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Low Attendance ,

, Rising CostsCosts-
Force

Costs-
ForceForce DecisionDecisionB-

y
ecisi.onecisionecisi.onB-

y
.

By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Clarence
BAUMAN-

ClarenceClarence Antioquia , Alaska area director for the Bu-BuBu-

'reau
Bu-

'reau
Bu-

reau
-

'reaureau' reau of Indian Affairs , said Tuesday that WrangellWrangel/WrangelWrangelInsti/ InstiInsti-Insti-
tute

Insti-
tute

¬-
tute would probablyprobablyremainremain open for another year .

The '
;
| BIABlA leader was stillstill''

weighing , however , thethe-
economic

the-
economiceconomiceconomicIrealities'realitiesrealitiesIrealities' of rising expenses and a declining stustu-stu¬-

dent population, againstgainstagainst oppoSiopposiopposi-opposi-
tion

¬.-

tion to closure from within thethe-

Institute
the-

InstituteInstitute itself..
"ThisThis" isn'tisnt' any

.
easy decision ,,"

AntipquiaAntioquia said . "WeWe.We"' are not taktak-tak-

ing
¬.-

ing this lightly . "
In more than 40 years ofofopopop-op-

eration
op-

eration
-¬-

eration , WrangellWrangeIJ Institute hashas-

earned
has-

earnedearned very highhighrespectrespect andand-

developed
and-

developeddeveloped as a tradition andand-

many
and-

manymany Alaska Native leaders havehave-

received
have-

receivedreceivedreceivedatat least part of theirtheir-

education
their-

educationeducation at Wrangell , he said .

Yet , as the student popula ¬.,

tion at WrangellWrange1J dwindled to
109 for the current academicacacademic-
year

den cc-

yearyear and costs per student jumpjump-jump-
ed

¬.-

ed from $7,7097709$ , to $10,35310353$ , , thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA was forced to take a sharpsharp-

look
sharp-

looklooklookatat the possibilities ofofcloclo-cloclo-

sure
clo-

sure
-. .,

sure , Antioquia said .

In addition , the operating fafa-fafa-

cilities
¬.-

cilities at Wrangell would needneed-

aa major overhaul that wouldwould-
cost

would-
costcost over $1.51.515$ .. million in orderorder-
to

order-
toto continue operating on a long-longlong-

term
long-

term
-.

term basis , Antioquia said .
In Washington , D.CDC. . meanmean-mean-

while
¬.-

while , U.SUS. . Sen . Mike Gravel , D-DD-

Ataska
D -.

AtaskaAlaska , has urged continuedcontinuedopopop-op-
eration

op-

eration
-¬-

eration of Wrangell for the 1974-19741974-

75
-.

75 school year , "withwith" closecrose studystudy-
of

study-
ofof operation for additional years .

"TheThe" Alaska DemocratDmocratD <:mocrat said thatthat-

WrangeJ1
that-

WrangellWrangellWrangeJ1 " has performedperformedaperformedaa valval-valval-

uable
¬.-

uable service to education inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

"AnyAny" future closure of thethe-

Institute
the-

InstituteInstitute shouldshouldnotnot result inin-

negative

in-

negativenegative economic impact uponupon-
the

upon-
thethe local community ," GravelGravel-

said
Gravel-

saidsaid .

As word of Wrangell'sWrangells' imim-imim-

pending
im-

pending
¬-

pending closurWeachedclosurWeeachedclosuclosur -WeeachedWeeached- ached WrangellWrangel-
litself

Wrangel-
litselfitself several weeks ago the reacreac-reac-

tion
reac-

tion
¬-

tion from the facility and staffstaff-
was

staff-
waswas one of protest.. In a letter toto-

the
to-

thethe Tundra Times , the groupgroup-
said'insaid'insaidin' in part that they challengedchallenged-
thethe area BIA officeof1ceof1ce argument thatthat-

WrangeJl should close becausebecause-
the new high schools werewere "' beingbeing-

built much closer to home .

"ThisThis" is by far a better propro-pro-

posal
pro-pro¬-

than transporting them soso-

far from home , the letter said .

