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the state revenue sharing pro-
gram and the municipal assistance
programaretheprogram are the two primary state pro-
grams for local government support
outside of the heldfield of education the
current state revenue sharing pro-
gram was passed in 1980 and was
designed to support local services
throughout the state while making
allowances for the unequal distribu-
tion of taxable property throughout
the state

the revenue sharing program
consists of two main components the
tax equalization component is de-
signed to even out differences in tax-
able wealth by paying relatively more
shared revenues to those communities
which have little taxable property the
second component miscellaneous
services entitlements pay for specific
services such as maintenance of roads
and ice roads health facilities and
hospitals volunteer fire departments
outside of municipalities and public
services in unincorporated communi-
ties the revenue sharing program
provides for a minimum municipal
entitlement of 25000 plus a geo-
graphic differential

the municipal assistance pro-
gram is designed to reduce local taxes
about 10510.5 nmillion dollars are distrib-
uted annually to municipalities based
upon municipal receipts in fiscal year
1978 from the gross business license
tax which the municipal assistance
program replaced the balance of
program funds is distributed on a per
capita basis to municipalities around
the state departmental regional office
staff and program staff are available
for assistance in completing applica-
tions and meeting other program re-
quirementsquire ments for participation in the
program


