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scale enterprise. Russian mer-
chants raised large sums of
money to hire men, buy sup-
plies, and build special ships
to carry back to Russia. Final-
ly, a shrewd businessman
named Grigor Shelekhov
decided to build a permanent
colony in Alaska. People at
the colony could grow their
own food, erect warehouses to
store furs through the winter,
and build ships out of native
timber. The first colony was
established on Kodiak Island.
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