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The two-year-oldtwoyearold-- -- Village Pub-
lic

Pub-
lic

Pub-

the

Pub-Pub-

lic Safety Officer program hashas-
met

has-
metmet WithWithsuchsuch success SlDcesinceSlDc-
ethe

since-
thethe program'sprograms' inception that thethe-
number

the-
numbernumber of VPSOVPSOofficersofficers was
doubledwasdoubledin thisthl5 year ._

The VPSO program last yearyearhadhad officers in 56 villages ,
according to AlaskaAJaska State
TrooperStateTrooperSgt.. Ron Cole , whowho-
said

who-
saidsaid that number has been exex-
panded

ex-
panded

ex-ex¬-

panded to I10404 this year .

The state legislaturelegis1ature votedvoted-
this

voted-
thisthis year to double the amount-
of

amountamount-
ofofofmoneymoney the program eceivesreceives ,

bringingbringmg it from $$2.92.929S2.9S29. million-
to

million
to $S6.SS6SS6.5S65$6.56.565.. million ..

Cole said5a1d Ihethe program hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen verycry wellweU received by aU-

concerned
allaUall-

concernedconcernedled..
""II say that basedbasedonon com-

ments
com-

ments
comcom-¬-

ments we have rrrrcelvedreceivedceived from the-

nonprofits
thethe-

nonprofitsnon-profitsnonprofits-- ( corporationscorporal1ons ) , thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages , the mayors ' conferenceconference-
and

conference-
andand other agencies , tellingtellmg usus-

we
us-

wewe are doingdomg a good job "
The program was foundedfounded-

two
founded-

twotwo years ago to provide the-
remote

thethe-
remoteremote vdlagesvillages of the state With-
a

with
a trainedtramed safety officerofficer-

The
officer-

The
officer-

TheThe officers who parl1Clpate-
In

participate-
in

participateparl1Clpate
inbytheuthe program are chosen byby-

theirtheirtheu villages and sent for tram-
Ing

train-
ing

traintram-tramtrain-¬-

ing inm the state troopers train-
ing

tram-
Ing

traintram-tramtrain--¬-

ing program inm SitkaSltka ._ TheThey} alsoalso-
receive

also-
receivereceive extensive fire fighting-
training

fighting-
trammg

fighting
trammgtraining In Anchorage and re-

ceive
re-rere-

ceive
-

ceive emergency medlcmedicalJ tram-
mg

train-
ing

traintram-tramtrain-¬-

ingmg
Anchorage"WhenAnchouge"Wheninm AnchorageAnchouge
""WhenWhen they get done ,. theythey-

Jre
they-

areareJre certifiedcertIfiedemergenycertifiedemergencyemergencyemergen-yemergeny,- me-
dI

niedmedtiedtied-
calI<.ital.alalcal techniciantechmclan andandaa cerl1hed-
rural

certifiedcerl1hedcertified-
ruralrural fire fighter ".

Each VPSO is paid for wIth-
state

withwith-
statestate fundingfundmg that is admladminist-
ered

administadminist-lste-

red
lst-lst¬-

ered through the non-profitnonprofit- Na-

tIVe

Na-

tive
NaNa-¬-

tive corporation in his or herher-
areas

her-
areasareas . The VPSO officers arar-

trained
areare-

tramed
e

trainedtramed by the troopers butbut-
they

but-
they

but-
yvillagelerVIllageleadertheyy report to theirtheu village

leaderler ,, says Cole , so they havehave-
village

have-
villagevillage support for the VPSOs...

The officers also receivereceive-
monthly

receive-
monthlymonthlyonthly supplementary trainingtrammgtraining-
when

trammg-
whenwhen trainingtrammg officers travel toto-

the
to-

thethe villages to provide mstruct-
lonal

instructmstruct-mstructinstruct--instructt-
onal

-¬

ionallonaltonal materialsmalenals,,, said5ald Cole .

fnrnin addition to extensive adad-

vance
ad-

vance
ad-ad¬-

vance andandon.theJobon-the-jobonthejobon.the-Jobon.theJobon.theonthe-. -- trainingtramlng ,
each VPSOVPSOworlesworksworlesworlesonon ia oneto-
one

oneto-
one

one-to-onetooneto-
one

- --
one basis withwrth a regular AlaskaAlaska-
State

Alaska-
StateState Trooper so he has someone-
to

someonesomeone-
toto contact ififaa problem arisesarises-
or

arises-
oror theguidanceTheVPSOVPSOneed4needsneed4 guidance .bytheirThe VPSOs ireare chosen byby-

theirthektheir village leadersleaders,, andandalalal-

though
al-al¬.-

though there was a problem ofof-

people
of-

peoplepeople dropping out at first ,.
Cole saidsaidallallaU the recent VPSO-

nominations
VPSOVPSO-

nominationsnominations have stuck with the

program . The selection processprocessI-
SIS very careful , said Cole , be-

cause
be-

cause
be-

use
be-be-

causeuse the village leaders areare-
aware

are-
awareaware''areare of the importance of the-
person

thethe-
person,personrson they chose .

