Governor inspects Army Guard units

by Barbara Crane

Foor the Thadpa Tiues

Lniv, Steve Cowper traveled to
Bethel, Scammon Bay, Emmonak, Si
Muiry s anl Kotzebue on o recent thiree
day irp o Western Alaskn

The governor inspecied Armiy Na
nonal Guard units, met wath village
residents and participated in events and
cerenmonies in cach L'I.IIHII'II.IHI'[:'.

SUAMMON BAY

b 92 sehonl chaldren and teachers
i scarnmon Bay greeted Cowper on
Oct. 15 with cheers and homende
stgna, Alter o guick tour through the
village, the governor joined  the
children tor o wrkey lunch ar the
schowl caletera

Alter lunch Cowper addressed the
200 Annunl Meeting of the Assicin
ot of Village Council Presidents

Meal Cowper ispected the Scam
mion Bay Natwonal Guard Armory,
compamed by Ma). Gen, John Schuel
fer. They were given a report on the
unil’s trmining and accomplishments

Cowper commended the unit and
pwirded medals w St 1a Class
David H. Kaganak and Pvi Eva L.
Hunter Tor exceptiomal peformunce of
duties

BETHEL

Cowper and Schaefier then flew o
Hethel in a Nanondl Guand Twin O
ter and mspected the Armory there
Muedals were awarded o0 Staff Sp,
Phiaddeus Tikiun, Sgr. 180 Class
Pairick Thiele. Sgt. Fredenck Watson,
Spl Stanley  Rodgers, Ple James
Fikiun, Staff g0 Leo Andrew. Spi
Ellen Frday, Sgi. Jesse Hunter and
Master St Bobby Anderson

o hes comments, Cowper nited the
wony of his being thelr commander in
cheel when in s own briel military
cinee T he Bado ' mude o past the rank
ol private

EMMONAK

Cowper arrived in Emmonak O
L6 am] was greeted by Mayor Sin
Peters and  City Manager  Tames
Eksied

Fuollowing a brief ceremony to open
o new runway ot the nirport, o parade
ol prckup trocks and ATVs made »
guick tour of the town. The povernor

e AVCP Annual Mrrir'n;.,' Wels i .‘I‘i'rm‘tmrm_ﬂ;;_\'

inspected Emmonak s new swater ang
sewer plant and col o nibbon t mark
s offcul opening.

Cowper then talked w Emmonak’s
PO students, emphasizing that they
showld “stay i sehool — don't drop
ol

The governor and Schaefler
spected the Emmonak National Guard
Armory. Schaeffer emphasized how
rmportant the National Ciuard s payroll
15 1 the community s coonomy. and
urged them to take advamtape ol every
training or  leadesship opportunity
aviilable

A patluck Tunch was served, Teatur
g senl meat, and many of the
restdents hid a chance 10 speak with
the governor and shake his hand

ST. MARYS

Cowper arrived in St Marys on the
alternoon of Oet. 1 Again, he ad
Schaeller met with the focisl National
Croard umits. Sgi. Michael Shepparnd
and Sgi. Anthony Sheppard receivid
miedals Trom the governos

St Murys Mayor Andrew Paukun
ook Cowper on a tour of the village,
poanting oul new projecis and areas
that still need some atention, The
povernor  then  addressed o town
meeting, histened o residents” ¢on
cerns and answered their questions
Muany of the comments amd questions
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concerned the poor fishing season they
hind just been through

KROTZEBUE

Chn Ot 17T Cowper toured the new
“Mukwk'" Marston Army National
Cuand Armory in Kotzebue, head-
yuarters of the “"Eves and Edrs of the

Arctic. ' The governor and SchaclTer
heard a report on the unit’'s ac-
complishments and awarded a medal
o Maj. Raymond Coppock

Cowper then addressed a session of
the North and Northwest Mayors'
Conference. He emphasized his will
ingness 10 ke advice from the peo-
ple who will be affected by his ad-
ministration’s decisions. ""All the best
ideas plwavs come from the bottom
up.” he said. “*More responsibility
should go 1o the communities,

When questioned about his manne
mammals management  policy,
Cowper said he believes some sort ol
resrClons are Necessary 1o preserve
the species, but *lederal management
won't work. People in the coastal
communities must be involved, "'

The mayors asked for siate
assistance with lisbility insurance and
paperwork problems, and they re
guested fimancial assistance for en
forcement 10 communities  which
banned alcohol. Questions were ulyo
asked on the Arciic Natonal Wildlife
Refuge, the Longevity Bonus and
revenmnuae HII.H.TI]'IH.

Fhat aflternoon a large crowd
guthered ar the Kotzebue High School
i honor former Sen, Frank Ferguson
and his wife Sophie.