"BuBu our questionquestionis., is , after takingtaking-
in.tointoin.to. -considerationconsideration-., the type ' of
> enrolled here ; those notnotInot-

acaden

I

acaden caHy ready to enterentcr highhigh-

chool; and have already experiexperi-experij¬-
j

nce failure ofofoneone sortsort'' oror-

mother , is the state or the bubu-bu¬-

reau goinggoingIto
I-

toto provideprovi le the indiindi-indi-

vidualized
indi-

vidualized
¬-

vidualized educationeducatlion and attenatten-atatten-
tion

ten-tenten-

tion
¬-

tion that they are receiving here?
NO ! "

"PlansPlans" are that villages willwill-

be
will-

bebe building schools and wouldwould-
provide

would-
provideprovide needed special educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion in their home villagesvilJages , butbut-

We

but-

wewe firmly believe that until thisthis-

becomes
this-

becomesbecomes a reality Wrangell InstiInsti-Insti-
tute

Insti-
tute

¬-

tute"'' should remain open to meetmeet-
the

meet-
thethe needs of the Alaskan NativeNative-
children

Native-
childrenchildren ,:"' the letterlettcr said .

The faculty andandstaffstafftaff of WranWran-WraWran-

gell
n-nn-

gelJ
¬-

gellgelJ added that "majormajor" reasonsreasons-
that

reasons-
thatthat have been given for closureclosure-
seem

closure-
seemseem to be money for.. ,. updatingupdating-
the

updating-
thethe plant.. New gym , covered playplay-

area
play-

areaarea , water lines boilers , staffstaff-
housing

staff-
housinghousing repairs , etc .

"InIn" the past eight years oror-

more
or-

moremore the requests for most ofof-

these
of-

thesethese have been pushed to thethe-

bottom
the-

bottombottom of the lists , but nownow-

reach
now-

reachreach the critical numbernumbrnumb r oneone-
Continued

one-
Continued(Continued on pagapage 6)6)
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! position because ofofpossibofpossiblepossiblepossib e cloclo-clo-

sure
clo-

sure

¬-

sure ., SomeSc;>me things such asas thethe-

play
thth-

play
e

'

play area have beenbeen'initiaIlybeeninitiaIlyinitially apap-apap-
proved

aa-

proved
p-p-¬-

proved since the 1960s , but concon-con-

stahtJy
con-

stahtly
¬-

stantlystahtJystahtlystahtlypushed'pushedpushed-pushed'- down the listlist-

until
lislis-

until
t

until now ,"" they said .

AnticiquaiAntiaquaiAntioquii , on thethe other handhand-
cites

,,

cites not only thethehigh, highigh costs ofof-

operation
oo-

operation
f

operation and renovation , butbut-

'the
but-

the'thethe'

the trend toward ' regional'regional'' andand-

local
and-

locallocal schools .

Wrangell waswwas'
s foundedfouncle over

40 years
'
ago , initially as a vocavoca-voca-

tionalindustrial
voca-

tionalindustrial
¬-

tional-industrialtionalindustrial- school.. It laterlater-
expanded

later-
expandedexpanded into an elementaryelementary-
boarding

elementary-
boardingboarding school andan then a comcom-com-

bination
com-

bination
¬-

binationbinationI 'highhighhigiI' '! school ," , he said .

Several yyarsars agoagoitago-itagoit-itit-' it moved ' to anan-

ungraded
an-

ungradedungraded 'systemsystem', , serving mostly
13-161316- year-oldyearoldyear.oldyearold-. students .,

"ButBut" now the trend is prettypretty-
obvious

pretty-
obviousobvious ," .AntioquiaAntioquia., said . "Satis-"SatisSatis"Satis-
tics

"Satis-
tics

"" "Satis-

tics

" -

tics indicate that the schoolschool-
should

school-
shouldshould be closclosedd . "

Not wanting to make the dede-dede-

cision
de-

cision
¬-

cision on statistics alone , thethe-
BlA

the-
BIABIABlA leader lastlalastt week went toto-

Wrangell
to-

WrangellWrangell , met for twotw days withwith-
representatives

with-
representativesrepresentatives1representatives ; not only of thethe-

Institute
the-

InstituteInstitute , burbut'thebutthe' the lodalloalIodalloal ChamberChamber-
of

Chamber-
ofof Commerce , local DemocratsDemocrats-
who

Democrats-
whowho hadhadaskedasked to discuss it andandaand-

joint
and-

joint
a

joint meeting of the Alaska NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tive Brotherhood/AlaskaBrotherhoodAlaskaBrotherhoodl/ Alaska NativeNative-
Sisterhood

Native-
SisterhoodSisterhood .

