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By MARILYN RICHARDSRICHARDS-
How

RICHARDS-
How

RICHARDS-
HowHow , what and where to dede-dede-

velop
de-

velop
¬-

velop,. in Alaska is now a majormajor-
prot.lem

major-
problemproblemprot.lemprotlem. but there ,. are severalseveral-
interesting

several-
interestinginteresting concepts whichwhich-
proved

which-
provedproved internationally successfulsuccessful-
comments

successful-
commentscomments an associate professorprofessor-
inin geography at the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska .

Dr.. Donald Lynch , who obob-ob-

tained
¬.-

tained his doctorate from YaleYale-

University
Yale-

UniversityUniversity , is also an expert onon-

the
on-

thethe cultural , economic and geogeo-geo-

graphic
¬.-

graphic developments of coldcold-
lands

cold-
landslands - including Russia , ScanScan-Scan-

dinavia
¬.-

dinavia and Alaska .

If Russia still owned Alaska ,

we mightnght now be known as thethe-

Soviet
the-

SovietSoviet Socialist Republic ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska .

The S.S.R.ASSR.ASSRA. ... . would certainlycertainly-
have

certainly-
havehave been structured differentlydifferently-
socially

differently-
sociallysocially , strategically and ecoeco-eco-

nomically
¬.-

nomically . Tanana would obviobvi-obvi-

ously
¬.-

ously be a capital choice sayssays-

Lyn'ch
says-

LynchLyn'chLynch' because it is a central lo10lo-lolo-

cation
¬.-

cation and "FairbanksFairbanks" would bebe-

open
be-

openopen tototoattackattack by Canada ."
1, Alaska would have been moremore-
industrially

more-
industrially

' .
industriallyRampartDamdevelopeddevelo d . Rampart
Dam wouldwOllld be providing hydrohydro-hydro-
electric

hydro-
electric

¬-

electric power but6ut also reducingreducing-
the

reducing-
thethe silt into the Yukon RiverRiver-

continued
River-

continued
River-

continued(continued on page 6)66 )}
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from thet e glacial run-offsrunoffsrunoffsof- of thethe-

White
the-

WhiteWhite River . By reducingred cing thisthis-

Silt
this-

siltsilt , Bethel would be more of aa-

deep
a-

deepdeep water port .,

Railroads would be connectconnect-connect-
ing

connect-
ing

¬-

ing northwestern , central andand-

South
and-

southSouth central Alaska . The ArcticArctic-
Coastal

Arctic-
CoastalCoastal Plain , a more correctcorrect-
term

correct-
termterm for the North Slope , LynchLynch-
feels

Lynch-
feelsfeels , would be exporting its oiloil-

and
oil-

andand gas reserves .

Industrial centers would propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
¬-

vide most., of the jobs . WomenWomen-
would

Women-
wouldwould be utilized as geologistsgeologists-
and

geologists-
andand would make up the majoritymajority-
ofof the enrollment in thethe-

S.S.R.A's
the-

S.S.R.A'sS.S.R.A'sSSR.AsSSRAs. .... . ' medical college , "bebe"be-"be-

cause
"be-

cause

" ¬-

cause they work cheaper ."
,

Military training would beginbegin-

in
begin-

inin kindergarten .

"NativesNatives" ," theorizes Lynch ,

"wouldwould" be paid handsomely toto-

guard
to-

guardguard the coastlines.ThecoastlinesThecoastlines-ThecoastlinesThe.-coastlines . The NativesNatives-
would

Natives-
wouldwould also be able to retain theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown culture besides being eduedu-edu-

cated
edu-

cated
¬-

cated in music , literature andand-

other
and-

otherother such admirable pursuits .

They wouldwouldalsoalso be the meatmeat-
providers

meat-
providersproviders ' for this nation-statenationstate- ,

raising reindeer and rebuildingrebuilding-

that
rebuilding-

thatthat now small industry withwith-
great

with-
greatgreat potentialpotentil\lpotentill\.. .

The few fertile areas in thethe-

state
the-

statestate , like the Matanuska-SusitnaMatanuskaSusitnaMatanuskaSusitna-
and

--
and Tanana Valleys and possiblypossibly-
onon the Kenai and Alaska PenPen-Pen-

insulas
Pen-

insulas

¬-

. insulas , would be developed forfor-

major
for-

majormajor food production . A StalinStalin-
prototype

Stalin-
protptypeprotptypeprototype, Dictatorictjltordictator wouldy'ouldyould.'' rulerule-

the
rule-

thethe S.S.R.ASSR.ASSRA. . . . Under h'ishis control ,

there would be little soap , nono-

toilet
no-

toilettoilet paper and coffee would ebeeh-

eavily
be-

heavily
be

heavily taxed , like ,"the original'original'original-
Joe

'original-
Joe

'

Joe preferred .

