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Point Hope : Village at thetlie center oror on the remote edge?
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6miele
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Introduction
the-

introductionIntroduction to ""SomeSome aspects-

of
tUPectaspects,

of ,teaseaetI icelee mblsubsistencetence huntinhunting, InIn-

Point
in-

PointPoint Hope ,. AlaskaAlluka ,. " a" repon-
prepllred

reporreponreportreport-
preparedpreparedprepllred for theIhe NorthNonla SlopSlopeSlope-
Borough's
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Borourh
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Borourh-
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ElIe-

where
ElseElIe-ElIeElse--¬-

where in thisthLrthLrslue/issue/slueslue itLr reprintedreprinted-
anotherrection

reprinted-
anothersectionanother-rectionanotherrectionanother-sectionsectionother-iectotheriect-- ' from" the' * ""ponponreport"ponc-
oncem

report-
concerningconcemconcerninglf hunting , from thethe-

rraditloMI
the-

traditionalrraditloMItraditional to the modemmodern , byby-
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by-

thethe people of Point Hope . )

By TOM LOWENSTEINLOWENSTEIN-

TheThe point 1I) wantwint to make In-

this
inin-

thisthis IntroductiotIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction.itsIntroductionit: -.-itit.jsjs-.its.its. that it Is-

important
isis-

importantimportant to try)' to avoid . thethe-

too
the-

tootoo easy view that """PointPoint HopeHope-

isiiis an isolated vfllagavilJagavtilage.wayvtilageway,.,. way upup-

somewhere
up-

somewheresomewhere on thetho northwestnorthwest-
coast

northwest-
coastcoast of Alaska ,," (0l(11( quote aa-

BLM

a-

BlJdBLMBlJd official I met in FairbanksFairbanks-
aa few years back ). The commu-

nity
commucommu-¬.-

nity that appears to be 'Isolated'i3olatedi3olated '
or ''''remoteremote ' from an outsider'soutsidersoutsider's-
perspective

outsider's-
perspective

'
perspective was once , and inin-

many

in-

manymany ways still is, one of thethe-

great
the-

sreatsreatgreateat centers ofofoneone of the

oldestodesl! cultures on the AmericanAmerica-
ncontinent

American-
continentcontinent.. One might go furtherfurther-
and

further-
andand remind!remnd-remndremindremndourselvesremindourselves'- ourselves that thethe-

most
the-

mostmost venerablevenerableofof white settlelettle ¬.
mentsmoots in ""mainstreammainstream'mainstream' ' America ,usuch as PhiladelphiaPhpaddphia , are youngeryonngeyounger-
than

;
*

thanthaIi TikfeaqTikigaq by a tthousandthousand-
years

thousand-
years

'
years or more .

TTodayday,, Point Hope people ,

having seen so many changes inin-

the
in-

thethe past hundred years of Euro-

American
Euro-

American
Eura-

American
Euro-EuroEura-Eura--

American , contact , areate deeplydeeply-
aware

deeply-
awareaware of bothbothattitudesattitudes towardtoward-

themselves
toward-

themselvesthemselves , in relation to thethe-

'outside
the-

'outside''outsideoutside world ..'' Among manymany-

Point
many-

PomtPointPomt Hopers , however , inmm-

another
in-

anotheranother part of the mindmmd , therethereI-

SIS a sense that they liveJive on thethe-

edge
the-

edgeedge of a dominant yet a1Jenaliena1Je-

nculture

alien-

cultureculture , which haVUlghavingiwng takentaken-

them
taken-

themthem over , has , min ielationrelaUonrelation to thethe-

mainstream
the-

mainstreammainstream ofofeconomtcofeconomiceconomtceconomicinomic lifehfe .,

made them ''remoteremote ' , whereaswhereas-

when
whereas-

whenwhen they , the TikigaqTiI(1gaqTiI1gaq( people .,

had no such contact , they were ,

to thth-

such
themselves , central ""WeWe areare-

such
are-

suchsuch an iISOlatedISOlatedcommumtyisolatedcommunitycommumtycommunity, '
,,

a woman umiahkumialikumiahkwhaleumialikwhale( whale boatboat-

owner
boat-

ownerowner *) remarked- - Red to me inm 19761976-

waiting

,

as she was waiting for suppliesuppliessupplies-

for
supplies-

forfor her husband'shusbands' whale crew toto-

come
to-

comecome, e in on the plane fromfrom-
Kotzebue

from-
Kotzebue

from-
zebueKotzebue--zebuezebue and Anchorage . TheThe-

queslton
The-

questionquestionqueslton of PointPomt Hope as Its-

own
itsits-

ownown ...centercenter 15s , I supposuppo-

jor
suppose ., thethe-

major
the-

majormajorjor concern of thistIusthis report .

And inm that the report takes a

look at the presentent anda"dad" the re-

lationship
re-

lationship
re-re-

lationshiplationshipofofof today'stodays' practicespracttcespracttces-

to
practices-

toto pastpart patterns,, future ISSUe-
Swhich

issuesissues-

whichwhich may confront the commu-

nity
commu-

nity
commucommu-¬-

nity are also touched on .

