ADF&G estimates salmon
harvest at 95.3 million fish

The 1987 commercial salmon
harvest is estimated o have
it harvest of 95.3 million fish weighing
u total of 489 4 million . BOCOoT-
dﬂg to the Alaska Department ‘of Fish

1111| 15 the first time in eight run
thal Alaskas commercial salmon
harvests have fallen below the 100
million fish level.

The ex-vessel value for this season
15 estimated 10 have set a record at an
cstimated $457.9 million. The value
may be even htgl'u' when more precise
pngc information becomes available.

The 1987 salmon harvest was slight-
ly mawe than the pre-season calch pro-

jection of 94,7 million fish. Larger
than expected sockeye salmon
harvests, especially in Bristol Bay —
16 million fish — und Upper Cook In-
let — 9.2 million fish — produce a
totnl  statewide catch of 35 million
sockeye. That greatly exceeded the 23
million projected sockeye harvest,

The swmtewide harvest of 459
million pink salmon, however, was
substantially below the 53.9 million
harvest projections. Failure of pink
salmon returns occurred in Lower
Cook Inlet and Southeast, but were ex-
ceptionally higher than anticipated in
Prince William Sound.




