{BY LIBBY BARLOW
me the Whitehorse STAR
”A “: resource
“freeze’on 15,000 square’ miles
of land’in' the northem Yukon

was annouriced today by Minist-

er!/of ‘Northern Development
Hugh' Faulkner, to begin pro-

../ tecting the 110, 000 canbou Pro-‘

cupme Herd.

“The withdrawal ‘of the land -

from any future resource - de-
‘velopment 'is ‘‘the initial step
towards creation of . Canada's
first national wﬂdemess park,”
Faulkner said.

i The rarea’ bemg withdrawn

includes all land in’ the Yukon

north of the Porcupine and Bell

“Riyers, with the exclusion of a -

“small "area around Old Crow
and a harbour site on Herschel
Island,” Faulkner said.

The withdrawal of the land

?ly prevents. further alien-.

ation” of the area, he said, A
CP |wire story quoted Faulkner
as saying’ that Ottawa *‘is prepar-
ed to modify the area'it has se-
lected as-a wilderness park after
talks - with the people of the
North.”

The 'area bemg withdrawn
includes  the . herd's calving
grounds in Canada and “much”
of their summer ‘and fall ranges.
The winter range, however, lies
south of the Porcupine River
and is not included in the with-
drawn land. .

. Because. of ' this,” Faulkner
said the withdrawal of the 15,
000 square miles “will not in
itself ‘be enough to ensure the

continued viability of the herd.”

For this reason, Faulkner also
announced the establishment of
a task force to ‘develop a
ma.nagement plan for the entire
herd ' range.”  Representatives
from  both Yukon and NWT
governments, Ottawa, the Coun-
cil for Yukon lndians and the
Committee for Original Peoples’
Entitlement have been invited to
develop the management plan,
Faulkner said.

In -conjunction  with Faulk-
ner’s -announcements,” Environ-

ment Minister Len Marchand

announced : that 'an agreement
between Canada and the U.S. is
being sought to protect the herd.

As the caribou migrate be-
tween the Yukon, NWT and
Alaska, discussions will' occur
between" the Canadian Wildlife
Service and the U.S. Department
of the Interior.

The purpose of a proposed
joint agreement, Marchand said,
is “‘the need to manage’the en-
tire herd and its range, on both
sides of the border, as an eco-
logical unit.”

In a CP wire story, Faulkner
said that “northern Natives are
generally supportive” of the
withdrawal of land while at the
same time he
sistence from some members of

developmentx

““anticipates re- -

councll" because, they were not

“consulted in advance. ’

‘Faulkner said ‘the wnthdrawal :
“will not ptejudfce land’ claims. -
dmcussions nor traditional ‘Na-
tive: hu ting,  fishing and trép-,
pi ivities inthe area.” ‘In
fact, 'CP. wire 'quotes -Faulkrer’

as suggesting' that'‘‘the. decision

could  be “regarded 'as ‘a step

‘toward ‘settling” land: claims in
the'. North' because the  with-
drawal “meshes with' Native calls
for . protechon of ‘hunting and
fishing rights.”

‘In {a.CBC mtemew CYI
qhmnnan Harry Allen said he
was ‘‘reasonably pleased ' with
Faulkner’s ‘announcement. ' As
‘the Old Crow ‘people rely on

“the  herd for: food, Allen; said

Ottawas actions: indicate ' they
do have a concern for the peo-
ple

Whnle concedmg that YTG
was' not consulted with respect
to the actual tract of land with-
drawn, Faulkner said that they
have known. since January ' that
he intended to withdraw some
land. - However, he'added, .the
land withdrawn “‘is larger’than
that identified in my earlier
announcement.”

Faulkner said the - consulta-
tion process” with . YTG ‘will
commence Friday mormning when
he meets with ExCom in White-
horse. - He said he will go ‘over
with them' “the question of the
wilderness “area (and) what ‘its
potential boundaries are.” As
well, he said, he wants to discuss
YTG’s participation in setting up
the caribou management
scheme.

Asked if he did not feel that
meetings with ExCom would
represent: consultation after the
fact, Faulkner replied, “No.”
He explained that if some of the
land withdrawn is found not to
be necessary for conservation
purposes, “It gets reinstated.”

‘aninterview ‘with C
ExCom member Dan Lang said

YTG Mimster of Renewable
Resources Jack ‘Hibberd could
not - be reached 'for comment
as of .press” time. However, in
former

that the  legislative assembly
should have been. *consulted...
prior” to_ the w1thdrawal of the
land.

He said that ‘Faulkner’s ac-
tions are contrary to a clause of

the ‘Territorial Lands: Act which -

stipulates that MLAs are to be
consulted “prior to. any with-
drawal’ of lands” in the terri-
tory.  Asked by CBC 'if  he
thought Faulkner’s actions are
therefore illegal. - Lang replied
he was not a Iawyer but. that
the suggestion was “an interest-
ing point” and it “should be
looked at.”

Kluane MLA Hilda' Watson,
again talking to CBC, said that
she found Ottawa’s priorities

anadq has' 1 "nd_ freeze for Porcupme herd

“ironic.” This is so, she szud
‘because Ottawa sets land aside
for 110,000 caribou but at’ the
same - time. ‘pevple,  particularly
in - the Haines ' Junction  area,
cannot get landto live on.

Faulkner said that he did not
knuw what the mining industries

“precise reaction will be” to the
halting of any “further disposal
of land for oil and gas explor-
ation..” the ceasing of "‘sale or
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(Continued from Page 5)
lease of surface rights™ and the
prohibition of any further min-
cral claim staking activity.  He
said he doesn™t think the mining
industry should be “surprised™
by the withdrawal because they.
as did YTGL knew in January of
his intentions to withdraw some
land. However, Faulkner said
he will be meeting with the min-
ing mdustry “next week’™ and
expects to hear from them then.
As well. “thev'll have a chance
to make their views known™
durning the consultation process.
he said. .

“Existing mineral claims and
oil and gas interests are not af-
fected by the withdrawal,™ he
said.  Exploration in these areas
may proceed under the normal
‘wovernment  regulatory  con-
trols.” Faulkner said.

Faulkner added  that  the
‘mineral potential™ in the 1S,
000 square miles “seems to be
modest™ and there is “a very low
potential in terms of oil and
vas”

Questioned  as o the ex-
clusion of the Old Crow area

and the harbour on Herschel
Island. Faulkner replied that
with respect to Old Crow there
is an exploration  moritorium
which has been in existence
since 1972 and this moritorium
is still in effect.

Herschel Island is left unaf-
fected. he said because the port
there “was  designed to meet
the potential requirements of oil
and gas explorations in the off-
shore area.™

FFaulkner said that his deci-
sion to withdraw the area north
of the Porcupine River is consis-
tent with the recommendations
of Justice Thomas Berger who
conducted the Mackenzie Valley
Pipeline Enquiry.  As well, he
said, there have been represen-
tations to Ottawa “‘since the
1970 Arctic International Wild-
life Range Conference * held in
Whitehorse.

Taking all into account,
Faulkner said he has * concluded
that the conservation values of
the region exceed the develop-
ment potential and we must re-
serve all land north of the Por-
cupine and Bell Rivers.’



