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Election CoverageCoCoverage-

As

erageerage-
II

As some tradersradersr ;aders may have suspected , we havehav not propro-proprov-
ided

prpr-

vided
O-¬'vided much coverage of political campaign ' activity thusthus-

far
thus-

far
l.

far during this election year . Among the newsnews-ofnewsofof'of'- NativeNativNative-
affairs

Nativ-
affairs

e
affairs , one might detect thethe-thefirst-,

,
first sprinklingsprinklingof, of electionelectioelection-

coverage
electio-

coverage
n

coverage in this week'sweeks' issue . One the front page , we an-anan-
nouce

an-
nouce

anan-
nouce

-,

nouce the results of a readership poll on candidate prefer ¬-.:' .

ences . It was a modest effort and , although wewe'erewere\\'ere'ereere\,' haphaha-

py
p?",

py to see many villages participate , we hardly intendintend it toto-

be

',

be an accurate measure of whatwhit will happen with the ruralrural-
vote

rural-
votevote next month . We did publish our first interviewint rview withwith-
aa gubernatorial candidate , although the topic was largelylargely-
limited

largely-
limitedlimited to Native subsistence issues and the individual isis-

assured
is-

assuredassured of a free ride to the general election in any case .

We confess that the lack of political coverage thus farfar-
is

far-
isis mostly deliberate . We receive many timestintes: over each dayday-

the
day-

thethe number of press releases the newspaper could use eacheach-
week

each-
weekweek , even if it were filled with nothing but political presspress-
releases

press-
releasesreleases . Not one such release has been published duringdUring-
the

during-
thethe campaign . Stories based on reporters ' interviews withwith-
candidates

with-
candidatescandidates are even more unwieldy . We would need fivefive-

times
five-

timestimes our present staff to keep up with all the politicianspoliticians-
Still

politicians-
Still

politicians-
StillStill , we have a responsibilityresponsibifity to informinfonn our readers a-aa-

bout
a-

bout
a-

bout
-

bout how the candidates starfdstarstaridd on the issues !, particularlyparticularly-
onon issues of concern to the Native people . The problem isis-

to
is-

toto figure out how to identify issues about which the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople feel strongly , and how to provide an opportunityopportunity-
forfor the statewide candidates to respond to these issues .

One regional Native Jeaderleader proposed an interesting solusolu-solu-

tion
solu-

tion
¬-

tion to thetJIe problem . He suggested that the Tundra TimesTimes-
and

Times-
andand the Alaska Federation of Natives "disdis"''co-hostcohost- a panelpanel'dispaneldis'dis-disdis-

cussion
¬.-

cussion , for us to act as moderators , and provideprovidecandiprovidecandi-
dates

''., ,
'

candiandi ¬

datesdate with a chance to respond to questionsquestibnsratsed,

,raisedrasd fromfrom-
concerned

'

concernedconcerned Native groups and entities . TheTheplanplan-plan
-

would bebe-

this
be-

thisthis : Native associations , corporations , villages and organorgan-organ-
izations

organ-
izations

¬-
izations would be requested to identifyidentifytheir, their priority issuesissues-
and

issues-
andand furnish questions based on them'' to the AFN and us .

In a moderated panel discussion , open to public observaobserva-observa-
tion

¬-
tion , about two weeks or so before the election , we wouldwould-
submit

'

submit these questions to the candidates and test their rere-rere-

sponsiveness
re-

sponsiveness
¬-

sponsiveness on issues of concern to the Native communicommuni-communi-
ty

¬.-
ty . ThenTIlen , we would report back on the results . TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes board chairmanchatnnan Willie Hensley told us he recentlyrecently-
moderated

recently-
moderatedmoderated such a panel for minority interests in , AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-
age , and the approach seemedse med to work well .

Between now and our next deadline , we'llwellwe'J1weJ1' checkche'ck' outout-
the

out-
thethe idea a little further. We hope to be able to issue aa-

general
a-

generalgeneral invitation to all interestedin terested parties in this samesame-
space

same-
spacespace next week .