"OnceOnce" they recognizedrecogrtized thethe-

economic
the-

economiceconomic situation --- costs goinggoing-
up

going-
upup and enrollment down , theythey-
recognized

they-
recognizedrecognized the validity of possipossi-possi-

ble
possi-

ble
¬-

ble closure ," he said .

"ThereThere" is very definitely moremore-
personal

more-
personalpersonal attentionatt-entionattention- given the stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents at Wrangell (with a staffstaff-
of

staff-
ofof 51 andan 109 students ) , but

,

thethetypetype'typetype' of '

student is notnot-

up
no t

uniqueupuniqueque ,
*"' Antioquia said . This jsisis-

not
11-

not
s.,

not aaaspecialspecialspeciat type of
"
" studentstudenstudent-

being
tst

being served only byby WrangellWrangeIl ,,

he saidsaidj
,

. The students primarilyprimarilprimarily-
are

primaril-
are

yI

are one to two years behind
'
ed-eded-

ucationally
ed-

ucationaIly
ed-

ucationally
-

, ucationallyucationaIly , in comparison to thethth-

national
e

national ' norm , but there areare-

others
arar-

others
e

others like , them in 'otherother' educaeduca-educa-
tional

educa-
tional

¬-

tional situations around the statestate-
he

,,

he said . ,

'

Yet"AntioquiaYetAntioquiaet"Antio'qetAntioq,
"

'

ia feels(eels optimisoptimis-optimis-

tic
optimis-

tic

¬-

tic that the concerted-concertedconcertedeffortconcerted-effortconcertedeffort-' effort toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide education closercloset to homehome-
has

home-
hashas paid off, and that the declinedecline-

in

decline-
ininin the number of youngyoung peoplepeopl ,

wanting to .gogo. go to Wrangell refe-fere-refe-

flects
re-

flects
¬-

flects this . Those studentsstud nts now atat-

Wrangell
at-

WrangellWrangell will havehaveamonghave"among
"

-amongamong- theirtheir-
future

their-
futurefuture options Mt . EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
High

Edgecumbe-
HighHigh School at Sitka and thethe-

Wildwood
the-

WildwoodWildwood SchoolSchoolatat Kenai , inin-

addition
nn-

additionaddition to other boarding homenomehome-home-
programs

'"-

programs , he said .

"

Justjlst) fivefiv to eighteightyearsyears agoago ,

well over 1,0001000, Alaska NativeNative-
s

Native-

studentsstudentss udents were .forcedforced., forced to leaveIeavleave-

the
,

the state forfoI' a high school eduededitedit-

cation
¬-

cation , going as far away asas-

Chilocco
as-

ChiloccoChilocco , Okla . and Chemawa ,
Ore . , because there just wasn'twasntwasn't-
enough

wasn't-
enough

'
enough room at home . By thethe-

coming
the-

comingcoming academic year AntioquiaiAntioquiaAntioquiai-

anticipatesanticipates there will be onlyonly-
ISO150ISO Alaskans at the ChemawaChemawa-
Indian

Chemawa-
IndianIndian School in Oregon anxlamiantiami-

that
anti-

thatthat they will be there by choice .

Despite all thisthi $ , the BIA areaarea-

leader
area-

leaderleader insists , closing WrangellWrangell-

after
Wrangell-

afterafter more than 40 years in opop-opop-

eration
op-

eration
¬-

eration "isn'tisnt" ' any easy., decisiondecision-

and
decision-

andand we areate not taking it lightly ,"

he said .