Much isis being saidsaul and wntten-
these

writtenwnttenwritten-
thesethese days about impending-

'economic
impeodmg-

'economic
impendingimpeodmg

''economiceconomic disaster , energy short-

ages

short-

ages

short-short-
ages and the unmanageable scalescale-

of
scale-

ofof global relationshipsrelaftonships on whichwluchwhich-

the
wluch-

thethe stability of Industrialized-
nations

industrializedmdustnalzedzednat-
ionsnations depends . In relationrelatton toto-

this
to-

tlusthistlus., there are those on the oneone-

hand
one-

handhand who see a solution to ourour-

shared
our-

sharedshared Elsills inm greater , more effi-

Cient

effi-

cient
effieffi-¬-

cient industrialmdustnal and technologi-
cal

technologi-

that

technologi-technologi -

cal development , on the otherother-

hand
other-

handhand there are those who argueargue-

that
argue-

thatthat ''smallsmall is beautifulbeauttful'' , and that-

It
that-

it
that

it is the self-sufficientselfsufficient-- smallersmaller-

communities
smaller-

commurutlCscommunitiescommurutlCs whichwluch: are likely toto-

survive
to-

survrvesurvrvesurvive our era most effect1velyeffectivelyeffect1vely-

The
effectively-

TheThe present WT1terwastes IS neither anan-

economist
an-

econormsteconormsteconomist nor a futurologist ,

not does he pretend to have anyany-

solution
any-

souttonsolutionsoutton! to the world'sworlds' prob-

lems
probprob-.-

lems.. Nonetheless ., min connec-

tIon
connec-

tion
connec-connec -

tIon with the present SltualtonsituationSltualton-

of
situation-

ofof the village of PointPomt Hope , 1II-

lend

I-

tendtendlend to side withw1lh the ''small'small is-

beautiful
I-

SbeautIful
is

beautIful'' facuonfaction , whose Ideo-

logy
ideo-

logy
Ideo-Ideo-

logy IS perhaps echoed by thosethose-

elders
those-

elderselders of PointPomt HopeHopewhowho lamilamentlament-

the
lament-

thethe passingpassmg of the old days andand-

old
and-

oldold waysways.,. not because thosethose-

times
those-

tunestunestimes were better on account ofof-

their
of-

theutheirtheu beingbemg most ''purelypurely EskimoEskJrno'

but because the Point HopeS-

OCllCty

Hope-

society
Hope

societySOCllCty as it was before white-

contact
white-

contact
white

contact-- - was energyenergyeffi-

r

energy-effi-energyeffienergy-efficientenergyefficient--ffJC-ent* ,

worked min balance WIth thetheg-

1VCI1

the-

giveng1VCI1given enVnonmentenvironment , and suMvedsurvivedsuMved-
as

survived-

asas a self-suffiCIentselfsuffiCIent-- system forfor-

over0over-
_

. --rr a thousand years withoutwithout-
depleting

without-
depletmgdepletingdepletmg naturalnatunnaturalresources.! rtrt-

This
resourcesresource-

sTI
resources-

ThisThisTIs is nonethelessnonetheless-notnonethelessnot.- not a caD-

for
call-

for
callcaD

for return to10 hfe-

stylt
life-

style
lifehfe-hfelife-a a prepre-contactprecontact-- ntact ¬-

stylestylt . To accomplishaccomphshaccomphshsuchaccomplishsuchsuch aa-

revolu
a-

revolutionrevolurevolution!ion would be unimpossibleimpossible-

m
pOSSlb IeIe-

mm present Circumstances , andand-
aa proposalproposll from me that 1-

1should
it11it-

should
it-

shouldshould be triedrned , quite out ofof-

place
of-

place
of-

placeplace . What IIshouldshould likebke thethe-

ider
the-

reader
the-

readerreaderider to bear inm mindmmd , howhow-

the
however ,

IS the fact that a commicommumtycommunitycommumty-
such

community-
such

,
such as PointPoml Hope ,. inm spite ofof-

the
of-

thethe many changes rtn hashasseenseen ,

IS still min an excellent pOSItion toto-

be
to-

bebe as self-suffiCIentselfsuffiCIent-- as 1\1it\1chOOStSchOOStSchooseschOOStS-

to
chooses-

toto be Few , ifIfanyany , other indi-

vidual
indimdlindi--¬'

vidual peoples min the worldworld-letworldletworldlet-
alone

- e (

alone inm the USA-areUSAare- still soso-

Ideally
so-

ideallyIdeally S1tuatedsituated to gather theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown fuelfuelmfuelin( inm the forfor-

or
form ofofsealsealsealosealoilooiloil-

oror driftwooddnflwooddnflwoodOfdriftwoodororOf coal from northnorth-
cast

north-
east

north-
easteastcast of Cape LisbourneUsbourneLisboume if thev-
so

they-

SO

thevtheythev-
soso choosechOO5e ) , and ththeir oWn 'foodfood-

which
food-

wluch
'

whichwluch in almost eevery. . . , .respect, ,is"is-

as
.

as abundant tnrfavtoday aas it1\1it\1wasivwas*< min-

the
minm-

thethe abongmalaboriginal penodperiod ItItISIS perper-

baps
per-

hapshapsbaps worthworthremembenngworthrememberingremembenngremembering this-
as

tlusthistlus-
as, as the pnceprice of stove ooiloilandandandimim-

ported
unim-im.-

ported foods from the ''remoleremole'remoteremote '

, lower 4848con48continuesconcontinuesImues to rISe


