
state transfers
japanese artifacts

JUNEAU gov steve cowper
has directed that artifacts from a
japanese sealing vessel seized by US
federal agents near sitka 80 years ago
be returned to descendants of the
ships crew in sitka

the artifacts glass fragments
procelainprocelain dish lantern globe coins
laqueredlacqueredlaquered wooden dish fragments of
paper with writing on them have
been in state possession since they
were recovered off Japonski island
near sitka in 1983 they were
transferred to a japanese delegation
from the japanese town of shiogamashioyamaShi ogama
the home port of the sealing shipsnip

at issue are the remains of the
kaisel maru a japanese sealing vessel
seized by the US revenue service
in 1909 and charged with illegal seal-
ing the ship was brought to sitka and
the crew imprisoned in juneau

the crew was eventually acquitted
and deported back to japan but
without the ship which eventually sunk
in sealing cove near sitka

in 1983 construction of a boat har-
bor in the cove unearthed the remains
of the ship


