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The Department’s Child Care pro-
grams are designed to promaote high
guality early childhood programs for
Alaskan children and their families
Rellable and affordable child care isa
vital element of each commumnity's la-
bor force. The child care services pro-
vided by licensed centers and famidly
child care homes represent an impor-
tant nt of the small business
community and local economy.
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Day Care Assistance Program

This State-funded program subsi-
dizes a of the cost of licensed

child care for parents with low in-
comes who are working, in training, or

in school. The m is now avail-
able in 37 communities which have
licensed child care centers and homes.
Participating parents select the child
carne a ts, and is are
made on their behalf to licensed homes
and cenlers.

Head Start — State Share
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nine agencies which

Hoad Start Program money, Thesae
grantees operate more than 6 pro-
grams in urban and rural Alaska. For
over 20 years, Head Start has pro-
moted development of the whole child
by offering educational, nutritional,
medical, and dental services to chil-
dren; and social services and leader-
ship training to their parents.

Child Care Grants

This program promotes quality
child care in licensed homes and cen-
ters by partially funding operating
expenses such as stall wages, benefils
and training; food and toys for the
children; and parent education, Some
190 centers and 170 homes participate
in this program in Alaska,

Education and Training granis

Education and training grants are
awarded on a compelilive basis for
projects which will train child care
practitioners and administrators of li-
censed homes and centers. This State-
funded program provides for 32
grants to 16 communities and state-

wide projects,
Dependent Care Development Grant

This Federal grant program funds
projects for school age child care and
also resource and referral for child care
services. Funds may not be used for
upt-mtlng expenses and are awarded

» The Federal grant runs
H'urez- years starting in October, 1986,




