
Educator resigns in NW Arctic
By LINDA LORDJENKTNSLORD-lENKINSLORDlENKINSLORD-JENKINSJENKINSLORDlENKINS-
Tundra

LORDJENKINS-
Tundra

--
Tundra TITimes.LORDJENKTNSaEditorEdito-

rFireworks
Edito-

rFireworksFireworks ovetover a proposedptoposedproposed-
trip

ptoposed-
tnptnptrip by Northwest Arctic SchoolSchool-

District
School-

DistrictDistrict administrative personnelpersonne-
lretreat

personne-
lretreatretreat to Anchorage has led toto-

the
to-

thethe resignationmignation ofofchool$Schoolcitoolchool Supt-

Ceorge
Supt-Supt.-.

CeorgeGeorge WlWhitete .

White submitted hisIus resigna-

tion
resigna-

tion
resignaresigna-¬-

tion effective June 303D , 198219871982,, atat-

the
at-

thethe Sept.. 15IS school board meet-

ing
meet-

ing
meetmeet-¬-

ing.. At that meeting,., White had-

asked
had-

asked
had

asked the board to buy up hishis-

contract

.
contract andd the contracts of hishis-

top
his-

toptop administrativeadminlsttative aides butbut,,
according to School BoardBoard-

Chairman
Board-

ChairmanChairman June Nelson , """WeWe"We-

didn
"We-

didn'tdidn'tdidntdidn't want the school system to

be disrupted , " and the boardboard-

and
board-

andand WhiteWtute negotiated a comprocompro-compro-
mISe

compro-
mise

--¬

misemise- .-
miseThatThat compromise callscaJIs forfor-

White
for-

WhiteWhite to receive a $$10,00010000$10,000-
bonus

1 0,00000000,000-
bonus

,
bonus plus another $$10,00010000$10,000-
which

10,0001000010,000-

which
,

which he wiflWJ.IIWJIIwill. return to thethlthe-

district
!

district for a scholarship fund .,

That S$$10,000100001 0,0000000, wulwill be tax deduc-

table
deduc-deducdeduc-

table
deduc-

table
--

table for White , said SophieSophie-

Ferguson
Sophie-

FergusonFerguson,, another boardboatd mem-

ber
mem-

ber
memmem-¬-

ber who wanted WhiteWhite.dlSIllissedWhitedlSIllissedWhite-dismissedWhitedismissedWhite.dlSIllissed-

on
Whitedismissed-

on
-..dismissed

on Sept 1IS15S .

The agreement also restatesrestates-
White's

restates-
White'sWhite'sWhites' authority and states thatthat-

the
that-

thethe board will not interfere withwith-

his
with-

hishis ""drnlnistratlvedrnlnistratlveadministrative dutidutisdutiess otherother-

than
other-

thanthan the board'sboards' regular statustatu-¬-

tory authorityauthonty , accordingaccordmg toto-

board
to-

boardboard membermembet Rachael CraigCra.JgCraJg. .

The disputedtspute grew out ofof-

White's
of-

White'sWhite'sWhites' planplatt to10 take 15 of hIS-

top
het-

top
hishet

top aidesaides-aidesto- to Anchorage for aa-

Rtreat
a-

retreatretreatRtreat.. Ferguson saidwd shesiteshe-

was
site-

waswas nevetneverr noWnotifieded of White'sWhitesWhite's-

intent
White's-

intent

'
intent andI she became dISturbed-

about
disturbeddisturbed-

aboutabout the potential cost of thethe-

retreat
the-

tetreatretreattetreat .

Ferguson saidwd she objected-
to

objected
to the cost of the retreatRtreat becausebecause-

"He
because-

MHe"MHe"HeHe was always tcIhngtelling: us wewe-

didn't
we-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' have enough money forfor-

the
for-

thethe programs yet there waswas-

enough
was-

enoughenough money for the retreat. "
Ferguson saidsaidshedieshe was concerned-

Continued

concerned-

ContmUed

concerned

(ContmUedContinued on Page StXleenSixteen )



