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Duncan: Legislation would aid state’s disabled

by Sen. Jim Duncan

A great strength of our system of
government is the ability and will-
ingness to provide hcnllp to those

assistance.

citizens who need speci

for the esta-
blishment of a Self Sufficiency Trust
for the disabled, accomplishes these
goals without adding a burden to the

Senate Bill 50, calli

state treasury, i rishing families
or affecting eligibility for government
aid,

[ introduced this measure last year
and I hope to get it through the
islative process next session.

Bill 50 is based on the trust

established by legislation in Illinios
uﬂmmzbymeﬂlﬁmﬂm,

dation for the ' . Since the
action by the Illinois Legislature, five
states have passed similar legislation.

Four states, including Alaska, now
have legislation pending, and it is
under discussion by five other states,
The foundation’s goal is to work with
all 50 states to establish a trust similar
to that proposed in SB 50.

The was born out of a con-
cern by ies about the future of
their disabled children. Parents are
worried the inheritance they leave to
their children will cause a loss of
government medical benefits or
disability payments.

The Self Sufficiency Trust allows a
fﬁmily o mkeﬁ:lm that will
programs ir child’s special
needs without affecting eligibility for
government assistance,

This program is designed to supple-
ment services without
j ng state and federal aid for
the mentally, physicially or
developmentally disabled children. An

inheritance left to a child and chan-
neled through this is used to
enhance or current or future
services for the disabled.

Benefits from the trust are not con-
sidered as ingome to the child and thus
do not affect eligibility for other ser-
vices. Services paid for by the trust are
meant to provide more than the bare
minimum.

The first step in the process is for

the family and the nonprofit to.outline-

a “'life care plan,'’ By this means, a
participant’s abilities and needs are
assessed and the cost of current and
future services is proj -

The family then decides on the
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the family. In addition, this part of the
trust is also fueled by contributions
from foundations, corporations and
private donors,

The primary focus of the program
ismuﬂemw.;m,butﬂt
Division of Mental and Developmen-
?ﬁlmmmg. vouchers - the claims

; dia sty
certified by the private trust. for

‘ﬂﬂlﬂlfm‘lﬁﬂ at would
hemﬁﬁmdﬁomﬁpdmm
to the state treasury. The intent is that
the state the administration

bill payment without add-

'"1;.11 Self Trust is
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