
. ' ObserversObsefv rsSrsSughfSoughtughf' inin WhistlingWhistling
'

Swan8'f8f' 11 Study
'

The U.SUS. . Fish and-andandWildlifeand -: WildlifeWildlifeWildlife-

Service

Wildlife-

ServiceService 'isistis'[ is ' askingsking for publicpubUc asas-asas-

sistance
as-

sistance
¬-

sistance in reportingeporting marked oror-

colored
or-

coloredcolored swans sighted 'inin'
., AlaskaAlAlaska-

particularly
skaska-

particularly
,

particularly along the ArcticArdiArc'ticArctic'
)' andandand-

Bering
and-

BeringBering Sea coastal area andand-

across
and-

acrossacross the North Slope .

This is part of a continent-continentcontinent-
wide

continent-
wide

continent-
wide

-

widewideIwidestudy
I'
study of the lifelife historyhistory-

and
history-

andand migratory patterns of whiswhis-whis-

tling
whis-

tling
¬-

tling swans;wans . ,.
I\I-

The
I-

TheThe whistling swan has oneone-

ofoff the mostmo t extensive migrationsmigrations-
ofofofallall ,. North ' American

. waterwater-water-
fowl

water-
fowl

¬-

fowl.. .,

'

ItI t breeds 'ohoh'' !' the coastal tuntun-tun-
dra

tun-

of
¬-

',

dra of Alaska from Bristol Bay ,
north and on across ArcticArctiArctic CanCan-Cim-CimCim-

ada
Can-

ada
¬-jlslandislandada as far as Southhampton

.

jls-jlsis-iss-ss-

land
- .,.

land . ,

These swan winter along thethe-

Atlantic
the-

AtlanticAtlanticChesapeakeBayCoast from Chesapeake
Bay , Maryland , south to Albe-AlbeAlbe-
marle

Albe-
marle

Albe-
marle

-

marle SoundSound'NorthSoundNorth, 'NorthNorth' Carolina . InIn-

the
In-

theprimarilyinthe west they winter primarily
in California .

Over half the North AmericanAmerican-
population

American-
populationapproximatelypopulation , estimated at approxapprox-approx¬-

imately 100,000100000, swans , winter

intnjn'thejnthe'thethe' 'easteast'easteast' .. .
;

\
:'

'OnOn':, the other hand , 60 jj
iiperperper-

ceJt
per-

.cegt.cegtcegt,. centceJt} oror'more'oformoreof'more1more1'mormor' '' of them breedbreedinininn '
AldskaAlaskaAl ska . .' , .

Cooperatorsooper tors from all partspartsofpartsof-
the

parts.ofpartsofparts.of-
the

., of
the1the' North American continentcontcontinent-
are

ridntridnt-
areare helping to map their migramigra-migra-
tory

migra-
tory

¬-

tory movements . A samplesampre ofbf thethlthe-

population
:.

population has been marked withwith-
larg

with-
largelargelarg , numberedumbered plastic necknneckcolckckcolcolcol-colcol-

lars
col-

lars
¬-

lars .: , i1i-

This

;

procedureused, This is a similar procedureproceduee-

usedusedused ' by Dr . William Sladen ofof-

Johns
of-

JohnsJohns Hopkinsliopkins University pnpn-

Antarctic
pn-

Antarctic
on

AntarcticAntarcticAntarcticpenquinspenquins ; makingmakirtg re-rere-

captiire
re-

capl
re-

ca

-

captiirecaplca Orere or shooting unnecessaryunne essary .,

Without disturbing the bird ,

identification numbers can bebe-

read
be-

readread from"from"'from a distancedistancethusdistance-thusdistancethus; -thusthus'thus-' manymany-
resigltings

many-
resightingsresigntirigsresigltingsresightings} are made during thethe-

bird
the-

bird'slbird'sbirdsbirdbird'slbirdsl'$ lifetime of 15 or moremorcmorc-
years

more-
yearsyears !' .

