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Fish mean jobs

To Rep. Don Young

Fish mean jobs, profits and
economic survival in Southwest
Alaska.

Anyone with a job in coastal Alaska,
in st cases, can directly or indinect-
Iy relate that job 0 one commodity —
FISH.

Whether we are lalking about can-
nery jobs, sellin ncF insurance, retailing
jobs of any kind, transportation jobs
or government jobs, we are talking
ubout FISH.

R:Eng?mg of foreign lish process-
g vessels sells out the Aluskan peo-
ple’s jobs in Western and
Southwestern Alnskn.

Our commumnities must have fish for
our harvesters and our processors m
order 0 survive economically.

Special interests shoukd not be given
advantages or special favors over the
rest of us in this crucial battle for fish
— the mainstay of our ecomomic future
in coastal Alaska.

It is curious then that our represen:
tative in Congress, Don Young, in his

surminer letter 1o constituents, does not
mention the effective date on ref]

ing legislation — Jan. |, 1987,

date would truly protect our jobs and
our fish.

If, indeed, the Jan, 1, 1987, effec-
tive date is not part of the reflag-
ging legislation, then our jobs, our
profits, our futures will be sold out in
the bottomfish battles in Congress,

We the undersigned, urge you o
writc Rep. Don Young and our
senators, Ted Stevens and Frank
Murkowski, (o stop thas ruin and run
of our jobs, profits and future. De-
mand a Jan. 1, 1987, effective date on
reflugging legislation of foreign fish
processing vessels,

Mayor Jack Stepeten, ﬁhumn
Mayor Frank Battishill, Chi
Mayor Alex Samuelson, Kin mg

Mayor Jack Foster Sr., Pmni

Mayor Paul Fuhs Unalnskn

Mayor Jerome Sclby, Kodiak Is. Bor,

Mayor Leon Braswell, Dillingham

Rep. CHHT Davidson, Dist. 27

Rep. Adelheid Herrmann, Dist. 26

Workers’ compensation costs

T'o the editor:

Alnskan jobs and businesses will be
threatened more than ever this winter
by skyrocketing costs for workers”
compensation insurance, and that's s
very real threat to every employer and
employee in this state.

workers” compensation system
began in the United States in the ear-
Iy 1900s. It was based on a belief that
an employee should be entitled w©
wige compensation and  hospital-
medical cost coverage for injuries
which occurred on the job.

Workers' compensation insurance
coverage 15 now mandatory for every
employer in the United States, and
Alnska has one of the most generous
benefil and compensation packages in
the country

In 1987, Alaskan workers' compen-
sation rates increased an average of

14.3 percent with some industries
shouldering increases as high as 40
percent. That increase an addi-

tional $20 million to the $155 million
statewide that employers were paying
rmm;g for covernge. It's npccuﬂ
percent ave increase wi
nke effect in |m.w

The potential results are obvious,
Businesses already hard hit by a falier-
ing economy will be dealt a death blow
by higher premiums. Jobs will be lost
by the hundreds.

The problem is nut that the system
is being abused in large part, but rather
that the system has gone far heynn:l
what it was ever f
complish. The goal of wurkm cnm
pensation should be to help an injured
worker recover and 1o return to gain-
ful loyment. During the times of
disability, the worker s be fuir-
ly compensated al o level comparable

o the income which would be
gencrated if the worker were on the
job at which the imjury occurred.

However, the basic premise of
workers' compensation has  been
altered in Alaska, Under our system
there is lirtle or no incentive Lo return
o work.

Why s Alaska's system so expen-
sive! There ure numerous reasons,
Alnska is one of only two states which
provide that benefits paid 10 an injured
worker will be on 200 percent
of the statewide avernge weekly wage
This can result in a weekly compen-
sation wage of more than $1, 100, wx
free, while the salary an employee
may have been earning while on the
Job was significantly less.

To make matters worse, & worker
injured in Aluska my choose to move
o another state with a substantially
lower cost of living, yel be compen-
sated at the rate determined in Alnska.

