
Whale ofofaa JobJobNe-

arlyten
JobNe-

arlyNearlytenNearly 'tenten' years ago , in our August 3 , 1964 issue ,, wewe-

carried
we-

carriedcarried a lengthy editorial beginning on pageage one . It waswawas-

entitledentitled , "DyingDying" on the Vine . "
It described how government agenciesage cis throughthrouthrough-

concerted
hh-

concerted
'

concerted policies. and efforts had purposely sought toto-

kill
to-

killkill off small villages in Alaska , particularly in the Arctic .,.
The agencies attempted to force the consolidationconsolidation-

ofof villages by refusing to put schools in small villagesvillages-
and

villages-
and

'
and provide other services .

By the time our editorial "DyingDying"Dyingon" on the Vine"
was written back in 1964 , most villagers , in fact , a mama-ma-

jority
ma-

jority
¬-

jority of Alaskans had become outraged at the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Indian Affairs policy that forced Alaska youthyou th toto-

be

to-

bebe transported thousands of miles from their homeshomes-
toto Mt.. Edgecumbe ,

' near Sitka , to ChemawaChetitawaChet1awa*
, Ore ., andand-

even
and-

eveneven so farfarawayaway as Oklahoma in order to get a highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool education .

The policy was designed purely and simply to draindrain-

off
drain-

offoff the small communities most valuable resource , itsits-

youth
its-

youthyouth , leaving the villages to decline , to die on the vine .

Then slowly , but surely the
.
dreadful policy of thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs was overturnedoverturned . ThroughoutThroughout-
thethe sixties , many Native associations were formedfonned andand-

at
and-

atat meeting after meeting , in conference after conference ,

Native leaders stressed they wantedwantMwantbd their children rere-rere-

turned

re-

turned
¬-

turned from far away boarding schools , they wantedwanted-

their
wanted-

theirtheir children to retain strong.trongtrong!. home
.
and communitycommunity-

tiesties .

The State Legislature , in a package of bills authoredauthored-
by

authored-
byby then-thenthenState-' State HousHouHoulee Speaker ( nownow U.SUS. . Senator ) MikeMike-

Gravel

Mike-

GravelGravel authorizedau thorized a programprogra-nprogranprogranf&rprogramtor.,- -f&rf&rfr-tortor-fer&f&raa few large regionalregional-

high
regional-

highhigh schools . That program was laterlatlaterr modified to provideprovide-

for
provide-

forfor a number of smallersmaJer high schools in bushush areas .

Eben Hopson , mayor of the North Slope Borough ,

in a statement ofo'f' policy , said throughout the eight yearsyears-
of

years-
ofof working to create the North Slope Borough ,, "WeWe" hadhad-

the
had-

thethe same thing in mind . Through the maximum of locallocal-
government

local-
governmentgovernment , we wanted the maximum of self-determinaselfdeterminaself-determina-selfdetermina-
tion

selfdetermina-
tion

-- ¬-

tion .

"WeWe" wanted the right to send our children to schoolsschools-
operated

schools-
operatedoperated by our own people serving on a local schoolschool-
board

school-
boardboard . We wanted a high school within our 'areaarea' area . WeWe-

wanted
We-

wantedwanted to give our children the finestfin t possible education ,

an education good enough to equip them to improveimprove-
their

improve-
theirtheir world , even as we were attempting to improveimprove-
ourour world . "

. Now less than two years since the establishmentestablishment-
ofof the North Slope BoroughBorQugh , the borough has establishedestablished-
aa tax base of S766$766766$ million ; elected a fiveonemberfivememberfive-.memberfive.memberfive.membermemberfive.member-

'school
:-.-''schoolschool' board and taken over schools in AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-

Pa
Anaktuvuk-

Pass
'-

take-over
'-taket-akeo-ver'-

take-over
'-taket-akeo-ver'-

takeoverof
'-

take-over
'-taket-akeo-ver'-

takeoverof'
Pas.an-

d

Pasan-
d

PaPass§ s.an-

d

san-

d

.
. and Point Hope , plus negotiatedegotiated for the --

of schools at Barter Island , Barrow and Wainwright .:
'

Initial planning
.

is under way for theOle buildinguiJd- 'inguiJd- ing of a highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool.. ' .

In addition the borough is encouraging the repopu-repopurepopu-
lation

repopu-
lation

repopu-
lation

-

lation of former villagesviJIages such as Point Lay and NooiksutNooiksut-

which
Nooiksut-

whichwhich the former government policies forced to "diedie" onon-

the
on-

thethe vine . " The Slope BoroughBorotlgh, is promising to buildbuildand
.

andand-

maintain
and-

maintainmaintain schools in these communities .

The North Slope Borough and its Mayor BenBen-

Hopson
Ben-

HopsonHopson are to be commended for their leadership , initiainitia-ininitia-

tive
tia-tiatiat-

ive
¬-

tive, and courage ., They are well on their way to theirtheir-
goal

their-
goalgoal of providing flTexbestM-L-\bestMLbest--\best possible educationed cation for theirtheir-

children
their-

childrenchildren . Amazingly , theythey have done andand are doingdoingoneone-oneone-
whale

one-
whale

-
whale of a job . -.:_ T.A.STA.STAS. . .


