. Native Claims Not Income

Under Socidl Security Act

Tax' - exdnipt payments  to
Alaska Natives under the Alaska
Native. (‘ans Settlement Act
will not be considered as income
in-determining eligibility for as-
sistance under the Social Securi-
ty Act.’ [

The annoupcement came from,

Frank C. Carlucci, Undersecre-
tary of the U.S, Department of
Health, ‘Education and Welfare
and was related to the Tundra
Times by. the Seattle office of
HEW. ,.
~Carlucci said- that all Aid to
Families' with Dependent Chil-

dren benefits «nd Supplementai”

Security Income payments pre-
viously. withlield from = Alaska
Natives -are now 1o be paid re-
troactively.

The decision itself is expect-

ed to affect thousands of. Na-
tive A ns, both in the State
of Alaska and other states, espe-

cially in the Northwest corner
of the United States, Carlucci
said.

The State of Alaska has been
disregarding the claims payments
with HEW regional-concurrence,
but many Natives outside " the

state had been declared ineligible

to receive supplemental security
income and aid to families with
dependent - children - benefits
shortly — after receiving  their
claims checks. ’
“The new ruling carries out
the intent of -Congress "in- the
settlement act and will be im-
plemented by both the Social

Security Administration of HEW
for: SSI ‘and the various; state
and local public assistance offices
for AEDC,” Carlucci said.

It s still vitally important,
however, that all persons receiv-
ing money under the land claims
act report those payments, said
John Shively, executive vice pres-
ident of the, Alaska- Federation
of \J.mw. Inc.:

‘Failurg to report p.lymulls
even though they will be-ex-
cluded. could result in charges of
fraud Jg.uns( these welfare reci-
p|e|m, P'Shively noted i a memo
to cach of the 12 Native wumn.ll
corporations.

“This in the long Tun ann
be far worse ‘than some ULIhL
welfiare ‘money that the individ-
uals might-have lost had potithe
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare ruling "been
made,” he said.




