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Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

Correspondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D. C-Sta-CStaC-StaCStag-
ing

CStag-
ing

.- -.
ging what they termed an "eleeelee"elec-"elecelec"elee-"elec-
mosynary

"elee-
mosynary

" ¬-

mosynary " reception last week ,

the Alaskans on the PotomacPotomac-
inaugurated

Potomac-
inauguratedinaugurated their office at 15081508-
19th

1508-
19th19th Street NW .

The young group , founded inin-
December

in-
DecemberDecember to provide supportivesupportive-
services

supportive-
servicesservices to Alaskans and AlaskanAlakanAlakan-
Natives

Alaskan-
Natives

$
Natives visiting Washington , heldheld-
the

held-
thethe reception to raise funds forfor-
meeting

for-
meetingmeeting office expenses .

The program began with aa-
slide

a-
slideslide presentationpresentatioit by RaymondRaymond-
Paddock

Raymond-
PaddockPaddock , Jr. , and concludedconcluded-
with

concluded-
withwithwithaa discussion on rural AlaskaAlaska-
housing

Alaska-
housinghousing with AlaskaAlaskai , Senator TedTed-
Stevens

Ted-
StevensStevens .

Paddock ,. a Tlingit Indian oriori-oriori-
gioally

¬.-
ginallygiJ\allygiJallygioally\ from JuneauJunehu and thethe-
organizafion's

the-
organization'sorganization'sorganizationsorganizafion'sorganizafions ' vice-presidentvicepresident- ,
talkedta ed about economiceconoeconomicic and houhou-hou-
sing

¬.-
sing patterns amongamonggAlaskaAlaska 'NaNa'Na-'Na-

tives

'' ¬.-
tives .

Senator Stevens receivedr ceived quesques-ques-
tions

¬.-
tions andandrevealedrevealed liisqisliis thoughtsthoughts-
onon the recently announcedannounced fefe-fefe-
deral

¬.-
deral housing i, programprogram for ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
Alaska

.
Alaska villages .

The most crucialcrucia aspect ofof-
the

of-
thethe program , said Senator SteSte-Ste-
vens

¬.-

vens , is to make full use of all
1200 units allocated for AlaskaAlaska-
during

Alaska-
duringduring the comingc ming fiscal year .

"IfIf" only 600 houseshou5es are builtbuilt-
prior

built-
priorprior to JulyJuty'tJutyt'-of

o-f'-of
o-f';>f 19721912-19121912we,..-, we willwill-

only
will-

onlyonly be ', able tototogetget 600 houseshouses-
next

houses-
nextnext year ,,"' Senator StevensStevens-
stated

Stevens-
statedstated .

"II" believe this is a problemproblem-
ofof delivery ," hebehecontinuedhe"continued/continuedcontinued'continued/,
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. -,'
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the unitsunitscaii.cancan.., .cancan., ., be builtbullt wouldwould-
result

would-
resultresult if , for example , 120J120-
houses

2020-
houseshouses eacheachwere-werewere"were"- 'constructedconstructed'constconst' ctedcted-
ininconstructedin. ten locations ratherfather than '

building 12 houseshouses.inhousesin..,.inin. 100 localoca-loca-
tions

loca-
tions

¬-

tions , he said'said
''

. L4L-

Oneof
4-

OneOne-ofOneofOne--of his biggest fears , notednoted-
the

noted-
thethe

'"

'' Senator , is that the{(he AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives may dede-dede-
cid

de-
cide

¬-

cidecid , to begin the program by
buildingbybuildingunits in so many.many. vilviivil-vilvil-
lages

¬.-

lages that delivery problems'problems'problems-
could

'problems-
couldcould prevent construction ofof-
all

of-
allall available housing during thethe-
coming

the-
comingcoming fiscal year .

The AFN has received thethe-
contract

the-
contractcontract as primary consultantconsultant-
for

consultant-
forfor the federal housinghouing$ programprograminin Alaska and has the responsiresponsi-¬.-

bilityresponsibilityof deciding where the
1200 units will be placed .

"IfIf"" we can prove that wewe-
can

we-
cancan deliver these homes thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear , we can move into smallersmaller-
villages

smaller-
villagesvillages in future years ," he said .

Senator Stevens indicatedindicated-
that

indicated-
thatthat he favored adoption of thethe-
modular

the-
modularmodular concept of constructionconstruction-
forfor the rural Alaska program .

The greatest success in publicpublichousingtypehavehousing programs of this type
have come about through thethe-
use

the-
useuse of the modular11,10dular1110dular,

, concept .

The comparative ease of deliverydelivery-
ofofofmaterialsmaterials , rapidrapidandand qualityquality-
construction

quality-
constructionconstruction , and the freedomfreedom-
for

freedom-
forfor homeowners to select fromfrom-
variations

from-
variationsvariations of one basic design areare-
positive

are-
positivepositive favors of the modularmodular-
concept

modular-
conceptconcept , he said .

One recent survey shows thatthat-
eight

that-
eighteight thousand new homes areare-
needed

are-
neededneeded now in Alaska villages,
Senator Stevens added .

It must be remembered thatthat-
tbe

that-
thethetbe purpose of the program isis-
to

is-
toto meet this necessity . HoweverHowever-
well

However-
wellwell intentioned , .anyany., attemptattempt-
toto make thistllis' a hiring project forfor-
small

for-
smalljeopardizesmall villages must not jeoparjeopar-¬-

dize the emphasiseTlphasis( on housing ,
Senator Stevens stated .

