ik BARROW—A lawsun seekmg
‘an:. mjunctxon against - enforce-

ment of the new whaling quota:

by? the. ‘US. Department  of
Commerce was filed Friday, by
three  North = Slope plaintiffs.
The suit contests the | juris-
diction " of

sistence whaling, and. seeks  a
‘de«;lamtxon tthat National ‘Ma-

rine: Fisheries Service regulations.
promulgated under the authority .

of treaties establishing the IWC
are without legal authority

: Monlng of Whalers Called

‘Meanwhile,  .a . meeting ' of

Alaskan’ Eskimo Whaling 'Com-,

mission - :members  and: North
‘Slope village representatives was
called by the Inupiat: Communi-
ty of ‘the ‘Arctic for Thursday
night, Ju]y 20. The purpose of
the ' meeting is ' to discuss" the
events at the IWC. meeting in
London last. month, the lawsuit,
and other recent events: having
a bearing on subsistence whaling
and other huntmg

Plaintiffs  in ‘the suit, filed
in U.S." District Court in An-
chorage, are ' Eben Hopson,
North Slope Borough mayor;
Lloyd ' Ahvakana, NSB 'director
of Finance and Administration;
and Elijah Rock, whaling cap-
tain. from Point Hope, a village
within the North Slope Borough.

- “Although we .Inupiat con-
tend the IWC was established
only to regulate commercial
whaling and not aboriginal whal-
ing, we have avoided challeng-
ing the authority of the IWC

‘twined.  with  the

the lntemanonal_
. Whaling Commlssmn overi sub- -

_untll now, in the hopes that. .:si

the IWC would ‘work out a fair
and equitable method of' treat-
ing aboriginal whaling, not inter-
?ohtlcs of
commerclal whaling, said Hop-
son in' a press release . issued
Friday, e
./ Hopes Dashed in London -
“Qur hope was dashed at the
recént  IWC meeting in . Lon-

‘don, where ‘the: IWC voted to
allow us ‘only 18 whales. for

1979, far less . than : the ‘num-
bers, the. U.S. Government plead-
ed . was necessary - for:our sub-
sistence, - and - far* less  than
would have been justified under
the proposed ‘program of scien-
tific. research ‘and Inupiat man-
agement.”

*“We tried hard to stay with-
in the framework of the IWC.
We struggled this spring to live
with “a quota- which, to our
minds, did not satlst'y our
nutritional or cultural needs and

‘was not necessary to assure

continued species recovery. We
worked to educate the United
States and develop support for a
reasonable. solution. The un-
willingness of the IWC to coop-
erate led to our withdrawal
from the U.S. delegation. We
have notified the IWC of our
objection to the action taken
at the London meeting.”
Internal, Not
International Regulation
“Our Bowhead whaling will
not be conducted. under the
management regime of the Alas-
kan Eskimo -Whaling Commis-

.The. AEWC is a body
constxtuted by our: whalers for
internal regulation of their hunt
The ‘AEWC has conducted, and
will' continue 'to conduct scien-
tific  studies. of the bowhead
whale. The AEWC will set and
enforce hunt ' limits that will
ensure - continued " reproduction
of .the whale stock The lawsuit
does not mean that the hunt will
be . unregulated or  the whale
population endangered. It sim-
ply - means ‘that internal rather
than _international regulations
will be followed.”

USS. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric - Administration
head Richard Frank, the U.S.
commissioner to the IWC, an-
nounced last . week that the
federal’ - government - probably
would attempt to enforce the
new. quota despite attempts by
the Eskimos to.remove them-
selves from IWC jurisdiction.

' Second Lawsuit

On October. 25, 1977, the
United States refused to order
the United States to file an ob-
jection on the original dele-
tion of the Eskimo exemption
to an international ban on bow-
head whaling. The decision
was handed down hours be-
fore the deadline for filing
such an objection in response
to a lawsuit filed by the AEWC.

The U.S. District Court for
the District of Columbia, John
Sirica presiding, issued an order
earlier that week which di-
rected the Department of State
to object. However, on appeal

to the U.S. Court of Appeals,
Sirica’s order was overturned,
and then the Supreme C‘lourt

: sknmos fnle suit agamst bowhead qnota

uphéld that appellate decisfon..
The present lawsuit challeng:
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es the IWC’s assumption of
jurisdiction over aboriginal hunt-
ing. The IWC was’ established
to control the overharvest of
whales by commercial oper-
ations




