , Rogers Morton on easements .

Roger Lang , President of the Alaska Federation of Natives
and1Id JohnJ9hn Shively , Executive ViceVice-
President

VicVic-

President
e

President hadhadrequestedrequested that thethe-
State

thth-

State
e
ee

State of Alaska review their standstand-
on

stand-
on

I

on easements and give particularparticulaparticular-
attention

particula-
attention

r

attention to the State'sStates' standstand-
regarding

stanstan-
regarding

d1

regarding aarerequestest for 25 footfoot-

easements
foofoo-

easements
t

easements on auall ocean coastlinescoastlinecoastlines-
on

coastline-
on

ss
on Native lands ..

Roger Lang and John10hn ShivelyShively-
were

ShivelShivel-
were

y,
were scheduled to meet with thethe-
Governor

thth-

Governor
e

Governor in March ., However , thethe-
Governor

thth-

Governor
e

Governor was sick and a meetingmeeting-
took

meetinmeetin-
took

g
took place between severalsevera-
lrepresentatives

severseve-
rrepresentatives

al
gal

I

representatives of the StateState-
government

StatSta-
tgovernment

e
government , including BobBob-
Palmer

BoBo-

Palmer
b,

Palmer and MUceMiJceMike Smith . TheThe-
meeting

ThTh-

meeting
e:

meeting did not resolve anythinganythinanything-
and

anythin-
and

g:

and it was agreed ''thatthatthat thethe-

Commissioner
thth-

Commissioner
e
ge

:

Commissioner of NaturalNatural-
Resources

Natural-
Resources

I

Resources , Guy Martin , wouldwould-
follow

woulwoul-
follow

dl

follow up with a meetingmeetingatAFNat AFNAFN-
Commissioner

.

Commissioner Martin did meetmeet-
with

meemee-
with

t
with Roger Lang and John10hn ShivelyShively-
on

ShivelShivel-
on

y
on April 2nd2rtd and on April 4th thethe-
Governor

thth-

Governor
e

Governor sent his letter to thethe-
Secretary

thth-

Secretary
e

Secretary of the Interior whichwhich-
showed

whicwhic-
showed

h
showed no change in the State'sStatesState's-
stand

State 's
stand on coastal easements .

President Roger Lang said , "II"I-

was
" I

was very disappointeddsappointed in thethe-

manner
thth-

manner
e

manner in ' which the StateState-
handled

StatStat-
handled

e
handled this . The Governor hashas-
not

haha-
not

s
not met with us on this subjectsubjecsubje-
caid

t
andaildaidsubjectaild, theththdp( pftoplep.JCplepJCple.ople thatth t workw rk underunderrunder-
him

under-
him

r

himhimseexftseenfseexftseerfi' to be treating thethe-
easement

thth-

easement
e

easement issue as if it were ofof-
minimal

oo-

minimal
f

minimal importance .

"WeWe" all know that the easementeasement-
issue

easement-
issueissue is very important to NativeNativNativ-
ecorporations

Nati-
vcorporations

e

corporations and NativeNativei-
ndividuals

Nativei-
ndividualsindividuals . The easements whichwhich-
the

whicwhi-
cthe

h
hnthe State are requesting onon-

coastlines
oo-

coastlines
n

coastlines andlind, the linearlinear-
easements

linear-
easementseasements they want bnonon-
waterways

oo-

waterways
n

waterways will , by the-Govemor'stheGovemor'sGovemorsthe-Governor'sGovernor'sGovernorsthe-GovernorGovernortheGovernor's-
own

-- 's
own admission ,. cause greatgreat-
trespass

great-
trespasstrespass problems for NativesNative-
sHowever

,.

However , the State has nono-
solution

nn-

solution
0

solution to this trespass problemproblem-
and

problem-
andand is interested in only makingmaking-
sure

making-
suresure that the Natives do notnot-
receive

not-
receivereceive full fee title to this land ."

Another rnajormajorJajor issue for thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives andand-
the

and-
the

,.

the Nativeative corporations has beenbeen-

that
been-

thatthat the use of land by NativesNativesINatives-
should

Natives-
should

I(

should notnof be <!( the basisbsisb sis on whichwhich-
easements

which-
easementseasements are reserved . However , :

<

thetheStateState.State-State.- feels that easementseasements-
should

easements-
should

,

should be reservedr served basedbasbasedd onon-

Native
on-

NativeNative use in ordero der "toto" protect thethe-

NativesNatives from tlieirtheir corporations" ,. jj-

John
J-

10hnJohn10hn Shive1yShivelysaidShivelyisaid;;:said , " the State'sStatesState's-
desire

' '.

desirede ire to 'protectprotect'protprot' ct Natives .fromfromfrom-
themselves

.

