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Mabel Walton of Noatak cuts salmon on the banks of the Noatak River.River., Ballot Measure

Number Seven , if passed , would end Alaska'sAlaskas' subsistence priority under state law ,

giving sportsmen and commercial fishermen equal access to fish and game with rural

residents in any time of shortage.shortage . PHOTO BY BILL HESS

Subsistence : Pro & Con

Repeal would
By Paul Jenkins
The Associated Press
BackersBackers of the statedstate'sstates' priority

subsistence law say its repeal
would crush a fragile link

with Alaska'sAlaskas' past , severing a

lifeline that has kept a primiprirni.prirni.
tive culture afloat in a sea of
change.change.

Those fighting to retain the
law stress its importance to culcul-cul-
tural and nutritional needs and
warn its repeal would open
the door to federal interference
in the management of many
of the state'sstates' fish and game

resources.resources.

Governors past and present ,

membermembers of the state'sstates' congrescongres--

sional delegation , business and
union leaders , and key Figures

of the Native community are

among the legion of vocal

supporters.supporters.

For some rural Alaskans ,

living off the land by net and

by gun is a matter of economeconom--

ics.ics. For others it'sits' a vital tie

to the past , a way of keeping
a culture alive.alive.

Former Gov.Gov. Bill Egan says

(Continued on Page Three )

Law is discriminatory

r
By Paul Jenkins
The Associated Press

Those who would repeal
Alaska'sAlaskas' priority subsistence
hunting and fishing law get
right to the point.point. They say
as often and as loudly as they
can that it'sits' unnecessary ,

unfair and unconstitutional
They are evejyevery bit as veve-ve-

hement in their opposition as
those they call "thethe" other
side " That meanmeans rural resiresi..

dents As the law now stands ,

no urban dweller can qualify
as a subsistencesuhsmence user

Much of the dispute stems
from sharp differences of opinopin--

ion as to what constitutes sub

sistence.sistence. Opponents of the law

don'tdont' secsee why the urban dwelldwell- -

er who feeds his family on fish

and game shouldn'tshouldnt' have the
same opportunity to hunt and

fish as rural residents
"WhenWhen" a guy out there in

the Bush can feed his dogs

before I1 feed my child at the
dinner table that'sthats' p'1p1got' t"tto"
stop ,

" says Dave StanJittStan lift

Anchorage coordinator tuitQi

( Continued on Page Three )
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An Eskimo seal hunter watches , as the leads open on Norton Sound'sSounds' ice pack during

the spring hunt Farther west the great bowhead whales were making their way north.north.
'WhalingisWhalingis'

, one subsistence activity that is not threatened by.thebythe.
subsistence law repeal

but which has been mentioned prominently as being unfair by those wishing to repeal.repeal.
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'repealrepeal' of theFtaw'wouldtheFtawwould' hive
fair-reachingfairreaching- Implication Jn
rural Ala&ka.Alaka.Alaka& .

'

"ItIt" would at Into/the.Intothe.Intothe.the/ .

hard core of the cultural back *

pound and present-daypresentday- culture
of 1 only the Native ,

;
but

the jnon-NativesjnonNatives- well ," he
says.says. "IfIf" pore could visit these ,

villages, most would get a dif-dif- ,

ferent idea tha ther I a cul
ture going , on out there iha we
should be proud of " '

The crux of the fight? '

i Urban'Urban' hunter ind-.in-d.
fishermen *

are ranging .farther'.fartherfarther. ' 'afieldafield' in
search of fish and game , , and
many Bush residents fear
Mother Nature'sNatures' larder at some
future point may hot'hot' hold :

enough for everyone.everyone.
' We believe ,lhatthe, cur.cur.

lent 'rtaiertaie' law'law' should be re ..

tabled became it provides all
Alaskans with an equal oppor

' '
tunity to JUve'JUve off 'the'the' ' (and,
which ! aa'option'onlyaaoptiononly' ' avail-avail- !

'able In Alaeka sayi Native
banker WfflieHensley.WfflieHensley.,

'WeWe' believe the proponent
of the .InitiativeInitiative. are.intentareintent. on4
destroying a 'wywy'

* of life which
'-u
u'

ha ' served 'thethe' foundation
from.from.

which all Alaska history'history'

has sprung"sprung"
'povS.povS.povS' . Jay Hammoad put it

11 ** ''
, terribly unfor-unfor-

tunete.rlt'stunete.rltstuneterlts. ' one .ofof. the most
'

1

egfett bl and debilitating

thiwfo blithe ,
"

Another opponent , Sen.TedSenTed. ?

