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Cowper: Local development
begins with ws;on of future

by Barbara Crane
for the Thmulra Times

SCAMMON BAY Local
development must begin with a com-
miinlty's vision of the future it wants,
the values it veeks to promote and the
wiy of life it works to maintain, Gov
Steve Cowper told delegntes gathered
here for the 23nd Annoal Meeting of
the Association of Village Council
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period of economic downiurn
demonstrates (o the rest of the state
that in spite of decrensed state support,
comimunities. and public service
organizations can maintain their
vinbility.’
Enw r scknowledged the impor-
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(Continued on Page Four)




* AVCP region
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“In villages, all over Aloska, com-
munity facilities were built with state
funds during the days when oil money
was plentiful, ™ he said. **Unfortunate-
ly, these capital projects, which were
designed lo improve peoples’ lives are
now i linancial drain 1o operate and
malntain,

‘Local pﬁﬂp.-'e are
acutely aware of the
needs and resources. .
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Uwrﬂ'r sand stale uﬂ' icinls have got-
ten the message from AVCP region
communities that they want to control
their own destinies,

. "Local people are acutely aware of

the needs and resources of their own
community,’" he said

During a question und answer
period, t dnlt tes voiced their con-
cems over I issues, villnge
sOverelgnty unr.l licies of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game.

owper said he will seek to accom-

modate the wishes of the communities,
¢ but he stressed that solutions must he
. structured within the framwork of the
Alasks Constitution.

elde] gfioms on

'ﬂw gnw mor
Sish and gunw policies

ar r.!u- AI;%F meeting
photo by Barbars Grane




