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As it seems to happenh ppen sometimess metimes , there is a periodperiodofofof-

befuddled
of-

befuddledbefuddled silence , and inaction , among governmentalgovernmental-
agencies

governmental-
agenciesagencies , both state and federal , when disaster strikesstrikes-
native

strikes-
nativenative commiinitiescommllnitiescommunities in , Alaska . Such anal,) agonizing inin-inin-
action

in-
action

¬-

action is now going ono'non' while ,. many of thethepeoplepeople of thethe-
flood

'waitingforflood ravaged village pfof Galena arere .miserablymiserably.,

' waiting
for something to happen in aa way of assistance promisedpromised-
them

promised-
themthem by different agencies , including the Red Cross , veryvery-
oon

very-
'oon

very-
oon-oonoon'oon-' after the devastating flood hit the community onon-

May
on-

MayMay 22 . And here it jsis-JulyisJulyiS-July 77-47747-47 days'days' since the floodflood-
and

flood-
andandminginiscominginthe people of Galena still don'tdont' know what is.comingcomingiscomingisc., ming
in the waywayofway.of.ofof., help so they can have some measure ofof-
comfort

of-
comfortcomfort when winter comes that-thatthatis- is not really too farfar-
away

far-
awayaway fromfr m now . .

Some of the villagers who lost their homes when thethe-
flooddriven

the-
flooddrivenflood-drivenflooddriven-- ice floes knocked down the houses andand-
carried

and-
carriedcarried them awayaway'areawayareare'are' still living in canvas tents and somesome-
are

some-
are

.
are living in miserable makeshift hovels .

There seems to be no doubt , and as usual , thethe"agendestheagendesthe"agenciestheagenciesthe"agendes-
are

the"agencies-
are

"agencies
are flippingflipping.backflippingback.backback. and forth a/nonganonga.mongamong./ themselvesthemselv s Ideas'ideas"' dei1s ofofof-
what

of-
whafwhatwhaf to do with Galena apparentlyapparently'with'littfe"consulapparentlywithlittfeconsul, ' with

'
little"consul-little"consullittleconsullittle"consul-

tatipn
"" -.=

tatipntaNontation with its people . This isis evident , as JohnJohn'SackJohnSackJohn'SackettJohnSackettJohn'Sackett-
mentioned

'Sacketttt
. , mentionedmentioned in his column on this page todayoday , that anan-

Alaska
anan-

AlaskaAlaska State Housing Authority official suggested thatthat-
Galena

that-
GalenaGalena peoplepeoplemovejnovemove-move- 11 rruiesrni1esmiles: to higher ground near thethe-
dump

the-
dumpdump area of the Campion Air Force Base ,. ThisThis-
literally

This-
literallyliterally odorous suggestion-suggestionsuggestionwassuggest on-, was vetoed by the villagersvillagers-
atat their recentfecent meeting . '

It is also evident , judging from thetH results of meetingsmeetingmeetings-
withwith agency representatives , that nothing has beenbeen-
accomplished

been-
accomplishedaccomplished although the representatives

'

"piouslypiously" "
expressed wishes to help but nothing has happened toto-
date

to-
datedate . This could mean that the agencies haveh ve " not comecome-
to

come-
toto an agreement to spring on the GalenaGalenaJolksGalenafolks'

,folks . .,

Whatever that might bebe ,
'-
we

w-e'we hope that it witHwiftbe.cwiftbecwitt-be.condu-wittbe.conduwittbe.condubeconduwittbe.condu-
cive

- >e.condu-e.condue.condu-
ciye

. ndu -.
ciyedvecive to the Athabascan '

}Indianndian lifestylelifestyle alongalong'thealongthe' the YukonYukon-
River

.

River , in which case Galena ,
folksfolks.mightfolksmight. might concur,concur . , If| f not ,

the agencies will notnofget'anywherenofgetanywhere"' get ' anywhere ':. They mightmight'asmightas' as wellwell-
get

'

getvillagersbecausedown to business fullyf lly Involving'involvi6ginvolvi6g'involving'
.- Galena
G- alena. GalGalenana villagersvillag rsrs-

becausebecause they are the ones who will bebel1ivingbel1ivingat'the'livingivin atattheat'theatthe'
,
the sitesite-

agreed
site-

agreedagreed upon . ' .-


