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HumbleAiHumble ' Aids TokToksookkBayBay Pottery .

The villagers off ToksookTToksookksook. areare'larelare'l-
going

are' '

going to ' pot and Stan Zielinski ," ,

assistant professor teachingt aching ceracera-
mics

¬.<

mics a.tat.tt.. University ofdff Alaska ,
isWhelping' helping ,them . ,ItIt'sIts*'s , partpartofpart-ofpartof-ofof.ofof-. ""

of his assignmentassignrn nt in a uniqueunique-
art

unique-
artartart''

program backed by HumbleHumble-
Oil

Humble-
OilOil Company ., I;ii(",

Through
, aararS, S$,10OOQ10OOQ,1O.00Q1O.00Q1O00Q10,0001100001,

10,0001grant,. grant ," ,

Humble hashas dispatched a teamteam-
of

team-
of

'

of artists to rural Alaska to

introduceintroduc ' new 'artsarts'artart'artsarts' $ and helphelp-
preserve

help-
preservepreserve 'oldold' ones . It is their1their ',

job to spark new interestintere inin-
Native

in-
NativeNative crafts , discover what is1isIisis-
goin

is-

going

I

,goinggoingoingonon among established bush '>

artists , and , 'inin' in "thethe" the .bargainbargainb'argain.,

' perper-perper-
haps

¬-

haps , interest youngsters in somesome-
of

some-
ofof thethertheartr, art programs '-ata-t''-at

a-t'-at
a-t' Univer-UniverUniver-

sity
Univer-

I

Univer-
sity

-

I sity. of Alaska .:.

.TheThe.,
,
ToksookToksook.projToksookprojToksook.projct<.' projectct is un-unun-

usual
unun-

usual
-. '

usual because , pottery
,.

is not
,

aa-

traditional
a-

traditionaltraditional , art among AlaskanAlaskan-
Natives

Alaskan-
Natives.NativesNatives., ., , ,.>' Villagers learned of itit-
about

it-
aboutabout 1010years.yearsyearsyear.s.

;, . agoago from Mrs.
Carl Wobsen-WobsenWobsena,,;- a teacher whowho-
m

who-

n

who-
demadem dee pottery a hobby,. ZielinskiZielinski-

ep
"n

reportsrepepep-
t
s .

"AtAt"., t that time villagers livedlived-
in

lived-
inin Nightmute . They moved laterlater-
to

later-
toto Toksook but they rememremem-remem-
bered

¬"-

bered the kind ofofworkwork Mrs .

Wobsen did . They wanted toto-
blow

to-
knowknowblow more about it and requesreques-reques-
ted

¬.-

ted help from the UniversityUniversity-
Ceramics

University-
CeramicsCeramics Department which eses-esess-

ential1y
es-

sentially
-¬-

sentiallysential1y is me .."
Zielinski has been working

'onon', on,, some technicaltecni'cafproblemsnicafproblemstechnicalproblemstechnical
'

problems ,, testes-ttes-
Ling

s-ss-

g
¬- ,

tingLingg clayslaysli, in that , area
' .andand.,

midandmid-
Sh9wing

and-
showingshowingSh9wing

;
villagers what 'cancan' can , bebe-

done
be-

donedone withwithcerawithceramicsceramicsceranics . flljull {,". ,.' .
,"It'sIts.It's.Its"IfsIfs". ' more than just potspots ,:""' '

he explained . "II"" 1 broughtbr ught 3030-
pound

30-
poundpound of samples to show them ;

11-

'and
things made

'

ofofIofglass
- I, glass.glass

. porcelainporcelain-
'and'andand' enamel ."

Villagers i*\ were
.
enthusiasticIenthusiastic
I' enthusiastic-

and
enthusiastic-

andand with funding fromfr m Commu-CommuCommu"nit-
y

Commu-
'nity

-
"-
nity

n-ity'nitynity'-nity
n-ity"' Enterprize

.*
Development

CorpDevelopmentCorp
. , placed ananad

',

ad totohireto-.hireto.hireto.hirehireto.hirea'direct-

or

'- -hirehire-. hirea'direc-

toraa-'directora-directora-'directora-director'directordirector
' for a pottery business .

Out of 100 applicants , theythey-
selectedselected VemVern SanfordSanfordISanfordand'andandI' hishis-

VAfe
his-

wifeVAfewife from Oregon as artists inirtirt-

residence
in-

residenceresidence-residenceresidenceThey-. They willwl11 arrive inin-
August

in-
AugustAugust..

Zielinski has visited dozensdozens-
of'vil1ages

dozen-
sofvillagesofof'vil1agesofvil1agesofvillages'VillagesVillages'', besides .ToksookToksook._ !oksook .

parlyEarlyarly thisJhis summer he traveledtraveled-
wid

traveled-
widelywidelywid ly in the Arctic and nownow-
is

now-
isis touring SoutheasternSo'utheastern'

. '

AlsoAlO$ working.onworkingon. the programprogram-
are

program-
areare Glen Simpson , silversmith ;

Helmut Von Flein , sculptor ;

TernTerri Choy , print maker ; KateKKat-
eDuncanart

tete-
DuncanDuncanDuncanart, -artart'art-', historianistonan ;

'

Ron Sen-SenSen-
engutuk

Sen-
engutuk

-.
engutuk ,. artist 'whowho' works withwith-
wood

with-
woodwood and silversilvet ; and MelvinMelvin-
O

,
QIannaCannaO anna , a versatile Native artist :.

"SinceSince" .ceramicsceramics. ceramics 'areare' practipracti-practi-
cally

¬.-
cally nonexistent in the .bushbush. ,

I'mIm'' interestedint ested in whatever artsarts-
and

rtsrts-
andand craftsrafts peoplep ople are doingdoingandandand-
there

and-
therethere are some pretty .,

>\, goodgoo-
dthi

good-
thingsthingsthigs going on ,"', ' ZielinskiZielin.skZielinskZielinskicon. ; con ¬.
cludes . .

"ThereThere""ThereThere was
'-
some

s-

ome'-some
s-

ome' some , concernconcern-
abou

concern-
aboutaboutabout the placeplate falling apart . . .

the ' old arts dying . But there'stheresthere'stheresthere's-
no

there's-
no

'
no way in the world that'sthatsthat's.gothats.gothatsgothat's.go-that's.go-
ing

' . go.¬-

ing tota' happen ! There isn'tisnt''' oneone-
vil1age

one-
villagevillagevil1age I'veIve'' been where there '"

isn'tisnt' something good goinggQing on .,."
. .

And that'sthatstha't's'' a "HumbleHumble.Humble"
.

" opiopi-opi-
nion

¬.-
nion , too .