SteveM.-fewSteveM.fewSteveM.SteveMfew.- tnarchy'tnarchy'* ifthe,
law is (repealed.repealed . ' Congressman
Don Young say) dumping the
law ; "wouldwould" , be dbastrom/foidbastromfoi/the state-state-?; , /II/Clem TUllon , Hammond'sHammonds'

"

Director of the Ofike of Inter-Inter-
national Fisheries and External
AfTairs ,. says he could'could ' upport ,

'thethe' repeal of the current law ;

but Is gainst the billot quesi*
.ttontton. because it'alsoitalso' would set.set.

in hce the AlaA Antl-DiAntlDi- -;
?

criminitlon Hunting , Fiahine
and Trapping ; Actris"Actris" A

The act .wouldwould. prohibit any
'kindkind' of discrirolttttlon.indiscrirolttttlonin. the
allocation"OfallocationOf" wudlife resource .
' TTi t absolutely violate the
ffceeaeni 'withwith' the'the' Mwl

, overnment *'
, be iay . ' Thfl,

i pMriflg of it m y vent .some-.some. -

j .body'.bodybody. ' f jSf
shootui at { the.the.

' ;oAeriideofyowhe d.d.**

;
'

; ..AtejiuniAtejiuni. for Swribk Game

M nj m nt, . . . OfBRfitetida

Im kd W . to ia"ia" e

forefront of ue flut to4; M
'diedie' bftUot to be voted.voted.

;

'
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; The'.groupThe.groupThegroup' . ,
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toterin Alaslcri urban areu ;
,

where about SS'percentSSpercent' ofthe
_

ytite'llefflentl'Uve.i'o'SytitellefflentlUve.ioSytitellefflentlUveioS' ' . ' ' * ?-77-
Aluka Federxtion of Native

lobbyist "SamSam
" 'KiloKilo' ,1--1',111',-- ' .

' ' both l'mentalmental fa'thefathe yatsageW
state and federal ubsfatence

lenislaUon iy ttiat before
,

it OYef, 'ttipttip' e nghting the
repeal may h ve to ante up as

niudi as
, S500.000S500000. 1 1 to

get their point .
"

"ThttThtt" would "illowillow us to
continue .tellingtelling. tbe.tbe. rtory Jfor

\uralural\ lifestyles , tontlnue.tontlnue . o.o.
t fafottn people about the choice

,

. ioCltfestyles arid'arid' the cohUn-cohUn-

tifaig of a lifestyle that hai exis-exis-

,ted in the part," he laid.laid.

Foe of the ijw wy it I un-un-

conrtltutional , , unfair to urban ,

jesldent and inneeded.TheyinneededThey. ,

mrti Aladcan* -forfor- the
naort part/part/ - haYe joined the'the'

2Hh( entury economy, coro

plete with acceu to grocery

, tore , ,hWi-poweredhWipowered-
"

,

motoAoati and planes for'for'
hunting'hunting'.

To thIa.KitothIaKito. counter :

-i'di'did- ' uy they .don't.dontdont. ' under

itoad.economicitoadeconomic. vwy wen.wen. pr ;

they're'bitedtheyrebited' ' to It.It. locome to
the vfflaee probably 20 per.per.

.ceacea. prwirt tfce.tfce. laconie 1eto
the.the. urban wewiaSsy ,

'
.

coit'ofcoitof' lMfl\ilMfli(\ " b tentiaHy

( out Acre/Acre/' . '
' t

.thinkthink.
when you pay,

, $2.502.50250$ . 'forfor' of RU you,
' know that/ThethatThe/ people liveta a

bftnhef eaviroeffl nt , and tbe'tbe'

'iBOuatiBOuat' of money th t it teke
for uem to Itw there , li

' '
. 'extreme."lextreme.lextremel' ." , - , "

' *
. A1 UlAweHy'ofUlAweHyof' AlMkA te.te.
port oa wbibCcoe u frf on' '

, tfce ;

. .'
-- 'tfeift'ttwH'-tfeift'ttwHt- feiftttwH-

'
' .11. 8 ,

!
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percent of the household c6n-c6n-

sumed ftsh and game , and that
lAS percent recelve Fbalf or--o-r-

-. more.more. of their food frori hote ,

sources.sources.

/
'InuptatInuptat' household incomes

would have to'quadrupletoquadruple' be

fore jthey could ia themselves

support'support' the way of life fol
lowed by most Americans"Americans"
It says.says.