Cnmfcnﬂtmn is based on a
worker's income for the past two
years. Under Alnakan law o person can
work on the North Slope urning
$40,000, then switch 1o a j ying
half that, become injured on fﬁ‘
job and be compensated at a rlu:hu
ed almost totally on the job. As
i result, thllpr.nunwmdumnm
from workers' compensation than
from working,

Unlike many states, Alaska has no
provision for ¢ reviews of stan-
dards for treatment of injured workers
by medical or rehabilitation providers,
nor ll'l}’ for fees.

Many other factors have driven up
the cost of coverage including
runaway medical costs, the failure ul‘
pccupational rehabilitation legislation
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Legislation would create new boroughs

To the editor:

During this past legialative session,
| introduced House Bill No. 1, legisla-
tion that would convert the unorganiz-
ed wreas of Alsska into third ¢lass
bﬂrmglu The legislution allows areas

m!pnhr.umhlr own as first or se-
lass boroughs or as home rule
boroughs if they do so before July 1,
1989. No doub, the legislation will
receive much public debate over the
nexi several months,

I would like to share with your
readers my reasons for introducing the
legislation, my thoughts as 1o the ad-
vantages borough government woulkl
offer the citizens of the unorganized
borough and my hopes and aspirations
for the state if thi nr:glilutmn were I
be passed,

| believe it is Jong past time that we
come together s one people and one
state. 1t 1s time that we rid ourselves
of the ““we versus they ' thinking that
has oo long permeated the rural and
wrbun areas of the state. 1t is tme that
peaple Tromm all areas of the state join
as partners o make this state the best
thut it can be.

It s time that we join mot oaly i
maximizing local comrol but also n
sharing local responsibility for pro-
prams and services.

The Aluska State Comstitution,
ratified by the le of Alaska in
1956 and implemented in 1959, call-
ed for "‘maximum local sell-
government with o munimum of local

overnment units'’ and states, ““All
ocal governments shall be vested in
boroughs and cities. ™

Almaost 30 years later, we have yet
to complete the process leading 1o
what | believe the Convention
delegites had in mind when they wrote
Article X.

Instead, we have an area covering
two-thirds ol the state operating under
o complex and oftentimes confusing
system of local governments, guasi-
governments, tribal governments and
service nreay lacking consistency and
congruity, We have citizens lacking
many o the basic services provided
in the organized boroughs, citizens
highly dependent on the federal
government, citlzens who view
themselves as separate from
mainstream Alaska.

| believe it is time 1o improve that
situntion. [ belleve it is time to join in
partnership to develop the human and
nutural resources thal we have, to pro-
vide more aquitable services scross the
state, and to move toward economic
development of the state as a whole.

e Workers’

iContinued om Page Two)

in 1982, u lack of limits on
nefits and o lack of frowd

in lon,
nre being ex-

employces
cludur.l from Alaskan jobs because
Outside ies can bid on those

cannot compete for those
remedy these and dozens of

I believe borough government
hout the state, in cooperation
with state and federal governments,
can benefil all Alaskans and most im-
portantly those of fulure generations.
The advantages of organizing
borough government, | ve are
many — some are very practical and
immediate and some ure not guite so
ble. Most directly, wﬂ a pc:rlu-cl
of years each new &00
borough would receive JXN) in
stnte assistance to defray the cost of
transition to borough government, (It
would be $300,000 in the first year,
$200,000 in the second, and $100,000
in the third. Also, under municipal
land entitlemnents, un ares bﬂummg
n borough would be entitled to |.|IP
10 percent of the total acreage of va
cant unapproprinted, unreserved state
land within is boundaries with a it
of 20 ncres per citizen.)

The organization of hnmu%h
government would result in eligibili
ty for state municipal assistance and
revenue shaning momes 0 newly
organized boroughs, both of which
allow n good deal of Mexibility in spen
ding. These funds can be used 1
finance local service delivery and 1o
reduce local txes and to *'assure that
ni municipality sulfers impoverish-
ment of necessary public services,
relative o other municipalities,
becayse of the chance location of tax:
able wealth in the state.”” (Chapter
155, SLA 1980) In other words,
vrganization would result in a broader
range of services — including but not
lmited to legal, health, public safety
police and social services.