Another important considerconsider-consider-
ation

consider-
ation

¬-

ation , he added , is the cost ofof-
the

of-
thethe homes . The cost to thethe-
consumer

the-
consumerconsumer is important .,. ItIt-
should

it-
shouldshould be kept as low as pospos-pos-
sible

-¬-
siblepossiblebecausebccauseccause Congress may exex-exex-
pect

¬.-

greatersharepect recipients to pay a greatergreater-
shareshare afteraf er the Native land claimsclaims-
are

claims-
areare settled , he concluded .

Attending the function werewere-
representatives

were-
representativesrepresentatives of the AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian Press Association , thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau ofofIndianof'Indian'IndianIndian' Affairs , lobbylobby-¬-

working on behalf of the
, and members of Alaskans

the Potomac originating from
places in Alaska .

The group feels its efforts
significant because there are

few non-commercialnoncommercial-- concerns
'supportsupport'' to Alaska NaNa-Na-Na¬-

s.whileswhile,.while
.

they are in Washing-Washing -

.

'AlaskansAlaskans'AA'Aaskans' askans on the Potomac
egan

"
seeking contributionscontnoutions for

operation during June . The
theytheyreceivtheyreceivereceivereceiv are their only

-

sourcesosourceJrceJrceIofIo-fIof, ,of incomein<;ome , since DO110'nono' paypay-pay-
ment

pay-
ment

¬-

ment is '-requestedr-equested'-requestedr-equested'-requestedr-equested' of NativeNative-
representative

Native-
representativesrepresentativesrepresentative who make useuse-
of

use-
ofof theirthe r facilities :..

Most of'of' the furnishings forfor-
the

for-
thethe Alaska group'sgroupsgr<;>lp'slps.! ' new officeoffice-
are

office-
areare on loan from the Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs ._

Mrs. Anna McAlear , one ofof..,

the founders ofpf Alaskans on thethe-
P

the-
PotomacPotomacP , mac , remarked , "WeWe"Wewould"We-would"WeWewould"Wewould-
like

"" -wouldwould.would-. .would-
likelikeliketo-toto-, thank the BIABIASBIASfor., for recogrecog-recog-
nizing

recog-
nizing

¬-

nizing the value ofofwhatof.whatof-whatofwhat-whatwhat-. we areare-
trying

are-
tryingtrying to do and for helping usus-
with

us-
withwith the furniture . "

. Mrs . McAlear and her hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

¬-

band , James , with Mr ., and Mrs .

Adami\damidam\ John and Mr . and Mrs .

44-
on
Mike Rowan , founded AlaskansAlaskans-
onon the Potomac last December .

It has grown to include about 25225-
AlaskansAlaskans , primarily nativesnatives., whowho-
live

who-
livelive in the Washington area .

"AlaskaAlaska" Natives have so littlefitIefitIe-
input

little-
input

(
input into the decisions whichwhich-
affect

which-
affectaffect their lives and which areare-
being

are-
beingbeing made every day in thisthis-
town

this-
towntown . What Alaskans on thethe-
Potomac

the-
PotomacPotomac are trying to do cancan-
really

can-
reallyreally work if people wouldwould-
just

would-
justjust give a darn ," Mrs . McAlearMcAlear-
explained

McAlear-
explainedexplained ., "HeckHeckuHeck" , we cartcan havehave-
our

have-
ourour own little Alaska NativeNative-
embassy

Native-
embassyembassy going here in WashWash-Wash-
ington

¬.-
ington , D.CDC.. .. ""

Included in the project areare-
members

are-
membersmembers of the Alaska ConCallCon-Con-
gressional

¬.-
gressional delegation , congrescongres-congres-
sional

¬-

sionalcongressionalstaff workers , educators ,
government administrators , popopo-.¬-

liticalpoliticaland Indian consultants ,
doctors , lawyers , as well asas-
military

as-
militarymilitary personnel..

President is Thomas Richards ,
Jr. , of Fairbanks and KotzebueKotlebue .,
Paddock is vice-presidentvicepresident- andand-
Adeline

and-
AdelineAdeline KatongaricatonganKatongan, of UnalakleetUnalakleet-
isis secretary-treasurersecretarytreasurersecretary-treasurersecretarytreasurer- . _

AOP is a non-profitnonprofit-- corporcorpor-corporcorpor-
ation

¬.-

ation which hopes to use rereore-rere-
sources

¬- ,

sources of its members andandanyanyany-
professional

any-
professionalprofessional staff it can affordafford-
to

afford-
toto luremrehire to evaluate proposed
legislationproposedlegislationand public or privateprivate-
programs

private-
programsprograms that may affect AlaAla-Ala-
skan

Ala-
skan

¬-

skan Natives .

It .isis.is compiling a library ofof-
information

of-
informationinformation on Alaska NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand also working on a programprogramtoto make travel arrangementsarrangements-
easier

arrangements-
easiereasier for Alaskans visiting thethe-
nation's

the-
nation'snation'snations' capital .

fmancingthefinancingtheProgress towards financingfmancing
the venture was begun with thethe-
reception

the-
receptionreception .: It made some money ,
but it isisaa smallsrnall'beginningsrnallbeginningsmallbeginning"beginningbeginning"' ,.

"FundingFunding" could be a propro--¬

blemproblem,," Mrs . McAlear said , 'butbut"but"but-
we

"but-
we

'""'
we are presistantpres stant people .. JfIfJ( itit-
can

It-
cancan be done at all , I think we cancan-
do

can-
dodarnedharddo it ., We are working ,darnedarnedarned-
hardhard .,"

byAlaskansThe determination shown ' by
Alaskans on ,. the

,\
Potomac ,. seemsseems-

to
seems-

tobyAlaskato nearly equal that ' shownshownI'bybyI1' by
Alaska

".
.

Natives recently in theirtheir-
land

their-
landland claims battle . With thtth.tth.t-
kind

tht-
kind

,.

kind of attitude ,:;
' they may wellweltwelt-

succe
well-

succeedsucceedsucce d .