State Rep.Rep. Al Adams , D-D-

Kotzcbue , estimate that m

, soroe villages tubsistence food

accounts .foifoi.
as mucb

percent of the food stocks.stocks.
-TheThe- percentage increases is

you move farther Into the
remote regions ,

*' he says.says.

You living to , Anchorage , can

g0 to the store and get chicken

and rice-wricew- cant ;

'Critics'Critics' ' also 'claimclaim'
, thfl'mb'thflmb' ' ,

, sistence law 1 ' , subterfuge

for Native ,
corporations and

.ruralrural.
residents to create their

own game preserves , eventually
'lockinglocking' out tportnnen as both
urban and ,

rural .populationspopulations.

swelL

1 rimply am puzzled , really,'
to'to''

, try to grasp (t and under
stand it because I find no

evidence of something like thaf
J happening," y state Sen.Sen.
; Neh Anderson of Dfflingnam.Dfflingnam.

who as i state representative.representative.

led the f ht for the priority

kw.kw.

-IfIf- somebody can show roe

, tb t this is feet Ac ,

then there'stheres' certainly came fo
:
k.k. concern,1concern1, * "* ""
of the fouadw ofAbikwfM ,

S4f M G meM nee a nt.nt. , '

[ li'li' written'written' 1oe y , ppar® 4o
! .
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(Continued ftom Page One)
'AlaskansAlaskans' for Equal Fishing and
'HuntingHunting
'

Right , thei group
,

spearheading the repeal effort
And he says.says. the Alaska Coir

ttitution backs him up/citingupciting/
Section 3 , Article VIII : "WhenWhen"
ever occurring in the natural
state , fish.fish. wudlife arid water
are reserved to the people for

common use.use.
"

Opponents of the 1978 law

say it also takes the manage'manage'
ment of the state'state' fish and

wildlife from the hand of pro"pro"

fesslonals and gives it to Judges.Judges. .

Despite charges 1 that they
are dividing the -state.state.-

. and in-in-

viting a federal takeover tot fish

and game management on VS.VS.
i

lands , h Alaska.Alaska. They want
legitimate'legitimate' subsistence ,rieeds1

hiet.hiet. througn 'regulationregulation' , rather
than law ,

They say the boards of
and Game hawe and 'couldcould' coa'coa'
tinue to adequately protect1

subsistence'subsistence' needi'loneedilo' rural Ala '1
ka through a variety of tailor-tailor-
made regulatory mechanisms .,
uch a restricted modes 'ofof'

..transportationtransportation. , lengthy"lengthy" sea-sea[-sow late 'operuneaandni9reoperuneaandni9re' ; ,

liberal
.
'bagbag' limits in rwal

areas.areas.
Besides repealing the subsis

tence law they are , aeektog
.adoptionadoption. of the Alaika Anti'Anti'

. . DBcrimlatioa Hufit . FN )

Ing'Ing' and Trappy Act, which
k would give aB tert'tert'
j equal to 1 .

'TheThe' iarreftt to 1

rfMi %*w y
Re . atBoae , ..AnAn.'
chorage-

'
chorag-

e

RepubUcari who

"ss" ,

."' ' \

,

,

.

i

1

1

'1
-
,.
-

'

.

'-succenfully
s-

uccenfully' led heated-legisheatedlegis-

lative Oght to amend the exit
ing statute.statute.

"YouYou" an to fact .makemake.

$100,000100000$ , year and qualify 1

'tottot' subsistence , but the people
who five in Anchorage , Fail'Fail'
hanks, Juneau and Kctchikan
are excluded from using those
same resources if they make

; $ l0 a year," say Mrs.Mrs. Barnes ,

whose husband is big game
hunting guide.guide.

Other supporters of the re're'
peal include two out of three
gubernatorial candidates, cur'cur'
rent and past state lawmakers
and many members of the
fish and wildlife management
community.community .

Republican gubematoiial
candidate Tom Pink strongly
opposed the subsistence priori
ty state law as he trampled
Lt.Lt. GOT , Terry Miller in the
recent primary election.election .

'"II" would say Its a divisive i

issue , but 1 think the 1978 ,

law is divisive ," says Fink.Fink. j

Fink'sFinks' upset victory over |

Millet - a supporter'supporter' of the
state statute - caused consid
erable speculation 'overover' how '

much of a role his opposition
to the law played in his vic

tory.tory.

"I'mIm" ' opposed to it because
it unnecessarily divides the
state in a very arbitrary manner
in an area where we had no
problem prior to 1978 ," say
Dick Randolph, the libertar
ian candidate for governor.governor.

