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Duffy Smith

UpUpauiUpand
.

andaui, Down!Dtwri,Downthe, the ' Kobuk-KobukKobukKobuk-Kobuk- '

.
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'' Duffy Smith
KobukSmith

Iss LovedLoved- .-

"

,

' ByByLAELMQRGANy LAELLA L MQRGANMdRG
,

UpByLAELMQRGANUpand down the KobukKo uk -
from Fairbanks to Chicken andand-

K01zebue
and-

KotzebueKotzebueK01zebue - villagersvillagervillagervillagerareare travelingtraveling-
by

traveling-
byby mail plane , snpwsnow machinemachineImachine-
and

machine-
and

I

and chartercharfer t'oto1'010'' visit Duffy SmithSmith-
inin Kiana . J;

,
_-

AskJAskthemthemwhy.whywhy., aridarldandandthey'lltheyi'lltheyillthey'lltheyllthey11.' tellteUteU-

you
tell-

you
.
you , "DuffyDuffy"Duffyis"Duffy"isDuffyis"Duffy'is" ",-isis-' a finerine manminman . HeHe-

alwaysalways helpshelpsp.eoplehelpspeoplep.eoplepeople.pe6ple .;}[ And he tellstells-

good
tells-

goodgood stories ..'" ;;
'

. '

eturnedfromreturnedfromSmith , 7515 ; recently returnedeturned
from the hospital in AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand he hasn'thasnt' been feeling betterb'etterb'etter-
since

better-
since 'since . He admits to visitors thatthat-
he

that-
hehe mayma not make aa goodgoodrecovrecovrecov-recov-
ery

recov-
ery

¬-
ery , but refuses to let it dampendampen-
aa day . No sir , he'shes' still got goodgoodstoriesStoriestories to tellteUtellandand31)d31d) he can stillstiUstiU-
make

still-
makemake visitors laugh .. ,

"

The old-timeroldtimerold.timeroldtimer-. waswaS born upupononon-
thl

on-
thethethl: Salmon River

,
and became

"

the

first of his Eskimo people toto-

work
j

, work with white prospectorsprospe tors .
I

"HeHe"lielieI"HeI"lie" always Used toto'steptostep'stepstep' rightright-

up
right-

upDuffySmithup and say , 'MyMy' name IS'is
'
is Duffy

Smith . I'mIm'' very glad too knowknow-
you

know-
youneighborPaulineyou ,""' recalls long-timelongtimelong-time-longtimeneighbor- '- neighbor
Pauline Schuerch.. '

,

One of the old prospectorsprospectors-
was

;

was Andy
,. Garbin , Mrs ., Schuerch , :

Mrs . Schuerch'sSchuerchs' father , who , withwith-
Jack

'

Jack Casanoff , founded Kiana .

AridAnd before .themthem. there waswas-
"Spihe

was-
"Spike""SpineSpine"SpiheSpihe"SpikeSpike " JackJ ck ., I ' '

"BeBe" sure and write that down .
. It'sIts' important ,"" Smith directeddirected-directed-

in
,.-

in hihis$ Tundra Times interview .

"Use4Use4"UsedUsed" totQto work for $1.501.50150S$ 1.50150.. a dayday-

and
day-

andand thought it was darned goodgood-
money

good-
moneymoney . ". :

.goldbefore"WeWe" Eskimos had seen gold
before the white men came , allall-

right
all-

rightright , but we didn'tdidnt' bother
.

to dodo-

anything
do-

anythinganything about it .

"ThoseThose" were tough days . "
OnceOnOncee in those tough days , :

Smith
'-

recbver
r-

ecbver
'- recoverr-ecover'

iwas sick and not expectedexpectedIexpected-
to

I

to recover but a woman of thethe-

village
the-

villagevillagevillageworked\workedworked(\
'
,worked thetbe poison out ofo-

fI
of-

hishisI s app'endbtappendbtappendixappend' xxwithwith her hands andand-

cured
and-

curedcured him .

Today her daughter , EstherEsther-
Curtis

Esther-
CurtisCurtis , is Smith'sSmiths' health aide andand-

everyone
and-

everyoneeveryone is glad she'sshes' got the job- especially Duffy .


