Population up
for threatened
Aleutian geese

The Aleutian Canada goose, a small
goose facing extinction only 20 years
ago and the subject of an extensive

recovery by the U.S. Fish
and Wildiife Service and cooperating
agencies, has returned in numbers
large enough to be recommended for
removal from endangered status.

The regional director for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service in Alaska,
Walter O. Stieglitz, has signed a
recommendation that the Aleutian
Canada goose be reclassified under the
Endangered Species Act, from its cur-
rent designation as ‘‘endangered’’ to
the less critical category,
“‘threatened. ™’

*“The return of this little goose
could be the best wildlife news for
Alaska this year,"” Stieglitz said.
““This has been one of our most re-
warding programs.”’

The Aleutian Canada goose, Bran-
ta canadensis leucopareia, is a white-
cheeked goose that can be distin-

ished from most other subspecies by
its small size, abrupt forehead and a
ring of white feathers at the base of
the neck.
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