. 11-

thems
\

themselvesthems Ives' would be ', moremore-
credible

(

credible if the NativesNativeswerewerewere indeedindeed-

askingaskingaskingor/ororlor/for '' this protection .

HoweverHOWevet , NativesNativ s understand thatththat-

the
t

the ' 'eeeasements'
easementssements requestedquestedlquestedl by 'thethe' thethe-

State
\

'
State are takuig'atakuigatakingtakingataking a property rightfightright-

of
t

"-

and
a-

nd
"-

and
a-

nd"'ofr:'theirstheirs'" theirs'and'thetheirsandthe'thethe'

the easementseasements-areeasementsareeasementsare-
going

'- are rr-

goinggoing to1'010to' causeca se considerableconsiderabl-
eproblems

i\:
problemsproblemswithpr blems ;: \withwithywithwithnonNatfvesywithnonNatives\! , with non-NativesnonNativesnon-NatfvesNatfvesnonNativest-
respassing

- 'rr'r-
trespassing

' r
trespassing on NativeN tive lands .:

'-

v
v\'v

"The1The1", ,TheThey 1 NativesNativesare)/areare/, areare- "muchare- muchI'muchImuch
'

, 'muchmuch'" morem-'orem-oremore-moremore-

content

'
"-

JEEE-

ccontentccontent1tent to have tot deal
,
with' theirtheir-

corporations
rpp-

corporations
p.

corporations.
''forJforaccess,, for J' accessaccess

,
than .to, ,

cc
:: , I ,) , ;

,
; '! ' "

H ' I ' ; '

'" . : , '" ,

e
ee
e

I

r

d1

t
ss

y,
e
e
g
I

,

:

:

:

I

l

r

trust theth State and FederalFederal-
I

Federal-
governmentsgovernments to protectptotect theirtheir-

r

their-
interestr-

to
interest by allowing all the public

d-

Native
to use substantial portions ofof-

tt-
State
Native land1and . It amazes me that thethe-

ss-

'paternalism
State is using 19th century
'paternalismpaternalismIpaternalismcenturyIpaternalism' ' to justify takingtaking-

y land rightsriFJtts: from Natives ."
Roger Lang , PresidentPresidet'ttPresidettt' of thethe-

e Alaska Federationederation ofofNativeNatives , alsoalso-
commentedcommented , "TheThe" State and thethe-

I Native Community are very close
together on their stands to try to
keep corridor easements off of
Native lands . However , thethe-
easementseasementseasements that the State wants on
minor waterways and on NativeNative-

I

Native-
coastlines

Native-
coastlinescoastlines will have many moremore-

l

more-
negative

more-
negativenegative ramifications than thethe-
corridors

the-
corridorscorridors most ofofwhichwhich would bebe-

erased
be-

erasedbecauseterased by the year 2001 becausebecause-
thethe corridors wouldn'twouldnt' be used .

"II" understand the GovernorGovernorhasGovernorhas-
many

has
many great problems that hehe-

needs
he-

needsneeds to deal with because of thethe-
State'sState'sStates' financial crisis . However , II-
am

I-

amam extremely distressed that hehe-

could
he-

couldcould not find time to discuss thisthis-
extremelyextremely importantbnportant issue with usus-

personallypersonally . I don'tdont' think hehe-

understandsunderstands that at no time in thethe-
historyhistory of the NativelS'ativelSative' Claims ActActIdidActdid'-

the
t-

he'Ididdiddid the ( State in theirtheirp-

resentationslpresentationspresentationslpresentationslto' to the Congress everever-
roggest

ever-
suggestsuggestroggest that therethere should be suchsuch-
thingsthings as coastal easements andand-

Ii
an-

dlinearlinearIiIinn ear easementse a se; men t s alongaalong-
waterways

Ion gg-

wawater-wayswaterwayswa ter-waysterways- .
1,

"InIn" my opinionopiqion , this is a landland-
grab

land-
grabgrab by the StateSt te of Alaska and ifif-

thththg$ Department of the -,. InteriorInterior-
agrees

Interior-
agreesagrees; with thejthelth State , the NativeNative-
communityicommunity onceoneonte againagaifl will havehave-
toito , go to CourtCouttCourt to protect thethe-
rights

the-
rightsirights we thought we. won whenwhen-
the

when-
the'Landithethe'LandtheLand'LandLand' ClaimsClainisAct' Act was passed in
1971..." ',