Retreat prompts
.,
resignation

(ContinContinueded from Page One)-
about the bilingual educationeducation-
and

education-
andand the ""Here'sHeres' looking at you ,"
programs . v,v-

FergusonFerguson ' said the figure
$$11,00011000, was mentioned as thethe-

cost
the-

costcost of the weekendweekendretreatretreat but-
she

butbut-
sheshe said she began to doubt thatthat-
amount

that-
amountamount because it includedincluded-
flight

included-
flightflight between Kotzebue andand-

Anchorage
and-

AnchorageAnchorage for the group pIns-

hotel
pins-

hotel
pluspIns

hotelhotelaccomodationsaccomodations , plusplus-

several
plus-

severalseveralseveralmealsmeals at expensive restau-
rants

restau-
rants

restaurestau-restau¬-

rants includingfucluding the Captain Cook-
Hotel

CookCook-
HotelHotel , Elevation 92 restaurantrestaurant-
and

restaurant-
andand the exclusive Josephines inin-

the
in-

thethe Calista Sheraton Hotel..

She ssaidid that the board heldheld-
aa special meeting to stop thethe-

retreat
the-

retreatretreat but that WWhiteWhiteite called-
another

calledcalled-
anotheranother meeting to get the board-
to

boardboard-
toto approve the retreat . She said-

she
saidsaid-

sheshe felt that was improperimpJoper: .

Nelson , who was out of towntown-
on

town-
onon vacation , said she returned toto-

Kotzebue
to-

KotzebueKotzebue one day before thethe-

Sept
the-

SeptSept . 15 board meeting andand-

found
and-

foundfound that White had an attor-
ney

attorattor-attor-
ney

-¬-

ney at the board meeting .

She saidaid that the money-

scheduled
money

,
schscheduledduled to be used for the re-

treat
rere-

treat
re-re¬-

treat was coming from some-

extra
somesome-

extraextra federal grant money desig-

nated
desig-

nated
desigdesig-¬-

nated for programming . ""ItIt"It-

wasn't
"It-

wasn'twasn'twasnt'' coming from the kid'skidskid's-

school
kid's-

school

'
school programs ," said Nelson .

Ferguson said ""II guess hishis-

feelings
his-

feelingsfeelings were hurt " when thethe-

Board
the-

BoardBoard ordered the retreat stop-

ped
stop-

ped
stopstop-¬-

ped .,

The board went into execu-

tive
execu-

tive
execuexecu-¬-

tive session and no one will say-

what
saysay-

whatwhat happened in that closed-

doo
closed-

door
closed-

door
closed-closed--

doordoo( , meeting but at the, end ,

. WhiteWhit agreed totoremremainmuntilUntilunil thethe-

end
the-

end
the-the"-

end of the year and leave at that-

time
thatthat-

timetime - one year before the end of-

his
ofof-

hishis contract was due to expire .

The only thing everyone-

seems
everyoneeveryone-

seemsseems to agree upon is that the-

resignation
thethe-

resignationresignation was unexpected .

White'sWhites' quick demise came asas-

a
as-

aa surprise to Nelson who said sheshe-

felt
she-

feltfelt he always worked well withwith-
the

with-
thethe board .. White has held pispis-
job

hishis-

jobjob since the school district was

founded in 1976 . He was paid
$$76,99276992, annually , making himhim-
one

hin!one of the highest-paidhighestpaid- publicpublic-
employees

public-
employeesemployees in the state .

Nelson said that White hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen a fighter for the schoolschool-
district's

school-
district'sdistrict'sdistricts' move toward educationeducation-
focused

education-
focusedfocused on traditional Inupiat-
values

InupiatInupiat-
valuesvalues and the system'ssystems' bilingualbilingual-
program

bilingual-
program

\

program but she admitted therethere-
had

there-
hadhad been some friction aboutabout-

the
about-

thethe NANA Spirit CommitteeCommittee-
movement

Committee-
movementmovement .

""ItIt came as a complete sur-

prise
sursur-¬.-

prise ," said Craig , ""WeWe werewere-
just

were-
justjust happily working at out jobsjobs-
and

jobs-
andand then this ."

Craig said she ,,
'saw'sawsaw nothingnothing-

wrong
nothing-

wrongwrong with a retreat becausebecause-
such

because-
suchsuch sessions had been seen asas-

beneficial
as-

beneficialbeneficial in the pastpast-pastpastA..-. A similarsimilar-
retreat

similar-
retreatretreat had been held in 19781978-
when

1978-
whenwhen the boardboardaskedasked the adad-

ministration
ad-

ministration
ad-ad-.

