Degnan says Alaska Native
names are a positive issue

by June L. Degrian

for ithe Tislrag Thmei

UNALAKLEET — Using Aluska
Native numes on butldings and lund
marks can be viewed as a pasitive
racigl ssue

We have been embrotled in a class
arnd racial struggle with the state for
the past century. As Alaska Natives
we have not been treated as well or
equally as our white counterparts

Evidence of the cultural clash s
reflected e the absence of our
presence within the power structure of
the state government and the educa
ol system, The lack of politcal
power and athonty s further evidene
ed by the large numbers of our peo-
ple in jal and confinement,

Alasky is our home and we must
muintain order by communding
Jespect and by conducting ourselves
respectubly . Just because someonce
wants to treat us unfrly does not
toean that we mustallow it o huppen

Wi have the ubility (o guard and pro
“eet our nighis, f we choose o, As
Alnska Natives we have been expoy
= 1o an overabundance of racial pre-
Judice in our communines, hoth wrban
-ﬁnd tural,

The prejudice comes bechuse the
i..hl'['-.ll.lrF'i are jealous and envious of
pur b ownership. We own the lund
thiey want, We must proect our land,
Tanguage and wentity

I will take unity and a collective el-
fort 10 defend and profect our rights

¢ must recognize that of one of us
is ke to suffer, we all wall feel the
pain of prejudice

We have our own Native leaders
who devoted their hves 1o securing our
land and future. They left us with o

We must not
allow someone else
to write our history
or create our heroes
for us.

legucy of hope for better 1o come
Their hard work and perseverance Lid
the groundwork for securing our lan
title. Therr memory must continue o
be revered and respected.

Crur children must be reminded thal
wie have our own heros. We must nol
allow  someone else 10 write our
history or create our heroes for us, We
have struggled tor a lifetime 1o gain
title toour homeland. The struggle 1o
keep the land is gaming momenium to
day. We will need all the support,
strength and unity we can muster
order  [Or us o survive an o
homeland after 1949]

It i difficult for any minority 1o be
recognized by society for  the
achievements attmned i serving their
cwn people and to be elevited into the
place reserved Tor heros, no matie|
how deserving the person may be. The
dominant culture will try 10 discredal
the memorics of our SUccesses,
nidhicule our story and destroy our
culture and respect by orchestrating
name changes on buildings, landmarks
wdd mountains. Don't allow o to
happen

June | Degnan was born in
Unalaklees, ard her family has lived
there for centuries. She s a Yupil
Eskimi — a teacher, planner. wirtter
and poet




