Stevens: Spill calls for caution
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““Japan and the North Pacific na-
tions are the only ones we know who
go out of their way to violate our claim
of ownership of those fish because
they spawn in our country,”’ he said.

Steven said it is not the U.S. govern-
ment that will be taking a risk by im-
posing sanctions on trade of fish pro-
ducts with the J , but the North
Pacific fishing industry. If sanctions
are imposed, it w mean that all
trade of seafood would cease
between the United States and Japan.
This would mean a market loss for
American fishermen who sell much of
their catch to the Japanese.

Stevens said that representatives of
the American fishing industry are will-
ing to take that risk in order to save
the salmon from illegal harvesting.

When asked if the United States was
ready to expand into a trade war with
Japan if sanctions on fish products did
not work, Stevens said, ‘‘I think we

are prepared to do that.”