DifferentDitferent colqrscolors are used toto-

identify'the
to-

identity'theidentifyidentify'theidentifytheidentity'theidentitythe'"' the area where the birdsbirds-
areare banded , such as blue forfor-

Alaska

for-

AlaskaAlaska , red forfat ArcticAr tic Canada ,

black ' for Maryland , green forfor-

California
for-

CaliforniaCalifornia , and yellow for thethe-

Great
the-

GreatGreat Lakestakesakes area .

ThereThere is to.aa'.a good reason for :.,

using the whistling swanswart in thisjthisthisJ-

study
]

study . Any large
'
bird with ex-exex-

tensive
ex-

tensive
ex-

tensive
- ¬

!
,

. tensive migrations must have ade-adeade-

quate
adeade-

quote
-. '

'quatquat' quatequote resting ', and feeding
.

placesplaces ' !,

enrouteenroute .

These cancan be adverselyadverselyaffect
'
affect ¬.

ed in a short time by pollution .
.

The swan appears to be lessless-

adaptable
,

adaptable to such change ', than iI-

the

i-

thethe Canada goose and other WaWa-Wa-

terfowl
¬.-

terfowl ;, and thus it could proveprove-
a'AA': a good indicator of environmenenvlronmen-envlronmenenvironmen-envlronmen-
'tal

environmen-
tal

¬-

'tal'taltal' degradation .:'

In addition
,

these conspicuconspicu-conspicu-
pus

conspicu-
ous

¬-

ouspus and graceful , biidsbirds enhanceenhance-
our

enhance-
ourour appreciation ofofwildlifewildlife inin-

general
in-

generalgeneral .. '

!: The most famous mated pairpair-

in
pair-

inin this project carry black collarcollar-
C028<;C028028 (banded in Maryland) andand-

blue
and-

blueblueblue collar A301A30I (banded in Alas-AlasAlas-

lea

Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
-

leaka) . :;
.

'

They have been sighted forfor-

several
for-

severalseveral summers on the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope near Prudhoe Bay ,. andandrerere-rere-

appear
re-

appear
¬-

appear at Ruthsburg , Maryland ,

where they spend the,the winter .

Observers should write ' down

the date andnd time ofofoofobwrvaob'serva-ob'servaobservaob'serva-
tion

oobwrva-obwrvaobwrva-
tion

'
.serva-.serva.serva-

ti
. -

tionti n , where the bird was sighted
'-

if
i-

f'
ghted ,

color of its neck collarc01lar , if pospos-pos-

sible
pos-

sible
¬-

sible , the number , trietnethe numbernUmber-
of

number-
of

,

of other swans intn thethpthethevicinityvicinity ,

and whdtherwhether the swan Waswwass obob-obob-

served
ob-

served
¬-

served from the air or groundg ound .

Other information1information :' 'suchsuch' asas-

weather
as-

weatherweather conditionsconditio s and any un-unun-

usual
un-

j

un-

usual
-

j
> usual ', circumstances wouldould bebe-

useful, usefuluseflll,..
I'

,

With everyone'severyones' help in' propro-pro-
t

-:*,
Uecflngtecting; t ct1ng these magnificentrnagnificmagnifc nt birdsbirdsbirds-
and

.,
andandreportingreporting-reportingreportingthe- the

'-

sighting
s-

ighting
'-

sighting
s-

ighting
'- sightings- ighting' ofof-

marke.d
of-

markedmarkedmarke.d
.

individuals , a greatgroatgr at dealdeal-

of
deal-

of-ofof- of important information ' willwill-

be
will-

bebe accumulated . <'
"

, Many people are watchingwatcWngwatcWng-
with

watching-
withwith interestin teest{ along their migramigra-migra-

tion
migra-

tion
¬-

tion route , bothbQth northnorthorth in thethe-

spring
the-

springspring andandsouthsouth in the fall .
I

\TheseThese(\
,These swans arearearefullyl

fully propro-pro-

tected
pro-

tected

'

¬-

tected in Alaska and concernedconcerned'-
citizenS

concerned-
citizens'citizenscitizens'

should immediately rere-rere-

port
re-

port
¬-

port any hunting of them to thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. ., Fish and ., Wildlife ServiceService-
oror the Alaska DepartmentofDepartment.of., FishFish-

and
Fish-

andandand
'
: Game . ;


