
driftnetdriftletDriftnet proposal
rejected by US

A tentative agreement between the
united states and japan to monitor
japanese high seas driftnetdriftletdriftnet fishing
vessels does not meet the requirements
of the 1987 driftnetdriftletDriftnet act

sen ted stevens R alaska who
has opposed the driftnetdriftletdriftnet agreement
praised the decision by the department
of commerce to reject the agreement

the negotiatorsnegotiatory proposal was in-
sufficient to provide reliable informa-
tion on salmon interceptionsinterceptions which
hahaveve a devdevastatingmating effect on alaskasalanskas
fishing industry stevens said

the rejected proposal would have
allowed nine USVS observers on the
japanese squid fleet which is
composed of more than 460 vessels

observers are people placed on
foreign fishing vessles to monitor
catches and report violations

even with some canadian and
japanese observers66servers the number of
japaneseJapatiege vessels which would have
beenbecov&e&bycovered by observers under the
proposed agreement would have
totaledto cabout4aboutabout 32 stevens said

the 1987 driftnefactdriftnifact reouiiesm highhigh
seas fishetfishitfishing agreements with japan
korea andandtaiwantaiwan bybyjuriejuneJurie 29 bithisoithisof this

yearinyear&ifyearifyearIf no agreements46pgreements areare mamadedel
presipresidentfit george bush maytanmayt6nmay then cmern
bargdfish productproduitg from those
nations
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