
Offshore lease sale . schedule accelerated
The U.SUS. . Department of InIn-

terior
In-In¬.-

terior has announced it plans toto-

accelerate
to-

accelerateaccelerate the oil lease sale sche ¬.
dule for Alaska'sAlaskas' coastal waters ,

including sales in Bristol Bay ,

Norton Sound and the ChukchiChukchi-
Sea

Chukchi-
SeaSea .

In addition , the revised time-
table

time-
table

timetime-¬-

table added six new sale areas toto-

the
to-

thethe 1010alreadyalready scheduled from
1982 through 1986 , but an InIn-

terior
In-

terior
In-In¬-

terior spokesman said the addi-
tions

addiaddi-¬-.

tions were merely subdivisionssubdivision-
sofofofareasareas already scheduled forfor-

sale
for-

salesale .

The announcement last weekweek-

brought
week-

broughtbrought a round of disapprovalsdisapprovals-
eveneven from Alaska'sAlaskas' RepublicanRepublican-
congressional

Republican-
congressionalcongressional delegation and thethe-

governor's
the-

governor'sgovernor'sgovernors' mansion .

Gov . Jay Hammond was par-

ticularly
par-

ticularly
parpar-¬-

ticularly critical of the impen-
ding

impen-
ding

impenimpen-¬-

ding North Aleutian Shelf andand-

Navarin
and-

NavarinNavarin Basin sales in the BrisBris-¬-

tol Bay area . Hammond saidsaid-

there
said-

therethere was a potential forforUenor""enor-

mous
Uenor-

mous
"enorenorUenor-Uenor"enor-¬-

mous adverse impacts " in BristolBristol-

Bay
Bristol-

BayBayBaywhichwhich encompasses one ofof-

the
of-

thethe world'sworlds' richest fisheries , notnot-

to
not-

toto mention other marine life inin-

the
in-

thethe bay ,.
""TheTheuThe small villages of thatthat-

region
that-

regionregion are not now prepared forfor-

the
for-

thethe oil terminals and stagingstaging-
areas

staging-
areasareas which inevitably accom-

pany
accomaccom-¬.-

pany offshore oil and gas deve-

lopment
devedeve-¬.-

lopment . Accidential oil spillsspills-

and
spills-

andand even the routine pollutionpollution-
which

pollution-
whichwhich intentionally occurs fromfrom-

offshore
from-

offshoreoffshore activity , pose a gravegrave-

ristk
grave-

ristkristk to what has appropriately-
been

appropriately-
been

appropriately
been called the richest fishery ,

marine mammal and bird envi-

ronment
envienvi-¬.-

ronment in the world ," he said .,

Earlier this year state officialsofficials-

had
officials-

hadhad proposed Interior SecretarySecretary-

James
Secretary-

JamesJames Watt""

postpone plans forfor-

oil
for-

oiloil sales in the Arctic Ocean and

, "

the fishing waters of the NorthNorth-
Aleutian

North-
AleutianAleutian Shelf untiluntiladvancesadvances inin-

technology
in-

technologytechnology couldcouldmakemake.. drillingdrllingdrilling-
and

drlling-
and

!
and production safer for marinemarine-
life

marine-
lifelife .

In making his announcement-
last

announcement-
last

announcement
last Friday , Watt said the OuterOuter-
Continental

Outer-
ContinentalContinental Shelf program alrea-
dy

alrea-
dy

alreaalrea-¬-
dy hadhadUan""ananUan excellent environ-
mental

environ-
mental

environenviron-¬-

mentalmentalrecordmentalrec9rdrecordrecprdrec9rd " withwithusincewith"since""sincesinceusince
1970 , only two spills of greatergreater-
than

greater-
than

(.,
than 11,0001000,,000000 barrels ."

Watt left a comment periodperiod-
onon a revised schedule open unun-

til
un-un¬.-

til May 1 and hoped to make thethe-
plan

the-
planplan final in October when a rere-

vised
re-

vised
re-re¬-

vised environmental impactimpact-

stateJIlent
impact-

statementstatementstateJIlent on the sales is expec-
ted

expecexpec-¬'"-
ted to be finished .

In their criticisms of the rere-

vised
re-

vised
re-re¬-

vised sale schedule , Sen . TedTed-
Stevens

Ted-
StevensStevens , U.SUS. . Rep . Don YoungYoung-
and

Young-
andand Hammond allallsaidsaid they hadhad-
hoped

had-
hopedhoped the federal government

. .
. - , ' . - - ', - . .-

would turn toward 'onshorebnshore'onshore oiloil-

reserves
oil-

reservesreserves instead of acacceleratingaccelerating-
the

eleratingelerating-
thethe potentially more dangerousdangerous-

offshore
dangerous-

offshoreoffshore exploration .

Said Hammond , ""WhileWhileuWhile thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Interior launches-

on
launches-

on
launches

on an effort to industrializeindustrialize-
Bristol

industrialize-
BristolBristol Bay for little gain , thethe-

far

the-

far

the-

farfar greater promise of the on-

shore
onon-on¬.-

shore areas of our state jemainremainremain-
unrealized

remain-
unrealizedunrealized . It seems to uSus'far-
preferable

usYfarus'farusfar' ,
,''f.arf.arfar'f.ar-

preferable
' .

preferable forfOt, the admItadmittedlyadmItedlyadmittedly-
limited

edlyedly-
limitedlimited resources of the ..oil.oiloil in-

dustry
in-

dustry
inin-in¬-

dustry to channeled toward thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat potentialpotentialreservesreserves of thethe-
National

the-
NationalNational Petroleum Reserve-

where
Reserve-

where
Reserve

where more offoiloilcancan be producedproduced-
farfar quicker and at far lower-

economic
lower-

economic
lower

economic. andandenvironmentalenvironmentalenvironmental-
costs

environmental-
costscosts ."

The new timetable changes-

the
changes-

the
changes

the following offshore AlaskaAlaska-
lease

Alaska-
leaselease sales :

salesNavarin--NavarinNavarin Basin sale No . 83

.
"

from December 1984I9841984 to Decem-
ber

Decem-
ber

DecemDecem-¬-

ber 1983 ;
1983Beaufort.-Beaufort.Beaufort-Beaufort Sea sale No . 7171-

from
71-

fromfrom February 1983 to Octo-

L

Octo-

bed982
Octo-

ber'1982
Oct-

ober982
Octo-Octo-

L ber982bed982ber'1982ber1982' ! ;

ber982Nortonbed982Nortonber'1982Norton

--NortonNorton Basin salesate No, . 5757-
from

57-
fromfrom September 1982 to May

.

1982 ;
1982Chukchi

---ChukchiChukchi--Chukchi-- Sea sale No . 8585-

from
85-

fromfromFebruary1995andMarch 1985 to February
19851995and, andand-

North

and-

North
1995andNorth

--NorthNorth Aleutian Shelf salesale-

No
sale-

NoNo . 65 from October 1983 toto-

April
to-

AprilApril 1983 .,

In an Interior DepartmentDepartment-
fact

Department-
factfact sheet distributed last week ,
the revisions was described as anan-

effort
an-

efforteffort to boost exploration inin-

areas
in-

areasareas ofofuhigh""highhighuhigh potential-allpotentialall- ofof-

which
of-

whichwhich are in frontier areas off-
shore

off-
shore

offoff-¬-
shore Alaska ."

c