''- ministrationm- inistrationministration , to respond to aa-

public
a-

publicpublic demand for. basic educa-
tion

educa-
tion

educaeduca-¬-

tion . .

'"'TheyThey"They met and did an inte-
grated

inte-
grated

inteinte-¬-

grated discussion of thethe'planningtheplanningthe'planning-
structure

' planningplanning-
structure

,

structure ," said Craig . She saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe retreat includedinclude4 discussionsdiscussions-
ofof pooling finances , and thethe-
additional

the-
additionaladditionaladditionalneedsneeds for specialspecial-
education

special-
educationeducation ," andandcamecame upupwithwithwith-
plans

with-
plansplans that are in use today .

After White'sWhites' resignation ,

talk started surfasurfacinging about hishis-

alleged
his-

allegedallegedallegedrelunctancerelunctance to imple-
ment

imple-
ment

impleimple-¬-

ment the wishes of the NANA-
Inupiat

NANANANA-
InupiatInupiat Spirit Committee whichwhich-
isis made up of the NANA ReRe-

gional
Re-Re¬.-

gional Corp . , Mauneluk Corp .

and the district..

One source stated that WhiteWhite-
had

White-
hadhad tried to thwart the wisheswishes-
of

wishes-
ofof the committee and had play-
ed

play-
ed

play-
ed

play-play-

_ , edboarddtoadofavorites . tto getgetthe., the boardboardboarddtoattotta<tta-
do

.,
do his bidding .

Nelson contends that is notnot-
so

not-
soso and that White always hadhad-
worked

had-
workedworked well with the directionsdirections-
ofof the board . ""IfIf anybody , theythey-
might

they-
mightmight be madmadatat me because wewe-

had
we-

hadhad some disagreements with thethe-

Spirit
the-

SpiritSpirit Committee-
She

CommitteeCommittee-Committee.."' -

She saidsaidsheshe felt that thethe-
Spirit

the-
SpiritSpirit Committee wasn'twasnt' givinggiving-
enough

giving-
enoughenough credit to the schoolschool-
system

school-
systemsystem andandwaswas being critical of

.

what was.3was3was.awasawas-awasa..- good job .

Craig said that when youngyoung-
and

young-
andandandoldold people alike in thethe-
NANA

the-

NANANANANANAregionregion wanted more-
emphasis

moremore-
emphasisemphasis on the Inupiat culture ,

White took two student councilcouncil-
members

council-
membersmembers to Juneau andandreceivedreceived
$$1.81.8181 ..88 million for their programs .

WhateverWhatever was discusseddiscussed in thethe-
executive

the-
executiveexecutive meeting changed thethe-

apparent
the-

apparentapparent good will betweenbetween-
White

between-
WhiteWhite and the boardboardandandand"as""asas aa-

result
a-

resultresult of that ., George feltfeltwewewe-

didn't
we-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' leave him muchmuchchoicechoicehoicechoice-
but

hoice-
butbut to resign ..""

Ferguson said that she andand-

two
and-

twotwo others wanted White ter-

minated
ter-

minated
terter-ter-ter¬-

minated immediately but thethe-

other
the-

otherother six board members -per-
suated

per-
suated

per-
suated

per-per
suated him to, stay . TheThe.threeThethreeThe.three-
who

..threethree.three-

whowho wanted White gone were

FeigusonFerguson , Mary Schaeffer andand-

Calvin
,

Calvin Moto , said Craig .

The views also differ onon-

White's
on-

White'sWhite'sWhites' powers from now untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe end of his contract . Fergu-
son

FerguFergu-Fergu-
son

¬-

son said he has complete nono-
holds

no-
holdsholds barred authority in admi-
nistration

admi-
nistration

admiadmi-¬-
nistration . Nelson and Craig saysay-

their
say-

theirtheir termination agreementagreement-
merely

agreement-
merelymerely restates White'sWhites' statutorystatutory-
powers

statutory-
powerspowers and says that the boardboard-
won't

board-
won'twon'twont' meddle other than settingsetting-
policy

setting-
policypolicy .