Another approach to thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' development is the wayway-

of
way-

ofof the Finns . Lynch recalls whenwhen-
U.S.S.RFinland

when-
U.S.S.RFinlandU.S.S.R-FinlandUSS.RFinlandU.S.S.RUSSRFinland. . . . - diplomatic rere-rere-

lations
re-

lations
¬-

lations were nil and to the'the' pointpoint-
of

point-
ofofofwarwar , and the Finn'sFinns' resultantresultant-
defeat

resultant-
defeatdefeat . Someone suggested thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Finns be shipped to Alaska ,

sincesin e the state isi at the same latlat-latlat-

itude
lat-

itude
¬-

itude as Finland , and RussiaRussia-

probably
Russia-

probablyprobably needed Finland moremore-

than
more-

thanthan the Finns did .

IfIIthat-thatthat
-
that happened we would

probably be known as FinA , aa-

nation
a-

nationnation of two millionmill on farmersfarmers-
who

farmers-
whowho lovedlovedcucumberscucumbers and strawstraw-straw-
berries

straw-
berries

¬-

berries , not to mention cabbage .

The Finns , reasoned Lynch ,

diddidnotnot like cold weather soso-

would
so-

wouldwould probably prefer the marimari-mari-

time
mari-

time
¬-

time climates and establishestablis AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
¬.-

choragechQrage as their university cencen-cen-

ter
¬.-

ter . Much copper mining wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe donedon .

Besides developing agriculturagricultur-agricultur-
ally

¬.-

ally , the Finns would be exportexport-export-
ing

export-
ing

¬-

ing literature , novels ,; and moviesmovies-
such

movies-
such(such as "TheThe'The""' Robe " ) . To enen-enen-

hance
¬-,

hance this image , the FinnsFinns-
would

Finns-
wouldwould also be exporting clothingclothing-
representative

clothing-
representativerepresentative of this image .

Seemingly science fiction , butbut-

aa dream to many is the oneone-

building
one-

buildingbuilding plan . Lynch saidsaidoneoneone-

building
one-

buildingbuilding to house 330,000330000, peopeo-peo-

pl
peo-

ple

¬-

plepl would be perfect for waterwater-
supply

water-
'supplysupply'supply,' and sewage disposal ..

With one building , therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould not be any need for autoauto-auto-
mobiles

auto-
mobiles

¬-

mobiles . ItI t would be .poweredpowered.,powered-
by

powered-
byby a thermo-nuclearthermonuclear- plant . AirAir-Air-

ports
Air-

ports
¬-

ports would be situated aroundaroufldaroufld-
the

around-
thethe building . Uni-trainsUnitrains- wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe another automated form ofof-

transportation
of-

transportationtransportation .

Each floorOoor of the buildingbuilding-
would

building-
wouldwould be specialized . One wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe for entertainment , anothefanothetanothef-
for

anothet-
forfor "hairdressershairdressers" ," another forfor-

construction
for-

constructionconstruction , another for governgovern-govern-
ments

govern-
ments

¬-

ments , and several for housing .

The buildingbuildingwouldwould export andand-

imPQrt
and-

importimpprtimPQrtimport raw materials and books .

People would be shipped off forfor-

two
for-

twotwo weeks at a time to work inin-

the
in-

thethe fisheries , fields or whatever

for food production or mining .

Lynch feels there is much toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn from the industrially-deindustriallydeindustrially-de-industriallyde-
veloped

- ¬.-

veloped countries on the samesame-

latitude
same-

latitudelatitude as Alaska . Those councoun-coun-
tries

coun-
tries

¬-

tries have developed from eastcast toto-

west

to-

westwest but Alaskans are trying , foofoo-foo-

lishly

¬.-

lishly to develop north to south .

An alternative to the Finn oror-

Russial1

or-

RussianRussianRussial1 or modern planning thethe-thethe-

ories
the-

ories
¬-

ories is the "AmericanAmerican" way "
withwithneedlessneedless freeways betweenbetween-
Fairb

between-

FairbanksFairbanksFairbjnks< and Anchorage withwith-

McDonaldses
with-

McDonaldsesMcDonaldses and Pizza HutsHuts-
along

Huts-
alongalong the way , said Lynch .,