"""TheyThey select people they feelfeel-
wQl

feel-
will

feel-
willwQlwill accomplish somethingsomethtng .... notnot.-
someone

not-
someone

not-
someone.someone.someonelookingforwho is just looking
for aaJobjob .."'

ThfThe advantagearivantaoi* ofnf hsuinohaving 9aa-

PVSO
a-

PVSOvillagethatPVSO drawn from the village
'

that the officer will work In-

is
inin-

isis that ""theythey know the problemproblemsproblems-
minm the village ... ._ They can seseesee-
these

see-
thesethese thingsI comingcommg... Before we-

just
wewe-

JUstJUstt picked up the pieces , "
saidiid Cole

ColeHe
He added that the officersofficers-

have
officers-

havehavethefifethefirehelped to revitalize the
firefife departments inm several vf-

land
viivil-

lages
vfl-vflvil-vil-.

lages' - and through the VPSO-
program

VPSOVPSO-
programprogramim , some 900 fire extin-
guishers

extinextrnextin-¬.-
guishersgatshers have been distributeddlstribu.teddlstributeddlstribu.ted-
to

distributed-
to

.
to the villages .

The safety officers also havehave-
conducted

have-
conductedconducted fire lrammgtraining andtnd firefire-
prevenbon

fire-
preventionprevenbonprevention programs. . .. .min. village-
schools

villagevillage-

iiere's

village-
schoolsschools ., said Cole .

""There'sTheresiiere'siieres' no doubt about it .'I'mIm' soldaid on the program ,
,"" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid..idid
saidHe.idHe

He said the officers havehave-
proven

have-
provenproven themselves" ' mselves numerousnumerous-
tunes

numerous-
tunestunes. andandcited. . v.tedvtedcited. the instanceD1stance ofof-
Howard

of-
Howard

of-
HowardHoward Amos of MekoryukMekoryukononon-
N

on-
Unlvak

on-

NunivakNNunivakUnlvak Island who was caUed-
to

calledcaUedcalled-
toonlythreeto the scene otof a shootingshootmg only
three weeks afleafter! he had com-
pleted

com-
pleted

comcom-¬-

pleted trainingtrammg and was assign-
ed

assign-
ed

assignassign- ¬-

ed to10 the yvillagevillage-

The
village-

The
lagelage-

TheThe victim was his sister-
who

sistersister-
whowho had been shot bvbyby. an ex-

boyfnend
ex-

boyfnend
ex-

boyfriend
ex-ex-

boyfnendboyfriend
boyfnendBecauseboyfriendBecause

BecauseBecdUse of theIhe trainingtrammg AmosAmos-
reelved

Amos-
receivedreceivedre-elvedreelved,- ,. he was able to dodo-
emergency

do-
emergencyemergency medical treatment onon-
the

on-
thethe woman and cared for herher-

unt
her-

untiluntuntil she was ""medivacedmedivaced " toto-

BethelBethel Because of the cacartcart-
AmosAmos gave her , she lived ,. saidsaid-
Cole

said-
ColeCole OtherwiseOtherwISC ,. she probablyprobably-
wouldn't

probably-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt ' have ,, he said-

Another
saidsaid-

Another
said-

AnotherAnother offioerofflOCrofftier was able toto-

perform
to-

performperform the HeimlichHermlich ManeuverManeuver-
onon hish15 daughter who was chok-

mg
chokchok-chok-

ing

¬-
. . .

ingmg The nmaneuver , wluchwhich IS be-

coming
be-bebe-

commg
--

commgcoming more widely knownknown-

throughout
known-

throughoutthroughout the country , is oneone-

of
one-

ofof the few ways ofofsafelysafely remov-
ing

remov-
mg

remov-remov -
mging a food substance lodgedlodgedInInIn-

a
in-

a Inta person'spersons' throat . Because tilthethe-
officer

the-
officer

t

officer learneded the technique tin-

hn
minm-

hIShIShn medIcaldical trainingtrainmg clanclassclass,, his-
little

hishis-
littlelittle girlgid livedUved .,

VPSO officers are stationedstationed-
inin the AAVCPVCP villages,,, and vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
vil-vil¬--

lages inm the Mauneluk , KawerakKBwerakXawerak ,
KodtakKodiak , APIA ,. Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida11Ingit-Haida11Ingit- ,,
Bristol Bay , Tanana ChiefsCluefs Con-
ference

ConCon-Con¬.-
ference non-profitnonprofit-- regions..


