
Protection for allallL-

astLast week'sweeks' announcement by tthee federal DepartmentOepartmentOepartment-
of

Department-
ofof (Interiorntenor that it planned to accelerate oil lease sales inin-

waters
in-

waterswaters off Alaska brought protests , some mildmdd and somesome-

not
some-

notnot so mild from state officialsofficla'lsofficlalsofficiate' and representativesrepresentatitves .

Particularly outspoken about the new lease scheduleschedule-

was
schedule-

waswas Gov Jay Hammond who pointedpomted out ""enormousenormous"enormous-
adverse

"enormous-
adverseadverse impacts ' of oil and gas exploration into BristolBnstol BayBay-

where
Bay-

wherewhere fishermen enjoy one of the richestnchest salmon andand-

hemn
and-

herringhemnherring!. fisheriesflShenes in the worldworld-
But

world-
But

world-
ButBut , duringdunng the same set of comments on the 01-

1lease

oil011oil-

leaselease sale changes , Hammond also said the state has sup-
ported

supsup-sup-
ported

-¬-

ported aggressive oilod and gas leasing off Alaska s shorelineshorehne .

He has been quoted as saying ""ofof the originallyonginally proposedproposed-
I1I I sales which nmrim nearly the entirety of our coastlinecoastline-
only

coastline-
onlyonly two controversial offeringsoffenngs inm fish-richfishrichfish1"ichfish1ich-" BristolBnstol BayBay-

currently
Bay-

currentlycurrently are beingbemg opposed by the state , " and he notednoted-

two
noted-

twotwo sales in particular as backed by the state-LowerstateLower- CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
inletInlet and the nearshore area of the Beaufort Sea .

True , it seems the state has backed suchsuchsalessales , althoughalthough-
the

although-
thethe people inm the areas , particularly the Beaufort Sea havehave-
objected

have-
objectedobjected
objectedWhy

Why does the state object so strongly to exploration andand-

development
and-

developmentdevelopment in fish - richnch BristolBnstol Bay , the waters ofofwhichwhichwhich-
wash

which-
washwash up on the shores near the governor'sgovernors' home In-

'laknek
inin-

aknek
in-

tiaknek\'/\aknekaknek'l/aknek'lltiaknek ., while it advocates aggressive development in thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort where residents survivesumve on the vagariesvaganes ofof-

weather
of-

weatherweather , Iicee , whale and seal populations susceptible to thetheY-

o
the-

whimsYowhimshlms of nature and the possibilities of !disastrouslisastrousQisastrous acci-

dents
acci-

dents
acciacci-¬-

dents endangeringendangenng the sensitive aarctictlc foodfoodanimal=";animal popula-

t.ons
popula-

tions
populapopula-¬-

t.onstonstionstions0. 'tions0The
The possible answer can be told as much in terms ofof-

e.onomics
of-

eonomleconomicseonomle.onomicseonomics,. S as it tancan inm terms of protectingprotectmg the home folksfolks-

lore
.

\\<Morelore\lore people obviously earn their livingshVlngs on the Bristol BayBay-

aim
Bay-

salmon,salmonaim on fisheryfisher) and the northern Aleutian Shelf king crabcrab-
I

cra-
bIherIlisheryIherishery. , ) than do the residents of the North Slope . MoreMore-
ommercial

More-
ommercl3l,Commercialommercl3lommercial fishing means more money inm state coffers atat-

one
at-

oneone step of the economic system or another .

StillStili ., Hammond livinghvmg in the area for so long must byby-

nature
by-

naturenature be more knowledgeable about and akin to thethe-

problems
the-

rrohlemsproblemsrrohlems of the babay)' than perhaps he is about other partsparts-
o

parts-
ofoolofI the statestate-

It

state-

It

state-

ItIt s only natural to be more sensitive to our Immediate-
urroundmgs

immediateimmediate-
surroundings,surroundingsurroundmgs ,. only natural to want to preserve what'swhats' dear ._

to us but .what'swhats.hat.shat.shats'. needed here is a broader sensitivity , oneone-

that
one-

thatthat expresses the needs of all the people in the statestate-
If

state-
If

state-

ifIf the state is goinggomg to protest and battle forforaa delay In-

Bnstol
in-

Bristol

mIn
BristolBnstol Bay then also it should pick up the arguments ofof-

the
of-

thethethe'orth;-'North-'orth'orthorth Slope In one way or another , each of us hashas-

something
has-

somethmgsomethingsomethmg to lose , and somethingsomethmg to gaingam , from future oiloil-

development
oil-

developmentdevelopment But , the nation'snations' insatiable rush for newnew-

sour
new-

sourcessoursouri.essouriessources. es does not give anyone , government , corporation ,

population majoritymaJonty or individualmdlvldual , the rightnght to run overover-

another's
over-

another'sanother'sanothers' culture or his basic source of sustenence .

If the state is goinggomg to protect the rightsnghts and interestsinterests-

of
interests-

ofof some ,. it should fight to protect the rightsnghts and interestsinterests-

of
interests-

ofof all whether it be a village of 20 or a commercial salmonsalmon-

fleet
salmon-

fleetfleet of thousands


