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Friends gather in Kotzebue
for Sen. Frank Ferguson Day

by Barbara Crane
for the Tt Theen

Friends, relatives, colleagues amd
constituents gathered in Kotzebue Ot
I7 to honor former Sen., Frank
Ferguson and his wife Sophie.

A proclamation in honor of Frank
Ferguson Ih?' was read by Gov. Steve
Cowper. “‘Frank Ferguson was the
best and most effective legislator this
stale has ever had,'" Cowper said.

Lt. Gov, Steve McAlpine review-
ed many of the projects Ferguson had
been involved in and recalled that,
“"Whenever pcra:.»ll: nsked Frank how
the state could afford a project in rural
Alaska, Frank's answer was, 'How
can we afford not o7 "

Sen. Willie Hensley, who replaced
Ferguson in the Legislature, and
former Sen. John Sackett reviewed
some of the ights of Ferguson's
|6 years in the ure, calling him
n most influential and productive
mummm w}:;i worked n;mmmly IEE

good of his ¢. Ferfuson
been re-clected to his Semate seat in
1986, but had to resign because of
heafth problems resulting from strokes

‘Frank Ferguson

was the best and most
effective legislator. . .’
he suffered. =

Representntives from many local
and regional groups remembered how
Ferguson had he them over the
years, More than once, the memories
and emotions of the diy brought tears
to the speaker, the Fergusons and the
audience.

Along with dozens of plagues and
commendations, the BONS recely-
ed several fur parks, a rifle, several

intings, fur hats and tickets to the
Super Bowl. Maniilag announced their
donaition of 523,000 to fund a scholar-
ship in Perguson's name. And NANA
Regional Corp. donated o jade and
wooden desk,

The Northern Lights Dancers of
Kotzebue performed m lﬁ
ce ; Atlgusuk ks n
e e s

¢ o participate via a live !
hoakup. .