Also borough organization would
E(mw.ir the opporunity for area-wide

mding power and therefore area
wide economic areas — the number
and kind to be decided by the citizens
af the borough.

| add the emphasis in the lusi
sepience, because in omany  ways
organization would allow for the
assurnption of a greater degree of sell-
government, rather than less self-
government a8 argued by opponents of
organization. Under provisions of the
Alaska E‘{mslilulinn. the state
Legislature exercises *‘any power or
function in an unorganized b-urrmgh
which the assembly may CXCrCise in
an organized borough.”" In other
words, by organizing borough -
ment, the people would take for
themselves many of the ers and
functions now in the hands of the
Legisiature.

At the same time, it would enhance
greater H:mumnhll’ltjr upon decision-
makers affecting their lives. No longer
would so many of the important deci-
sions be made in farnway Juneau by
legislators unfamiblar with local cir-
cumstances;, rather, those decisions

would be made by local leaders electad
in local elections.

Let me add but two more advan:
tages: First, borough government
would enhance coastal management
and protection suthority. Finally,; with
orgamzation, each  borough could
function as & corporate entity o hire
employees, neguire and sell property
and collect taxes (most importantly,
Crom gos and oil, timber and Gsheries
industries and development.  from
which xes now flow into the stale
ciffer)

In short, organzation would provide
rural Aluska the umbrella of powers
and services that organized boroughs
now have. In doing so, it would lessen
many ol the inequitics between rural
and urban areas and within the rural
areas themselves, As for the later,
resources within each newly organiz:
ed borough would bene it all the peo-
Fm ¢ of the borough, not just a few who

ppen to live in the area where those
resources are developed,

From the Legislature's viewpoint,
organization would allow state govem-
ment to more efficiently and effective-
ly deal with its le — under the
authority of the Alaska Constitution
und Title 29 of the Alaska Statutes. It
would ide the state n legal entity
with which to deal; it would lessien the
confusion surrounding funding to
various entities within the unorganiz-
ed borough; and it would eliminate
much of the overlap, duplication and
lack of services in rural Alaska (and
therefore with it the confusion among

compensation panel

Workers: Compensation Commiice of <
5 tee 0
Alaskn, a statewide organization, Is
reviewing every aspect of the law,
WCCA hopes to present a legislative
package negotinted by lubor and
nm;ﬂnuﬂ to the Legislature in

‘Pﬂlih rs are the only group
whmmum this hyhﬂ'll
und labor iswue. As
tiu businasses will fold,
Jobs with them. It is in
llﬂﬂhﬂhm
as it was origimily intended.

Wﬁhmmﬁﬂ: input of both

to help
our sy stem :I'Fcughle and truly
bﬂ'l‘ﬂl."-lll to the injured worker who

compensstion and
auhllnu back to work.
wanl more information
on WCCA muy call 344-1577. Only
by can we to en-
sure that n jobs and
remain Yiable for our future.

rural resadents as o which agency s
responsthle lor delvermg a particulas
SErvICce )

I will end by poanting out 1w
thangs: lirst, | think itis very impios
tnt e understond  that  borough
organizabion s onol dEn anempt o
climmate tnbal government in the
rural areus, Rather, as | see i, inbal
andd borough governments would work
compatibly  with the siate and the
federal  governments, village  and
regional corporations and nonprofi
organzations o provide a level ol ser
vice not now  aviilable to naral
citizens,

In fact, | would guess that in msny
preas curtent tribal leadess would be
elected as leaders of the horough
Those leaders, with the strength ol
local government at therr sides, would
have the opportunity to enhance
cultwral bridge between present and
future genemtions of Native Alaskans

Secondly, as | stated in the beginn-
ing, HB | allows (in fact, it en-
courages) cach area (o incorporate as
it wishes — as a [irst or second class
borough or under i home rule charter
— before the 1989 deadline.

I am sure that there will be many
with ns about und objections Lo
organizing the rest of the state. |
welcome those questions and objec-
tiony, for it is time to begin the de
and it is time 10 complete the process
begun morg thun three decades ago.

Ronald LEIT::EIT
Palmer
Thanks to all
To the editor:
1 wmgﬂﬁrm, thank everyone st




