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. By JOHN SACKETTSACKETT-

My ' 'My"' apologies to*'"< readers , however , since the flood it'sits' beenbeen-
extremely

been-
extremelyextremely difficult to find time to sit down and write anan-
article

an-
articlearticle . I hope that within a couple pfofofweeksweekseeks I'llIll'' have every ¬.

"-

of
o-f"

thing back in shapeshtpe: to at least make itif through 'anotheranother' winter .,
I only wish that things were as weU'wellwell' with the entire towntown-

but
town-

butbut here
.-
it

i-t,. it , is theththemiddlemiddle of the summersummersummerandand no one except
SmallexceptSmallBusinessBusiness Administration (SBA ) has come in yet to assistassist-
the

assist-
thethe disaster victimsvictimsVe. We\VeVeWe'stillWestill\, 'stillstill' still have a number of families living inin-
tents

in-
tentstentsknowingfulland many ' others are living in make-shiftmakeshiftmjike-shiftmjikempke-shiftmpke- homes knowing
full well theythey'cao'ttheycaot'can'tcant'cara'tcarat' ,' make it through the winter but waiting weekweek-
after

week-
afterafter week to hear from all those statest , te and federal agenciesagencies-
who

agencies-
whowho camecame here last month and said they would build homes . .

Where fire$re all those governmental bureaucrats who promisedpromisepromised-
they

'
theyt ey wouldwo ld help out Galena ? Initially ,. they stated they wouldwould-
place

would-
placeplace 52 housinghousingunitsunits in a new site throughthrQugh a combined programprogram-
of

program-
ofof Alaska State Housing Authority , Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-
and

Affairs-
andand the , Red Cross .

There-ThereTherewasTherTherewas'to-. ,waswas'towasto'toto' to be made , available enoughenoughmoney, money for fill andand-
gravel

and-
gravelgravel "streetsstreets'streets'"''-streets

s-

treets'
sosOsOothsootherotherothother, r '-people

p-

eople'-people
p-

eople'-people
p-

eople' who could afford to build .theirtheir., their-
homes

their-
homeshomes "couldcould.could". 'dodo' so'so'so at '-a

a' a reduced price . With'With'' all this in mind wewe-
in

we-
in'theinin'theinthe'thethe' town met nearlyneady everydayeverydayin

,

in planning and selecting a sitesite-
that

site-
thatthat, 98 ;: per centcent of the ' residents ,

wanted ,.,'" ' WeWe'evenWeeven'-evene-ven'-evene-ven' had everyoneeveryoneeveryone-
select

everyone-
select'aselectselect'aselecta

,
'aa'a lot on the newnew Alexander Lake site. .

Then three weeks ' agoilgo
"-
some

s-ome"- somes- ome"-some
s-ome""

,. bright youngyoung-youngmanyoung-manyoungman"-
,
man from ASHAASHA-

decided, decided ', that everyoneeveryoneineveveryoneiyone -inin-' in
'
Galena should movemove11

:
-1111- J11milest milesmiles

c

away 'toto' to '

theItheCampiothe
I,

CampionCampio Air Force Base dump areaarareaa asas this was higherhigher-
ground

higher-
groundground . 1"_

We voted last week against thisthisareaarea but at a meeting threethree-
days

three-
daysdays'Anchoragewith' ago ' our .councilcouncil., presidentpresid nt spent sixsixhours-hourshours-"' in 'AnchorageAnchorage'Anchorage-
withwithpleadingassistance, ASHA , andhd the "'"statestate'state'' .rejectingrejecting.,. this same idea and pleading
assistance inin :' moving

,
the towntowritowp'

. Apparently we'llwell' have ' anotheranother-
meeting

another-
meetingmeeting next week and then probably' the week after till , thethe-
snow

the-
snowsnow starts$tart ' flying .,

'
"

," t,;t-
'We'WeWe' have had meetings '" withwithIwith i' allaU the agencies whowhoJJ, piouslypiously-

stated
piously-

statedstated they want to helphelp\helpbut\, butbut' for 'oneone' one ' reasonreason oror '
. another :'. can'tcantcan't-

do
can't-

do
'

do 'aa' a thing and'and', andand'in"the", 'in"theinthe'
inn- "ttn- tt'""thethe"

e end , 'asas'as I11mentionedImentionedmentioned before ,
,
people ' i1in1"-

government
in

.governmentgovernment"government".
.,

will forget , there 'waswas'\ was a disasterdisaster-disasterin,- in Galena and we
." "

will make out best .
"' ' 'as we can

.
.

"

'II' I supposesupPose thereth re is ' a
.:, partparttpartof

t,
of governmentgOvernmentIgOvernmentthat

,
I' thatthat shows ' itselfitsel-

f'a'lot
itsel-

f's'lot"alotalot'a'lot's'lotslot"' '
, to people butoututhere:.herehere. and creates a lot of frustration andandallallal-

ldt
all-

itxitdtit doesdoe is hurt the basic structure of family life as the ones nownow, ,

HyingIiyingliving in tents will have' to move away when it gets coldercolde-coldecolde-
On

.-., '
.OnOn.,On the ., brighter sidesid of ruralrurallifeirurallifeithe, life *, the king'salmonkingsalmonking salmon'salmon' are running '

and there'stheres' always a lot of excitementexcitment wheawhen theth firstfirstonejone,, is caught..
The king salmonisalmoni; has always been considered ., an .extremeextreme., delideli-deli-
cacy

¬.-
cacyccacycy '- which

w-

hich' whichwhichwas'
,was ' highly prized and it was the belief years

'-

ago
a-

go'

agoago-
alongalongagoalongcaughtthethe Koyukuk , thatt'-

would
w-

ould'
at if you , told'told' anyone when '-

you
y-

ou'

you
'

caughtcaught-
thethe first salmon you would have difficultydifflculty

,
in ., catching more inin-

the
in-

thethe future-futurefutureApparently.:,' -, ApparentlyApparentfy this doesn'tdoesntdoe 'tt' hold true anymore as I[ heardheard'abou-
t

.. .,
'-about
a-bout'-about
a-bout'about the first catch even before the boat landed .

,':",
.

-
,

' '

landedMortonI('
, On ;, statewidestatewid basis I ;; see , where Secretary Morton has been '

touring AlaskaAl slca . ' This is goodgood forusfOLusfor _, us as it'sits'' always difficult., to
'
makemake-

decisions
make-

decisionsdecisions about a place you'veyouve' nevernever seen ,.
' ,

.'andfreezeIt'sItsIrs' to the,
advantadvantagege of the NativeNatlvNative'peopleNativepeople

:,. 'peoplepeople'
, tot extendext nd thethe land'andandland-

freeze
land-

freeze
'

freeze-freezefreezeHowever.:-<:
, However , ' it .shouldshouldshould-., shouldbe.- be pointedpolOted outhatout !'that-hat-hat-hat.ishatis

-

".' is only byby-
coincidence

by-
coincidence. coincidence "" as at thethe'present'timethepresenttime'-present

p-

resent'present 'timetime' it'sits'' also more to thethe advantage *'
of theth federal governmentgovemmenigovemrent to 'havehave' ' it extended ,

as their landslands-
I

lands-
areI* are protected and it disallows anyany immediate court suitssuits .

''
.

,

I have difficultydifflooftybelievingbelieving thatthat'theyarethattheyare'' theytheyare;: are-
i,
doing it onlyonly'fortheonlyfortheonly'forthep-

rotection
nly ,' forfortheforthe-

protectio
,, the

protectionprotectio
.

of the NativeNa ive rights ];:
,'
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