"II" think that the law . . . is
.unconstitutionalunconstitutional. and it arbi
trariness 'UU' extremely unfo '

lunate.lunate."
, While opponents (-ofof- 'the\'thethe' \
repeal effort daim it would
force Interior Secretary James
Watt"Watt" totake, 'overover' subsistence
hunting and: fishing manage

ment on the federal govern

ment'sments' vast holdings In Alaska.Alaska.
his recent visit to Anchorage
left many wondering.wondering.

While he said he must
uphold provisions in the Alas

ka National Interest Lands

Conservation Act mandating
subsistence right on federal

lands , he also'.metalso.metalsomet'. with Fink

and-and- said he supports Fink'sFinks'
candidacy-candidacy-

"WellWell" be able to work
something out," Watt said.said.

"We'reWere" ' not going'togoingto' move in

here with marshals'andmarshalsand' the Na*

tional Guard.Guard."
Fink say Watt .supportsupport.

local control tof fish and game

'resourcesresources' and "inin" my opinion
' he wouldn'twouldnt' do eny more than
he had to do*

**

Stancliffc you? and the;
' Falrbanks-tasedFalrbankstased- 'CitizenCitizen' for,

'EqualEqual' ttunltog and Fishing

Rights , are steering toe drive
" against the statute.statute.

They'veTheyve' , gathered about.about.
$100,000100000$ , mosthf fa small ;

Individual , contributions , but
.StandiffStandiff. ay it wffl tske about

1"1
"

$300,000300000$ , to win the heart and

Blinds of the electorate.electorate.
We don'tdont' haw many heavy'heavy'

.weights.weights.weights. . Wi don'tdont' have .anyany.

contributon.'from.contributonfrom.contributonfrom. ' . large cor
poration ? aed don'tdont' expect to

'"receive ,

' '' tbi.'oSStbi.oSStbioSS.
.

ofr rbfeetnM , dnrfyhMYi-dnrfyhMYi-

ly OQ tifseSaw .
fidjMi r dib ,

W? teb'teb' og-'sajog-saj' nwpaper ad in
: theii'csiBipaltheiicsiBipal' a.a.
-

if

.. ?
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sourcesources get down to the

point where you havhave(? to make

some real hard choicechoices about
who can benefit.benefit.

The"The" biggest objection I

have to this Initiative process is

that we really haventhaven't' sat down
% nd"AA" talked to those people who
object strenuously and fsaidA,,
'Okay.Okay'Okay., where would you likelice

to see changes , and why?

What is the justification for
."' '.change ?

Instead of talking or chalchal--

lenging regulations in court ,

he saysays the law'slaws' foes are

"steppingstepping" right into the gaunt
let"let" with the initiative.initiative.

"II" think the reason why

those people who are object

Ing won'twont' go that .routeroute. Is1s ththatt
they believe very strongly*'onglyongly' that
they couldntcouldn't' win.winwin.," he saysays.says.

--ThiThi"ThisThis" law hasn'thasnt' really

changed anything drastically ,

except that now there is a
recognisedrecognized user group out
there that has equal status with

commercial and sports interInter--

ests, that'sthats' all , " AnderaonAnderson says.says.

Adams says the law'slaws' provisprovb-provb-

ions are inan attempt to set
priorities before an influx of
urban hunters and fishermen

can threaten the subsistence

lifestyle.lifestyle.

" 1 think it'sits' a good law ,"

he says.says.

Kito says since the law has

been on the books , its provisprovis--

ions never have beenbeen-invokedbeeninvoked- invoked ,

that there'there' is enough fish and

game foreveryoifar;everyone-everyone.P'.PP.- Out' t he saysafes

when.when. the crunch coniccomes-'thosecome-sthose,
'those

who for.forfor ., yearyesrs ,
havulivedhava'livedhavalived'

, off
the landsKouldland , should be ableablq to conCOO.COO.

tinue that Ufestylc.Ufestylclifestyle-lifestyle-. , .

"You'reYoure" ' eeingseeing the tamesame

thing that is happening In, those

villagevillager, happening on thetheKenal,
Kenal

River , where you have ;, t, the

people thatthat live'live
'

In 'thethe' area

of the KenaiKenA laying.layingsaying.saying. "WhatWhat"
you have to do .- .- .-

.-
i

i.
Is , wowthrow

the guideguides off the river , bebe-be-

cause the guideiguides are bring'bringbring-'-
ing too many peoplepeople.. toIn,, here

and they'retheyre' causing too much
""*pressure on that resourceresources"resources,

he saysays.says.
"SoSo" I think that whatever

happenhappens out there toin the y4
lagelager is going to happen Inht th04
urban environment too.too.'"' ;


