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Since its seabird survey beganbegan-
early

began-
earlyearly in 1975 , the OfficeOffi e ofof-

Biological
of-

BiologicalBiological Services-CoastalServicesCoastalSeryi es-CoastalesCoastal- EcoEco-Eco-
systems

¬.-
systems has accumulatedac umllIated, moremoremore-

information
more-

informationinformation on the seasonalseasonal-
occurrence

seasonal-
occurrenceoccurrence , djversitydiversity, , and disdis-dis-

tribution
dis-

tribution
¬-

tribution of marinemarine birds in AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-
kan

¬-

kan waters than has ever beenbeen-
gathered

been-
gatheredgathered before . By the endend-
'of

end-
ofof'of' the 'calendarcalendar' year staff memmemomem-memo-
berS

mem-
bers

¬-

bers had toggedlogged more than
11,000110001,00010001 , nautical miles of aerialaerial-
surveys

aerial-
surveyssurveys and conducted a totalttotal-

of
taltal-

ofof 2,4842484, transect counts fromfrom-
shipboard

from-
shipboardshipboard .

All the information will bebe-

keypunched
be-

keypunchedkeypunched for(or computer storstpr-stprstor-storstpr-
age

stor-
age

¬-

age andandretrievalretrievalrettieval.. BasicBasic-resourceBasicresourceBasicresource-
information

resource.resource.- .resourc-
einformationinformation on seabird coloniescolonies-
and

colonies-
andand populations is already inin-

use
in-

useuse . The BureauBur au of Land . ManMan-Man-
agement

¬.-
agementagementeme 1t incorporated someOrne$ ofof-
the

,

the data in its final environenviron-environ-
ment

¬.-

ment statement for a proposedpropoproposed-
oil

eded-

oiloil and gas lease sale in thethe-
Gulf

the-
GulfGulf of Alaska . Alaska De ¬.

partmentJXlrtment of Fish and Game isis-

using
is-

usingusing seabirdseabirdcolonycolony informainforma-ininforma-
tion

forma-formaforma-
1ion

¬-

tion1ion in mapping coastal fishfish-

and
fish-

andand
.-

wildlife
w-

ildlife.,
wildlife habitats as partpart-

of
part-

ofof thethe state'sstates' coastal manman-man-
agement

man-
agement

¬-

agement program .

Project biologists and techtech-tech-
nicians

tech-
nicians

¬-

nicians have been flying aerialaerial-
transects

aerial-
transectstransects using a EJVPlYP2V Neptune ,

multi-enginemultienginemulti-en1Wteen1Wte-- , World War II11 vinvin-vinvin-

tage
vin-

tage
¬-

tage aircraft .ofof. the InteriorInterior-
Department's

Interior-
Department'sDepartment'sDepartments' Office of AircraftAircraft-
Services

Aircraft-
ServicesServices .

Cruising at aboutooout 120 knots ,

100 feet above the water sursur-sur-

face
¬.-

face along predeterminedpredet.emiinedpredetemiined. transtrans-trans-
octs

trans-
acts

¬-

ectsoctsacts the survey crews countcount-
all

count-
allall birds within a 100-meter-100meterlOO-meter-lOO100meter-
wide

lOOmeter-
wide

100meter-
wide

-- -

wide stripstrip from their vantagevantage-
point

vantage-
pointpoint behind a plexiglass bubblebubble-
in

bubble-
inin the aircraft'saircrafts' nose . A sophissophis-sophis-
ticated

sophis-
ticated

¬-

ticated global navigation system

(CMSGNS 500)500) aboard the aircraftaircraft-
'enables

aircraft-
'enablesenables'enables'keepthethe flight crew to keepkeep-
thehethe( wildlife biologists withinwithin-
IIOrnile

within-
110mile1/10-mile110mileI/IO-rnileIIOrnile/ -- of0 f any given positionposposition-
on

tion
on00 the trackless ot'canotcanOcCanocean' .,

ForF r shipboardshipboardsurveyssurveys , FishFish-
and

Fish-
andand Wildlife Service biologistsbiologists-
join

biologists-
joinjoin oceanographic cruises ofof-
the

of-
thethe NationalNa tional Oceanic andand-

Atmosphetic
and-

AtmosphericAtmospheficAtmospheticAtmospheric AdministrationAdministration-
NOAA

Administration-
NYAA(NOAANYAA( ) vessels in the Gulf ofof-

Al
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlskaAl ska and Bering Sea . U.SUS., .,

Coast Guard icebreakers alsoalso-
serve

also-
serveserveplatformsforas observation platforms
for the seagoing biologists ., Sur ¬.,

vey cruisescruiseswill-willwill.will-. begin again inin-

February
in-

FebruaryFebruary ..

In addition , laterliltCr this seasea-sea-

son
¬.-

son the project will have itsits-

own
its-

ownown charter vessel to conductconduct-
pccialized

conduct-
specializedspecializedpccialized! studies to augmentaugment-
the

augment-
thethe other cruises and to furnishfurnish-
logistical

furnish-
logisticallogistical support to researchresearch-
field

research-
fieldfield camps as well..


